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Takdim

Dergimizin 2025 yili Haziran sayisi, degerli okuyucularimiz: bes farkhi yaziyla
bulusturmaktadir. Bu sayida, toplam bes adet arastirma makalesi yer almaktadir.

Yazar1 Ramez Shuja olan ilk arastirma makalesi, ABD sonras1 Afganistan'da
kadin haklar1 konusunu ele almaktadir. Taliban yonetiminin cinsiyet esitligine
geri doniisiiniin etkilerini aragtiran makale, 2021-2025 yillar1 arasini baz alan
analiziyle de giincel bir meseleye 151k tutmaktadir.

Putin donemi Rus Enerji Politikasi: Anlasmazlik ve Catisma Siireglerine
Yansimalar adli galismanin yazari Seda Seving Cilasun’dur. Nigde Omer
Halisdemir Universitesi Avrasya Aragtirmalar1 Anabilim Dali'nda yazarimiz
tarafindan ortaya konan doktora tez calismasmdan iiretilen bu arastirma
makalesinde oncelikle Rusya’nin giintimiizde enerji aktorliigiinii belirleyen
enerji profili ana hatlariyla gizilmektedir. Ardindan Putin yonetiminde Rusya’da
enerjinin dig politikanin temel bilesenlerinden biri haline getirilmesi siirecinde
etkili olan politika ve stratejiler ele alinmaktadar.

Yazar1 Emre Altinisik olan tigiincii arastirma makalesi ise 1830-1918 yillar1
arasinda Asya'da yasanan afyon ticaretinin ekonomik analizini ele alirken
dordiincii arastirma makalesi Onur Celik’e ait olup siyasal rejimlerin
smiflandirilmas: iizerine kuramsal temelleri ortaya koymaktadir. Totaliter,
otoriter ve demokratik rejimleri ele alan yazarmmiz teorik gergeveyi giincel
yansimalariyla da ele alarak biz degerli okuyuculara 1s1k tutmaktadar.
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Son arastirma makalesi ise Can Ulusoy tarafindan kaleme alman ve
Milliyetci Cin'de ideolojik arayis olan Yeni Hayat Hareketi'nin Kemalizm ile
karsilastirmali bir analizini sunarken hem Cin siyasal tarihi literatiiriine hem de
Kemalizm’in kiiresel etkileri konusuna 6nemli bir katk: saglamaktadir. 1930’lar—
1940’lar Cin'inde Chiang Kai-shek’in “Yeni Hayat Hareketi” ile Kemalizm
arasmdaki karsilikli etkilesimi ilk kez bu ayrintida ele almasi bakimmdan 6zgiin
ve glincel bir calisma sunan yazarimiz hem Cin Milliyet¢i Partisi i¢indeki
ideolojik tartismalar1 hem de Tiirkiye ziyaretleri sirasinda yapilan diplomatik
temaslar1 derinlemesine inceleyerek iki tek partili rejimin modernlesme
projelerini karsilastirmali olarak tartismaktadir.

Dergimizin bu sayisina ¢alismalarini gondererek katkida bulunmus tiim
yazarlara, bu eserlerin degerlendirme siirecinde emek harcayan tiim hakemlere
tesekkiirti bor¢ bilir; ulusal ve uluslararasi akademik camiadan dergimize
yonelik siiregelen ilginin devamini timit ederiz.

© 2025. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
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Abstract: This research explores the regression of women's rights and gender
equality in Afghanistan following the U.S. withdrawal and the Taliban’s return
to power in August 2021. Grounded in feminist and postcolonial theory, this
research examines Taliban-imposed restrictions on education, employment,
healthcare access, and women's socio-political participation. Drawing from
qualitative interviews with Afghan women in diaspora and analysis of
international and local reports, the study highlights the ideological
underpinnings of Taliban policies, the psychological and economic toll on
women, and the emergence of resistance through grassroots and digital
activism. It also compares the current Taliban regime with its earlier rule (1996—
2001) to assess continuity and transformation in gender policies. The paper
argues for localized, culturally grounded advocacy strategies and stronger
international support to counter gender apartheid in Afghanistan.

Key Words: Women Rights, Afghanistan, Taliban Regime, Patriarchy

ABD Sonras1 Afganistan'da Kadin Haklar:: Taliban'in
Cinsiyet Esitligine Geri Dédniisiiniin Etkisinin
Degerlendirilmesi

Oz: Bu aragtirma, ABD'nin Afganistan'dan gekilmesinin ve Taliban'm Agustos
2021'de yeniden iktidara gelmesinin ardindan kadin haklar1 ve toplumsal

cinsiyet esitlifinde yasanan gerilemeyi incelemektedir. Feminist ve
postkolonyal kuram temelinde yiiriitillen bu calisma, Taliban tarafindan

cjas.kapadokya.edu.tr
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dayatilan egitim, istthdam, saglik hizmetlerine erisim ve kadmlarin sosyo-
politik katilimina yonelik kisitlamalar1 ele almaktadir. Afgan diasporasmdaki
kadinlarla yapilan nitel goriismelerin yani sira ulusal ve uluslararasi raporlarmn
analizine dayanan arastirma; Taliban politikalarmin ideolojik temellerini,
kadinlar {izerindeki psikolojik ve ekonomik etkileri ve tabandan gelen direnis
ile djjital aktivizmin yiikselisini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica, mevcut Taliban
rejimi ile Onceki (1996-2001) donemi karsilastirarak toplumsal cinsiyet
politikalarinda siireklilik ve doniistim boyutlarini degerlendirmektedir.
Makale, Afganistan'daki toplumsal cinsiyet apartheid’ine karsi kiiltiirel
baglamlara duyarli yerel savunuculuk stratejilerinin gelistirilmesi ve
uluslararasi destegin giiclendirilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kadin Haklari, Afganistan, Taliban Rejimi, Ataerkillik

Introduction

Afghanistan, a landlocked country in South-Central Asia, is home to a deeply
rooted Islamic identity, with 99% of its population identifying as Muslim. The
Islamic faith has historically shaped the country's political, legal, and cultural
institutions. However, gender interpretations of Islamic law vary widely across
different regimes. The return of the Taliban in August 2021 after the U.S. military
withdrawal marks a dramatic turning point for women's rights, reversing much
of the progress made over the previous two decades. While Islam, in principle,
emphasizes justice and equality (Badran, 1995), the Taliban’s governance
interprets Islamic Sharia through a highly restrictive, patriarchal lens.

This research is anchored in the lived experiences of Afghan women and
aims to answer the following research question:

How have the Taliban’s post-2021 policies impacted gender equality in
Afghanistan, particularly in the realms of education, employment, health, and
economic independence, and how have Afghan women responded to these
changes?

To address this, the study engages feminist theory —particularly liberal,
radical, and postcolonial strands—and draws on qualitative data from
interviews, reports, and field narratives.

The argument is threefold:
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1. The Taliban’s policies represent a systemized rollback of women's
rights, not grounded in core Islamic values but rather in patriarchal
traditions.

2. The regression encompasses more than education and employment
also affects women’s access to healthcare, property, and economic
independence.

3. Despite these setbacks, Afghan women both inside and outside the
country continue to resist through various strategies including
digital activism, localized organizing, and diasporic advocacy.

By weaving together theoretical insights with empirical observations, this
paper contributes to a more nuanced, locally informed understanding of
women'’s rights in post-U.S. Afghanistan.

The literature on gender equality and women's rights in Afghanistan spans
decades of political transformation, ideological contestation, and international
intervention. This review categorizes existing scholarship into four analytical
strands: pre-2021 liberal feminist gains, post-2021 gender regressions, Islamic
feminist responses, and critiques from postcolonial perspectives.

Studies such as Kabeer (2009) and Kandiyoti (2000) document the
substantial progress made by Afghan women during the U.S.-backed republic
(2001-2021), particularly in education, healthcare, and political representation.
This progress was often guided by liberal feminist ideals advocating legal
equality, access to public institutions, and formal political inclusion. Kabeer
(2009) emphasizes how international donors and NGOs created pathways for
women's empowerment through quotas, media visibility, and employment.

However, Firestone (1970) and other radical feminists have critiqued the
limitations of this framework, noting that legislative gains often failed to
dismantle deeply rooted patriarchal structures. This is evident in how fragile
these reforms proved to be following the Taliban's return.

Following the Taliban's return to power in August 2021, a rapid reversal of
women’s rights has been widely documented. Ahmadi (2022), Human Rights
Watch (2023), and UN Women (2023) provide detailed accounts of the systematic
rollback of women’s freedoms in education, employment, and mobility. Akbar
(2022) and Shahrani (2022) use the term "gender apartheid" to frame Taliban
policies, highlighting the legal and structural segregation of women from public
life.

Local Afghan scholars such as Salehi (2024) and Kakar (2021) contribute
important context by situating the Taliban's ideology within the Deobandi school
of Islam and Pashtunwali cultural norms. These perspectives suggest that the
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Taliban’s gender policies are less about Islam and more about conservative
ethno-religious power structures.

A growing body of Islamic feminist scholarship contests the Taliban's
interpretation of Sharia. Badran (1995) and recent statements by regional
religious leaders (Sub, 2022) argue that the Taliban’s policies lack theological
justification and are instead rooted in pre-Islamic tribal customs. Afghan
women’s rights organizations such as RAWA (Revolutionary Association of the
Women of Afghanistan) and independent voices like Homa Ahmedzai and
Mahbouba Seraj have also spoken out against these distortions of Islam, calling
for faith-based gender justice grounded in the Qur’an’s egalitarian ethics.

Chandra Talpade Mohanty (1988)critiques Western-centric feminist
narratives that depict Third World women as passive victims. In the context of
Afghanistan, Mohanty’s framework is essential to understanding why externally
imposed models of “liberation” have faced resistance and ultimately failed to
secure sustainable progress. This is echoed by Vora (2022), who emphasizes that
Afghan women's agency must be understood within their cultural, religious, and
political contexts —not as mere recipients of Western aid but as active agents of
change.

Moreover, regional think tanks such as the Afghan Institute for Strategic
Studies (AISS) and Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit (AREU) offer
underutilized data on local women’s coping strategies, economic resilience, and
underground education networks—areas largely overlooked in Western
literature.

Despite a growing body of literature on Taliban-era gender regression, most
studies rely on secondary data and international reports. There is a marked
absence of primary fieldwork, especially involving Afghan women in exile or in
rural communities. Furthermore, few studies attempt a systematic comparison
between the two Taliban regimes (1996-2001 vs. post-2021), nor do they
sufficiently integrate Islamic feminist interpretations or economic and
healthcare-related impacts.

This case study seeks to bridge these gaps by:

¢ Including qualitative interviews with Afghan women in Tiirkiye,

¢ Comparing the two Taliban regimes in terms of gender governance,

¢ Framing the findings through feminist and postcolonial theory,

e Incorporating local and regional knowledge to challenge Western-
centric assumptions.
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Theoretical Framework

This study draws on feminist theory, postcolonial feminism, and human rights
frameworks to critically examine the regression of women’s rights in post-U.S.
Afghanistan.

Liberal Feminism emphasizes legal and institutional equality, focusing on
reforming laws and expanding access to education, employment, and political
participation (Tong, 2009). This framework explains the progress achieved
between 2001 and 2021 under the U.S.-backed government, which facilitated
international aid, gender quotas, and women'’s inclusion in public life.

However, Radical Feminism offers a more critical lens, arguing that legal
reforms are insufficient without dismantling patriarchal structures embedded in
culture, religion, and political institutions (Firestone, 1970). In the case of
Afghanistan, the imposition of male guardianship (Mahram) and public
segregation (Purdah) reflect deep-seated patriarchal norms that persist despite
previous legislative reforms.

Postcolonial Feminism, as articulated by Mohanty (1988), critiques the
imposition of Western models of liberation and universalist discourses of human
rights that often ignore local histories and cultural complexity. This perspective
is critical in Afghanistan, where externally driven feminist initiatives have
struggled to gain legitimacy among conservative factions. Postcolonial feminism
calls for community-based, culturally grounded strategies that center Afghan
women's voices.

Finally, Islamic Feminism plays a crucial role by challenging patriarchal
interpretations of Islam used by groups like the Taliban. Scholars such as Badran
(1995) and recent regional religious figures (Sub, 2022) argue that the Taliban’s
practices are not derived from the Qur’an, but from tribal traditions
masquerading as religious mandates.

This multidimensional theoretical foundation allows for a nuanced analysis
of how gender inequality is produced, justified, and resisted under the Taliban
regime.

Research Methodology

To explore the impact of Taliban rule on women's rights after 2021, this research
employs a qualitative, interpretivist approach using two main methods:
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Thematic Analysis

The research applies a qualitative thematic analysis of official documents,
media reports, and interview transcripts to identify recurring themes in Taliban
policy and women's responses. The themes are framed within the four analytical
lenses:

e Taliban ideology and governance

¢ International reactions and diplomatic discourse
e Socio-economic structures under Taliban rule

e Grassroots resistance and women’s agency

Thematic coding was informed by feminist and postcolonial theories and
cross-validated using academic literature, NGO reports (UN Women, Human
Rights Watch), and local Afghan commentary.

Primary Data Collection: Semi-Structured Interviews

Given the restrictions on conducting fieldwork in Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan, the study utilizes semi-structured interviews with Afghan women
in exile in Tiirkiye, gathered between 2023-2024. These participants were selected
via purposive sampling based on the following criteria:

e Female individuals who left Afghanistan after August 2021

e Previously active in education, civil society, media, or public service
e Willing to share their experience and provide informed consent

A total of 20 interviews were conducted in Dari.

Interviews focused on:
e Personal experiences of life under Taliban rule
e Impact on education, employment, healthcare, and mobility
e Perceptions of resistance and international advocacy

Ethical protocols included full anonymity, voluntary participation, and no
use of identifiable details. Pseudonyms and location masking were applied
where needed.

Supplementary Sources

To ensure triangulation and balance between global and local perspectives,
the following sources were analyzed:
e Reports by Afghan NGOs (e.g.,, RAWA, Afghan Women'’s Network)
e Regional think tanks (e.g., Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit)
e Islamic scholarly critiques from Iran, Pakistan, and Afghanistan
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e Social media activism and digital ethnography (hashtags such as
#LetAfghanGirlsLearn)

Limitations

This study acknowledges its reliance on diaspora voices, which may not
fully represent rural or internally displaced Afghan women. Access to current,
in-country data remains limited due to the Taliban’s suppression of free speech
and independent reporting. Nevertheless, this work offers valuable insight into
the lived experiences and resilience of Afghan women as documented through
first-hand testimony and multi-sourced secondary analysis.

Research Findings: Regression, Continuity, and Resistance

Education and Public Participation

Across both Taliban regimes, a consistent pattern of restricting girls’
education and women’s public participation is evident. From 1996 to 2001, girls
were outright banned from schools and women from workplaces. Similarly, since
August 2021, the Taliban have closed secondary schools and universities to
women (Popalzai & Stambaugh) and reinstated restrictions on employment,
particularly in government, media, and NGOs. While the 1996 Taliban regime
enforced these bans through religious police and public executions, the current
regime uses bureaucratic decrees (e.g., through the Ministry for the Promotion of
Virtue and Prevention of Vice), signaling a shift from brute enforcement to
institutionalized legal repression.

Economic and Property Rights (Newly Expanded)

In both regimes, women’s economic independence has been undermined.
However, post-2021, new dynamics have worsened women’s financial
vulnerability:

e Women barred from most paid work sectors (Women, 2023)

e Closure of businesses led by women entrepreneurs

e Discriminatory inheritance practices returned in areas under
Taliban control

e Reports on forced marriages and bride-price inflation due to
women's diminished agencies

Unlike the 1996 period, where the economy was largely informal, today’s
restrictions come in the context of an internationally sanctioned and aid-
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dependent economy, exacerbating poverty. With no control over assets or
income, many Afghan women now rely on male relatives or face marital coercion
as survival.

Healthcare and Psychological Impact

Under the 1996 regime, healthcare services for women were decimated, with
female doctors banned and women prohibited from accessing male physicians.
In the current regime:

e Women's mobility constraints (Mahram enforcement) have reduced
access to clinics

¢ Employmentbans have driven female healthcare professionals out of the
system

e Mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, and trauma have
spiked (UN Women, 2021)

One interviewee shared:

“Before the Taliban, I was a midwife. Now, I cannot leave home alone, and my
patients call me in secret. I feel erased.”

While both eras restrict access, the psychosocial collapse is far more visible today
due to increased awareness, social media exposure, and the sheer scale of
regression after 20 years of progress.

Digital Resistance and Diaspora Advocacy

New to the post-2021 era is the emergence of digital activism and diasporic
networks. Afghan women inside and outside the country are organizing protests,
sharing stories, and raising awareness through hashtags like:

e #LetAfghanGirlsLearn
e #StandWithAfghanWomen
e #AfghanWomenExist

One interviewer in Tiirkiye stated:

“I lost my career, my classroom, and my freedom —but I haven't lost my voice.”

These efforts have drawn attention from international organizations,
resulting in UN condemnations and European Parliament resolutions (though
enforcement remains weak).

Resistance in the 1990s was largely underground. Today, it is digital,
transnational, and highly visible—although this also places activists at
heightened risk of Taliban surveillance and retaliation.



Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2025, vol. 7, no.1 11

Legal Structures and Ideological Justifications

The Taliban’s legal system —based on a selective interpretation of Deobandi
jurisprudence—continues to be patriarchal and exclusionary. However, Islamic
feminist scholars argue that:

e Mahram and Purdah are not Qur’anic mandates
e The Taliban’s rulings distort Islam to justify authoritarian control

Both Taliban eras share ideological foundations, but today’s Taliban are more
rhetorically strategic, often claiming alignment with “Islamic values” to deflect
international criticism —even while violating core Islamic teachings on justice,
dignity, and education.

Summary Table: Comparative Analysis

Aspect Taliban 1996-2001 Taliban 2021-2025
Employment Women banned from most Women banned from Govt,
NGOs,
Work Media; informal work policed
Mobility (Mahram) Strictly enforced Re-imposed and digitally monitored
Healthcare Women lacked access; Limited access due to Mahram rule,
Staff banned economic collapse
Resistance Underground schools Digital activism; diaspora
lobbying;
(E.g. RAWA) viral hashtags
Legal Framework Religious police Bureaucratized system via
ministries
(Amr bil Maruf) and decrees
Ideological
Justification Deobandism + tribal codes same framework,

but more strategic
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Use of public rhetoric
Property /
Economic Rights Minimal rights; limited Denied access to property, banking,
Enforcement income; marital coercion rising

Discussion and Theoretical Reflections

The findings of this research confirm that the trajectory of women's rights in
Afghanistan is deeply intertwined with political shifts in power. The post-2021
Taliban regime has not merely reversed previous gains but institutionalized a
gender apartheid system that systematically removes women from public life.
The discussion below draws on feminist and postcolonial theory to interpret
these developments and evaluate the Afghan women's responses.

Feminist Theory: Legal Gains vs. Structural Patriarchy

While liberal feminism helps explain the achievements made between 2001
and 2021 —such as constitutional protections, education expansion, and female
employment—it also reveals its limits. These gains were primarily legalistic and
top-down, dependent on international funding and vulnerable to political
collapse. The return of the Taliban shows how formal equality can be swiftly
dismantled in the absence of structural change.

Radical feminism offers a deeper critique: gender oppression in Afghanistan
is not merely legal but embedded in patriarchal customs, economic structures,
and religious institutions. Practices like Mahram and Purdah are upheld not just
through policy but through cultural internalization, making women’s exclusion
seem “normal” or “moral.” This view aligns with the testimonies of interviewees
who described feeling “invisible” or “erased” under Taliban rule—an
embodiment of structural, not just symbolic, violence.

Postcolonial Feminism: Beyond Western-Centric Advocacy

Postcolonial feminist theory, especially Mohanty’s (1988) critique of
“universalist feminism,” illuminates a core tension: international campaigns to
“save” Afghan women have often ignored local voices, Islamic interpretations,
and culturally grounded strategies. These external frameworks, though well-
meaning, failed to build sustainable, community-anchored change and instead
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fueled backlash from conservative factions who perceived women’s rights as
foreign impositions.

This study supports Mohanty's argument by emphasizing Afghan women’s
self-generated strategies—from underground education to digital activism—
rather than positioning them as passive victims. As several interviewees noted,
even in exile they continue to advocate, teach, and organize, framing their
struggle within both religious and cultural legitimacy.

Islamic Feminism: Contesting the Taliban’s Claims

The Taliban’s justification of their gender policies through Islam is
vigorously contested by Islamic feminist scholars, who argue for gender equality
grounded in Qur’anic values. Badran (1995) and (Sub, 2022) assert that the
Taliban’s interpretation is culturally patriarchal, not theologically sound.

Afghan religious figures—both male and female—are increasingly using
Islamic texts to challenge Taliban edicts, especially around education. This
growing faith-based resistance is a crucial development, providing an alternative
moral and religious framework for advancing women'’s rights.

Women’s Agency and Innovative Resistance

A central contribution of this study is highlighting the resilience and
adaptability of Afghan women:
e They form secret learning networks

Mobilize digital campaigns
e Engage in cross-border solidarity
e Use Islamic arguments to counter Taliban decrees
These actions show that Afghan women are not merely reacting to
oppression but actively constructing alternative futures, often at great personal
risk.
As one interviewee said:
“We don’t need saving —we need space, safety, and solidarity.”

Original Contribution

This research makes a unique contribution by:
e Combining theoretical depth with empirical voices through
interviews
e Centering Afghan women's own frameworks of resistance, not
externally imposed agendas
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e Offering a comparative analysis of Taliban regimes, often missing
from mainstream literature

e Highlighting the intersection of gender, economy, religion, and
displacement

Conclusion

The Taliban’s return to power in August 2021 marked a catastrophic turning
point for women'’s rights in Afghanistan. The dismantling of educational access,
economic participation, healthcare access, and public visibility for Afghan
women has transformed the country into what many scholars now describe as a
gender apartheid state. This study has shown that these repressive structures are
not rooted in core Islamic teachings, but rather in cultural patriarchy masked as
theology.

Drawing on feminist, postcolonial, and Islamic feminist theory, this study
reveals that the progress made from 2001 to 2021 —although meaningful —was
structurally fragile. It relied heavily on liberal feminist reforms and Western aid
without sufficiently challenging the underlying patriarchal systems. The collapse
of these reforms after the U.S. withdrawal underscores that without deep
structural transformation, legal equality alone cannot ensure durable gender
justice.

Yet, within this regression lies a powerful counterforce: Afghan women'’s
agency and resistance. Whether protesting in the streets of Kabul, teaching in
underground schools, or amplifying their voices through digital activism in exile,
Afghan women continue to fight for their rights. Their resistance is not only
political —it is cultural, spiritual, and intellectual.

In light of the findings, this study offers the following recommendations for
international organizations, policymakers, regional actors, and civil society:

Center Afghan Women in Advocacy and Aid Delivery

Donors and INGOs should support women-led local NGOs and networks —
especially those rooted in Islamic or community frameworks. Empower Afghan
women as agents, not just recipients, of support.

Recognize and Act on Gender Apartheid

The UN and international community should classify Taliban practices as a
form of gender apartheid, triggering stronger legal and political accountability.
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Investigate and document violations through the International Criminal Court
(ICC).

Appoint a UN Special Envoy on Afghan Women

A dedicated envoy should be tasked with monitoring, reporting, and
advocating on the specific conditions of women in Afghanistan.

Promote Faith-Based Advocacy Against Misuse of Sharia

Collaborate with Islamic scholars across the Muslim world to counter the
Taliban’s interpretation of Sharia and amplify religious arguments for women’s
rights.

Strengthen Economic Alternatives for Women

Develop aid strategies that bypass Taliban structures and allow women to
safely earn income, especially in education, healthcare, and cottage industries.

Protect Afghan Women in Exile

Ensure Afghan refugee women in neighboring countries and Europe receive
legal protections, trauma-informed services, and opportunities to continue their
advocacy.

Stop Deportations of Afghan Women

No country should forcibly return Afghan women to Taliban-controlled
territories where their lives and rights are at extreme risk. The story of Afghan
women is not one of victimhood —it is one of courage, innovation, and relentless
resistance. This study aims not only to document oppression but also to amplify
that resistance. The global community must act —not just in words, but through
sustained policy, protection, and partnership.

As one interviewee powerfully stated:

“We do not need sympathy. We need the world to stand with us—not as
saviors, but as allies.”

References

Akbar, S. (2022). *The fight for freedom: My journey with Afghan women’s rights*.
HarperCollins Press.

Badran, M. (1995). *Feminists, Islam, and nation: Gender and the making of modern
Egypt*. Princeton University Press.



16
Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2025, vol. 7, no.1

Firestone, S. (1970). *The dialectic of sex: The case for feminist revolution*. William
Morrow.

Hasht e Sub. (2022). Iranian Imam says Taliban has ‘no Sharia justification” for depriving
girls of education. https://8am.media/eng/iranian-imam-says-taliban-has-no-sharia-

justification-for-depriving-girls-of-education/
Human Rights Watch. (2023). *Report on Afghanistan*. https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2023/country-chapters/afghanistan

Kabeer, N. (2009). Women’s empowerment and the politics of gender equality in South
Asia. *Women'’s Studies International Forum, 32*(2), 97-105.

Kakar, P. (2021). The role of women in the economic development of Afghanistan. *SSRN*.
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3807706

Kandiyoti, D. (2000). Old dilemmas or new challenges? The politics of gender and
reconstruction in Afghanistan. *Development and Change, 31*(1), 169-199.

Mohanty, C. T. (1988). Under Western eyes: Feminist scholarship and colonial discourses.
*Feminist Review*, (30), 61-88.

Popalzai, M., & Stambaugh, A. (2022). Taliban postpones return to school for Afghan girls
above 6th grade. *CNN*. https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/23/asia/taliban-girls-school-
delay-afghanistan-intl

Salehi, A. K. (2024). An inquiry into Taliban theology: Deobandism with a Pashtunwali
flavor. *Afghan Institute for Strategic Studies*.

https://aissonline.org/Uploads/PublicationEnglishFiles/an-inquiry-into-taliban-
theology-english-7368.pdf
Shahrani, M. N. (2022). *Afghan women under the Taliban: From liberation to repression®.

University of California Press.
Tong, R. (2009). *Feminist thought: A more comprehensive introduction*. Westview Press.
UN Women. (2021). *Women'’s rights in Afghanistan one year after the Taliban take-over*.
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2021/12/gender-alert-

womens-rights-in-afghanistan
UN Women. (2023). *Afghanistan Gender Equality Brief*.
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Gender-country-profile-

Afghanistan-Executive-summary-en.pdf

Vora, A. (2022). *Afghan women in exile: Struggles and solidarity across borders*.
Michigan University Press.

© 2025. This work is licensed under the terms and conditions of the Creative
BY Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


https://8am.media/eng/iranian-imam-says-taliban-has-no-sharia-justification-for-depriving-girls-of-education/
https://8am.media/eng/iranian-imam-says-taliban-has-no-sharia-justification-for-depriving-girls-of-education/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/afghanistan
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/afghanistan
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3807706
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/23/asia/taliban-girls-school-delay-afghanistan-intl
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/23/asia/taliban-girls-school-delay-afghanistan-intl
https://aissonline.org/Uploads/PublicationEnglishFiles/an-inquiry-into-taliban-theology-english-7368.pdf
https://aissonline.org/Uploads/PublicationEnglishFiles/an-inquiry-into-taliban-theology-english-7368.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2021/12/gender-alert-womens-rights-in-afghanistan
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2021/12/gender-alert-womens-rights-in-afghanistan
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Gender-country-profile-Afghanistan-Executive-summary-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Gender-country-profile-Afghanistan-Executive-summary-en.pdf

CIAS 7\”{@ KAPADOKYA

i i
Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies I w;!;.h\‘:hEkRAi-S\ml—AIpE Sl

Aragtirma Makalesi
Putin Dénemi Rus Enerji Politikas1: Anlagsmazlik ve
Catisma Siireclerine Yansimalar!

Seda Seving Cilasun *

1 Doktora Ogrencisi, Avrasya Arastirmalar1 Anabilim Dali, Nigde Omer Halisdemir
Universitesi, Nigde, Tiirkiye. ORCID: 0000-0003-1355-6422
* letisim: s.sevinc_87@hotmail.com

Gonderim: 02.06.2025; Kabul: 29.06.2025. DOI: 10.38154/CJAS.2025.88

Oz: Rusya’da Putin donemi, enerji yonetiminin devlet tekelinde bir alan haline
getirilmeye baslandig1 ve enerji stratejilerinin hayata gegirilmeye girisildigi bir
donemi teskil eder. Etkili oldugu jeopolitik alanda kiiresel ve bolgesel
anlasmazlik/catisma siireglerini de kullanan Rusya’nin enerjiyi giicli sekilde
kullanan bir enerji aktorii haline geldigi goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda Rusya
ulusal ¢ikarlar igin dis politikada bolgesel olarak hareket alanini genisletmek
ve enerji kaynaklarinin ve transferinin kontroliinii saglamak igin
anlasmazliklardan savasa varan genis yelpazede dis politika davramislari
sergilemektedir. Bu cerceveyi arastirmak iizere bir durum analizi seklinde
hazirlanan c¢alismada oncelikle Rusya’nin giiniimiizde enerji aktorligiinii
belirleyen enerji profili ana hatlariyla ¢izilmistir. Ardindan Putin yonetiminde
Rusya’da enerjinin dis politikanin temel bilesenlerinden biri haline getirilmesi
stirecinde etkili olan politika ve stratejiler ele alinmistir. Son olarak ise Rus dis
politikasinda enerjinin neden-temel ara¢ olarak one ¢iktig1 anlasmazlik ve
catisma Ornekleri iizerinden, Putin dénemi Rus enerji politikasinin genel Rus
dis politikasinin en 6nemli bileseni olarak nasil kullanildig1 analiz edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Rusya, Putin dénemi, dis enerji politikasi, Rus dis politikasi,
Rus enerji stratejisi.
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Russian Energy Policy in the Putin Era: Reflections on
Disagreement and Conflict Processes

Abstract: Under Putin's leadership, Russia has initiated the transformation of
energy management into a state-controlled monopoly, while concurrently
endeavoring to implement energy strategies. Furthermore, it has emerged as an
energy actor that utilizes energy powerfully in determining the fundamental
dynamics of its foreign policy. This is achieved by leveraging global and
regional dispute/conflict processes within the geopolitical domain where it
exerts influence. In this context, Russia has exhibited a wide range of foreign
policy behaviors, ranging from disputes to war, in order to expand its sphere of
action regionally in pursuit of its national interests and to ensure the control of
energy resources and transfer. This study, which was prepared to investigate
this framework, first outlines the energy profile that determines Russia's status
as an energy actor today. The subsequent discussion will focus on the policies
and strategies employed during the Putin administration that have effectively
integrated energy as a pivotal component of Russia's foreign policy. The final
section of the study analyzes how Russian energy policy in the Putin era has
been utilized as the most significant component of the nation's foreign policy,
using examples of disputes and conflicts in which energy has emerged as a
cause-and-effect tool.

Keywords: Russia, Putin era, foreign energy policy, Russian foreign policy,
Russian energy strategy.

Giris

1990’11 yillar uluslararas: politikada belirsizlikler, bosluklar ve ¢atisma/savaslarla
dolu bir giindeme sahne olurken, bununla baglantil1 olarak uluslararas: iligkiler
cogu ¢ozlim gerektiren, sorun alani olarak tespit edilen yeni meselelerle, analiz
konulariyla zenginlesmeye baglamistir. Son yiizyila girisle birlikte bu
zenginlesmenin en 6nemli basliklarmdan biri olarak enerji meselesi de yiikselise
gecmistir. Diinyada gittikce artan enerji talebine karsilik enerji {iretiminin
gelecegi hakkindaki endiseler; fosil kaynaklarin sanayilesme ve enerji
giivenligindeki 6nemi; fosil kaynaklara bagiml diinya ekonomisinin karbondan

arindirilmis bir doniisiim siirecine girmesi ve iklim politikalarinmn yarattig: etki
gibi unsurlar karsiikli bagimlhihgin gittikce arttigi diinyada enerji giivenliginin
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o6neminin oniimiizdeki on yillarda siirecegini gostermektedir. Yeni/yenilenebilir
enerji teknolojileri ve kaynaklarma dayali yeni bir enerji sistemi ve dolayisiyla
yeni bir enerji jeopoliti§ine gegisin yansimalari tizerinde duruldugu son yillarda
bu gecisin sancilarnin yasandigr da goriilmektedir. Baslica fosil kaynak
iireticileri ve tedarikgileri ile mevcut ve bliylimesi ongoriilen enerji tiiketicisi
tilke/bolgeler arasinda nispeten yolunda giden fosil piyasa uzlasisi, son yillarda
cesitli nedenlerle ortaya ¢ikan sorunlarla sarsilmaya baslamistir. Bu sorunlar,
ozellikle tiretim ve arz boyutunda enerji giivenliginin dogasinda yer alan dis
etkenlere acikliktan kaynaklanabildigi gibi uluslararasi aktorlerin tercih ve
davranislarindan da kaynaklanabilmektedir.

Bat1 sanayilesmesi ve liberal piyasa temiz ve yeni enerjiye gegisi
onceliklendirmekte, hatta bu yonelim iklim politikalariyla biitiinlestirilerek
kiiresel bir sorumluluk olarak kiiresel 6lgekte bir dontistimle ifade edilmektedir.
Cin ve Hindistan gibi diinya enerji tiiketiminde biiyiik paya sahip, talebin
yiiksek oranda arttig1 ancak fosile ve enerji ithalatina bagiml tiiketici pazarlar
0zel konumlarini devam ettirmektedir. Fosil kaynak tiretimi ve ihracatina dayali
ekonomiler ise genelde, bu doniisiim siirecinde genis alanda
belirgin/dontistiiriicli tepkilere dayali davranislar sergilememekteyken, bir
istisna Rusya Federasyonu olmustur. Rusya’'min tabloda bu yere
oturtulmasindaki en temel somut gerekce diinyanin sayili petrol ve ozellikle
dogal gaz kaynaklari rezervlerine sahip olmasi, hidrokarbon kaynaklari
ureticilerinden ve ihracatgilarindan birisi olmasidir. Degisen uluslararas:
konjonktiirde yerini belirginlestirmek ve giiclendirmek isteyen Rusya'nin bu
glictinii uluslararasi politikada kullandig1 goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda Rusya,
enerji kaynaklar1 kontrolii imkaniyla uluslararasi iligkileri etkileme kapasitesi
acismndan Snemlidir.

Petrol ve dogal gaza ek olarak komiir rezerv, iiretim ve ihracatinda da sayil
aktorlerden biri olan Rusya, Avrupa enerji tedarikinde en énemli oyuncudur.
2006’dan itibaren baglayan Rusya-Ukrayna dogal gaz krizleri ve 2022 Rusya-
Ukrayna savagi ve Avrupa ile enerjide yasanan gerilimler, Rusya'nin enerji
kaynaklarin1 dis politikasmnda gii¢ projeksiyonunun bir parcasi/araci olarak
kullandig yoniindeki goriislerin giliclenmesinde bir doniim noktas1 olmustur.

Bu durum her ne kadar Rusya-Ukrayna gerilimleri ile iliskilendirilse de Rus
dis enerji politikasinda enerji kartmin gii¢ kazanma siireci ve ilgili unsurlar
cercevesinde ele almabilmektedir. Bu siirecin baslangici Putin'in  Rus
yonetimindeki roliiyle kendini gostermeye baslamistir.  Rusya Vladimir
Putin’le birlikte enerji politikasin1 ekonomi planlamasmin bir parcas: olarak
sekillendirmeye ve tedrici olarak dig politikasmin da bir tamamlayicis: olarak
insa etmeye baslamistir. Bu politikanin amac 6zetle, enerji arzinin uluslararasi
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piyasalara entegrasyonun saglanip enerji kaynaklarindan yiiksek gelir elde
etmek olmustur. Bu amaci gergeklestirmek icin kabaca dort boyutlu bir
uygulama izlenmektedir. Bunlar sirayla enerji arz ve talep giivenliginin
saglanmasi, enerji piyasasinda Rusyanin &nemli bir oyuncu olarak
konumlandirilmasi, ulusal ¢ikarlarma uygun bir enerji politikasinin yiiriitiilmesi
ve etkili enerji giivenligi stratejilerinin gelistirilmesidir (Atlas, 2021: 417-418, 474).
Rusya'nin hala onemli bir giic birikimi ve biiyiik bir kapasitesine sahip
olmasinin, diinya sahnesinde kendisini enerji kaynaklar ile gosterme kararlilig:
igerisine girmesini kolaylastirdig1 da one siiriilmektedir. Dolayisiyla Putin’in en
onemli uluslararasi projesi olarak Rusya’nin eski Sovyet devletleri iizerinde
yeniden hakimiyet kurmak ve Rusya’y1 yeniden biiyiik bir kiiresel gii¢ haline
getirip ABD’yi bolgeden uzaklastirmaya ¢alistirmak (Yergin, 2022: 80) i¢in enerji
de onemli bir ara¢ haline getirilmistir. Ayrica Putin’in vizyonunda sosyal ve
ekonomik anlamda gelisemez ise tekrar bir siiper gii¢ olunamayacak ve bu
durum Rusya’nin diinya tarihinden silinmesine neden olacaktir. Bu baglamda
Putin Rus dis politikasini ve enerji politikasini adeta i¢ ige gecirmis Rusya’nin
ulusal c¢ikarlar1 s6z konusu oldugunda ise enerji kartmi kullanmaktan geri
durmamastir (Sevim, 2014: 91).

Bu ¢alismanin iddiasi, boylelikle Putin yonetiminde Rusya’da bir yandan
enerji yonetiminin devlet tekelinde bir alan haline getirilmeye baslandigi, es
zamanli olarak enerji stratejileri hayata gegirilmeye girisildigi ve dahasi etkili
oldugu jeopolitik alanda kiiresel ve bolgesel anlasmazlik/catisma siireglerini de
kullanarak dis politikasindaki temel dinamikleri belirlerken enerjiyi giiclii
sekilde kullanan bir enerji aktorii haline geldigidir. Bu baglamda Rusya'nin
ulusal ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda dis politikada bolgesel etkisini arttirmak ve enerji
kaynaklar1 ile bunlarm transferi {izerindeki kontroliinii saglamak amaciyla
anlasmazliklardan savasa kadar uzanan dis politika davranislar sergiledigi
goriilmektedir. Bu cergeveyi arastrmak {izere bir durum analizi seklinde
hazirlanan calismada Oncelikle Rusya'min giiniimiizde enerji aktorliigiinii
belirleyen enerji profili ana hatlariyla gizilmektedir. Ardindan Putin yonetiminde
Rusya’da enerjinin dis politikanin temel bilesenlerinden biri haline getirilmesi
stirecinde etkili olan politika ve stratejiler ele alinmaktadir. Asli olarak ise Rus
dis politikasinda enerjinin neden-temel arag¢ olarak one ¢iktig1 anlasmazhk ve
catisma Ornekleri {izerinden, Putin dénemi Rus enerji politikasinin genel Rus dig
politikasinin en 6nemli bileseni olarak nasil kullanildig1 analiz edilmektedir.
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Giiniimiiz Rus Enerji Profili ve Kiiresel Konumu

Rusya, diinyadaki en onemli hidrokarbon enerji {ireticilerinden biridir ve
ekonomik giiclinii 6nemli oranda bu kaynaklardan elde edilen gelirlerle
sekillendirmektedir. 2024 Ocak ay1 itibari ile ispatlanmis dogal gaz rezervleri
1,688 trilyon kiibik feet olarak hesaplanan Rusya dogalgazda %19,9 ile en biiyiik
rezerv llkesi iken dogal gaz tiretiminde ise ABD’den (%23,1) sonra %17,4 ile
ikinci siradadir (EIA, agis, 2024; BP, 2021: 32; BP, 2022: 29). Ocak 2024 itibariyle
ispatlanmis petrol rezervleri ise 80 milyar varildir (diinya toplam ispatlanmis
petrol rezervlerindeki pay1 %6,2). Diinya toplam petrol iiretiminde 2022 yilinda
%12,7'lik oranla ikinci sirada yer almigtir. Ayrica ABD’den sonra diinyanin en
biiyiik ikinci komdiir rezervlerine sahiptir ve tahmin edilen miktar 179 milyar
tondur. Rusya’nin 2022’de kurulu elektrik iiretim kapasitesi 301 gigawatt’tir.
Elektriginin %44'tnti dogal gazdan, %20’sini niikleer enerjiden, %19unu
hidroelektrikten ve %15ini de komiirden elde etmektedir. 2022 yil itibari ile
ABD, Cin ve Fransa’dan sonra dordiincii niikleer gii¢ tireticisidir ve 37 faal
niikleer gii¢ reaktdriine sahiptir. Ay yil itibariyle hidroelektrik alaninda da
diinyada besinci biiyiik {ireticidir ve Rusya’nin birincil yenilenebilir elektrik
kaynagini olusturmaktadir (BP, 2021: 16, 19; BP, 2022: 16; EIA, agis, 2024).

Goriildiigii tizere Rusya fosil enerji kaynaklar: agisindan oldukga zengin bir
tilkedir. Rusya’nin ekonomik kalkinmasinda ve jeopolitik stratejilerinde bu
kaynaklarin tiretimi, dis pazarlara ulastirilmas: ve bunun i¢in kurulan sistemin
aktorleri belirleyici unsurlardir. Ayrica izlenen ihracat rotalari, bolge 6tesinde
enerji jeopolitigini etkileyen Rus dis enerji politikasinin ¢ok 6nemli boyutunu
olusturmaktadr.

Ulkenin dogal gaz rezervlerinin yarisindan fazlast Sibirya’da
bulunmaktadir. Yamburg, Urengoy, Medvezhye bolgeleri dogal gaz
rezervlerinin en ok ¢iktig1 Sibirya sahalarmdandir. Ulkenin {iretme ve gelistirme
asamasmdaki gaz rezervlerinin biiylik bir kism1 da Nadym-Pur-Taz bolgesinde
bulunmaktadir (Savzaliyev, 2021: 132). Rusya'nn Bati Sibirya Ovasmin
kuzeyinde yer alan Yamal-Nenets Ozerk bolgesi iilkenin dogal gaz rezervlerinin
%78 ini dogal gaz {iretiminin de yaklasik %90'm1 karsilamaktadir. Urengoy
sahasindan 385 Tcf ve Yamburg sahasindan yaklasik olarak 290 Tcf rezerv
bulunmaktadir. Bovanenkovo 173 Tcf ve Zapolyarnoye 124 Tcf rezerv
bulunmaktadir (EIA, agis, 2024).

Rusya’y1 bir enerji stiper giicii haline getirme niyeti ile hareket eden Putin,
Rus ulusal siyasetinin tam merkezinde devlete ait en biiyiik gaz sirketi olan ve
iilkenin dogal gaz rezervlerinin biiyiik bir boliimiinii biinyesinde bulunduran
Gazprom sirketini yerlestirmistir. Putin Gazprom’u “kutsallarmn kutsal1” olarak
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nitelendirmis, Gazprom’da Rusya'nin politik ¢ikarlarmi gozeterek Kremlin'in
politik bir aktorii olarak hareket etmistir (Ak¢apa, 2020: 101-102). Henderson ve
Mitrova, Gazprom’'u devlet destekli “gaz sampiyonu” ve ekonomik, siyasi
Ozdemir’e gore, Gazprom’un diinyadaki devasa konumunun altinda 1992'de
yapilan Ozellestirme-devretme islemlerinde Rusya topraklarmin dort bolgesi
hari¢ her yerini kapsayan iceriginde kesif, iletim, iiretim, depolama hakki da
bulunan birbirleriyle iligkili “Birlesik Gaz Sistemi”nin miilkiyetini almis olmas1
yatmaktadir (Ozdemir, 2017: 96-97). Ayrica Gazprom i¢ ve dis piyasada gazin
cikarilmasi, ham petroliin iiretimi konusunda ve hidrokarbon rafinerisi
operasyonlarinda faaliyet gosteren ve en yiiksek basingli gaz iletim hattinin
sahibi olarak alaninda tekel konumundadir (Akgapa, 2020: 106; Ozdemir, 2017:
97). Stern’e gore de Gazprom ongoriilebilir gelecekte Rus gazi {iretim ve satisinda
onemli bir oyuncu olmaya devam edecektir (Stern, 2005: 13). Gazprom disinda
Novatek ve Rosneft gibi gaz {iiretici sirketler de 2000-2010 yillar1 arasmdaki
donemde i¢ pazardaki paylarmi iki katma gikarmis, 2030 yilina kadar da %25-30
diizeylerine ¢ikarmalar: diistiniilmektedir (Tosun, 2018: 56).

Rusya’nin enerji kaynaklarinin dis piyasalara tasinmasinda ve altyapisinda
boru hatlar1 énemli bir yere sahiptir. Rus gazini uluslararas: piyasalara tasiyan
basta Yamal-Avrupa Boru Hatt: (Belarus ve Polonya tizerinden Almanya’ya), Mavi
Akim ve Tiirk Akini (Tiirkiye’ye), Brotherhood Boru Hatt1 (Ukrayna ve Slovakya
tizerinden Avrupa’ya), Trans Balkan Boru Hatti (Moldova, Ukrayna, Romanya,
Bulgaristan ve Tiirkiye'ye), Soyuz Boru Hatt: (Ukrayna’ya ve buradan da
Avrupa’ya ), Northern Lights Boru Hatt: (Belarus’a ve buradan da Polonya,
Ukrayna ve Litvanya’ya) ve Kuzey Akim 1 (Baltik Denizi tizerinden Almanya’ya)
olmak {izere 11 ana gaz boru hatt1 bulunmaktadir (Pamir, 2016: 258-259; Agca,
2019: 83-84; Cetinkaya, 2019: 178-179; Ersal ve Keser, 2020: 103).

Rusya’nin petrol iiretiminin biiytik bir béliimii Bat1 Sibirya’daki Priobskoye
ve Samotlor alanlarindan karsilanmaktadir. Bunlarin yani sira Sahalin, Dogu
Sibirya Kuzey Kutbu'nun Rus bolgesin de de sahalar bulunmaktadir. Potansiyel
havzalar olarak Hazar ve Timan-Pechora (Rusyanin kuzeyi) bolgesi One
¢ikmaktadir (Pamir, 2016: 227). Rusya’nin en biiyiik petrol iiretici sirketi Rosneft,
boru hatt1 sirketi ise Transnefttir. Gazprom ikinci biiyiik petrol {ireticisidir.
Uretilen petroliin diinya pazarlarina ulastirlmasinda kullanilan ve énemli rol
oynayan Druzbha (Dostluk) Boru Hatt: (Avrupa’ya), Espo (Dogu Sibirya-Pasifik
Okyanus) (Asya-Pasifik pazarma) ve Baltik Boru Hatti Sistemi (Kuzey ve Bati
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Avrupa’ya) gibi ana boru hatlar1 bulunmaktadir (Pamir, 2016: 233-234; IEA, agis,
2022b; Cetinkaya, 2019: 98-99).

Rusya Eyliil 2023'te altyap: gecikmeleri, rafineri bakimi ve rublenin
zayiflamas1 nedeniyle benzin ve dizel ihracatim1 kisa siire icin yasaklamistir.
Rusya 2024'iin ilk ¢eyreginde tekniksel sorunlar, drone saldirilar1 ve Ukrayna
savasl sonrasi iilkeye uygulanan yaptirimlarin etkileri nedeniyle ¢ok sayida
rafineri kesintisi yasanmaistir (EIA, agis, 2024).

Rusya 2022 yilinda 509 milyon ton komdir {iretmistir. Cin ve Avustralya’dan
sonra iglincli metalurjik komdiir iireten tilkedir. Bat1 Sibirya bolgesi metalurjik
komiir iireten bolgelerden birisidir. Ayrica Rusya’daki toplam komiir tiretiminin
neredeyse %80'ini bu bolge olusturmaktadir (EIA, agis, 2024; BP, 2022: 38).
Rusya’da {retilen komiirtin yaklasik %37’si {iilke iginde tiiketilmektedir
(Overland, I and Loginova, J, 2023: 3).

Rusya’da 2022 yilinda 1,138 teravatsaat elektrik iiretilmistir. Bu elektrigin
%441 dogal gazdan, %20’si niikleer enerjiden, %19'u hidroelektirkten ve %151
komiirden tiretilmistir (EIA, agis, 2024). Zengin fosil enerji kaynaklari tiretimine
sahip oldugu icin yenilenebilir enerji kaynaklarina yonelmesi uzun zaman
almistir. Bu konu ile ilgili ilk kez 2013 yilinda hidroelektrik, riizgar ve giines
enerjisine odaklanmis, 2017’den itibaren bu alanda gelistirme projeleri
hizlandirilmigtir. Hidroelektrik enerji Rusya’nin birincil yenilenebilir elektrik
kaynagidir. Sibirya bolgesi Rusya’nin toplam hidroelektrik kapasitesinin
%47’ sine sahiptir (Savzaliyev, 2021: 142-143).

2022 yih itibariyle Rusya, ABD, Fransa ve Cin’den sonra dordiincii biiyiik
niikleer gii¢ {iireticisi konumundadir ve 28 GW iiretim kapasitesine sahiptir.
Rosatom diinyanm en biiylik niikleer gii¢ sirketlerinden birisidir (EIA, agis,
2024).

Rusya’nin enerji altyapisi ve kaynaklar: iilkenin ekonomik kalkinmasinda
ve jeopolitik etkisinde Onemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Hidrokarbon
kaynaklarindaki zenginligi Rusya’y1 dis pazarlarda ¢nemli bir lider yapmustir.
Enerji pazarlarina agilabilmek igin dogu bolgelerine dogru gelistirilecek boru
hatlar1 insas1 6nemli goriilmektedir. 2004 yilinda ulusa seslenis konusmasinda
da Putin Dogu Sibirya’daki petrol sahalarindan boru hatt1 rotalarmin
belirlenmesinin 6nemli oldugunu vurgulamistir. Sibirya ve Rus Uzak
Dogusunda enerji projelerinin gerceklestirilmesinin de gerekli oldugu ifade
edilmistir (Junzo, 2005: 50). Rusya 2035 Enerji Strateji Belgesinde de kiiresel enerji
konumunu giiglendirmek icin alternatif piyasa olarak Asya bolgesini isaret
etmisgtir. 2022 Ukrayna Savagi nedeniyle pek ¢ok iilke Rusya’ya bir dizi yaptirim
uygulamaya baslamistir. Bu yaptirmmlar sonucu Rus ticareti Asya’ya dogru
kaymusgtir. Asya’ya 2023'ten bir onceki yila gore yapilan ham petrol ve kondensat
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sevkiyatlar1 %57, petrol tiriinleri ihracat1 %80, komiir sevkiyatlari ise 6nceki yila
gore %18 artmistir. Rusya’nin boru hatlar: ile yapilan dogal gaz ihracat: ise
onceki yila gore %48 azalmistir. LNG altyapi gelisimine dnem veren Rusya’nin
LNG ihracat1 %10 artmistir (EIA, agis, 2024).

Putin Dénemi Rus Enerji Politikas1 ve Stratejik I¢erigi

Rusya, Putin yonetiminde ¢ok yonlii ve pragmatik bir dis politika izlemeye
baslamistir. Putin, ¢cagin artan enerji talebini gesitli girisimlerle kullanarak siyasi
alanda etkisini arttirmaya ¢alismistir. Dolayisiyla enerji politikasy, {ilkenin i¢ ve
dis politikasini sekillendiren, uluslararas: iligkilerde giiclii bir aktor olmasma
hizmet eden stratejik konulardan biri haline gelmistir. Bu donemde enerji
sirketleri tizerinde devletin etkisini arttirilarak enerji kaynaklar1 dis politikada
Onemli bir arag olarak kullanilmaya baslanmistir. Bu dénemin altyapisinda,
Putin 6ncesi Rusya’da yasanan sorunlarin ¢oziimii igin duyulan ihtiyaglarm ve
uluslararasi gelismelerin de etkileri géz ontinde bulundurulmalidir.

Enerji sanayisinin temelleri Carlik donemine dayanan Rusya, Sovyetler
Birligi doneminde de petrol sanayisini merkezi bir kontrol alani olarak
yonetmistir (Sahin ve Nuriyev, 2021: 51-60). Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasiyla
tilkede siyasi, askeri, ekonomik, toplumsal ve ideolojik pek ¢ok sorun ortaya
cikmistir. Rusya’da i¢ tehditlerin arttii ve yerel catismalarin tetiklendigi
huzursuz bir donemdir. Bati'min neo-liberal recetelerle ekonomik politika
uygulamalari, Cegenistan Savasi'nin biraktig1 izler, Gorbagov'un Glasnost ve
Perestroyka reformlarinin bir sonu¢ vermemesi, Rusya ile NATO arasindaki
konvansiyonel dengenin NATO lehine islemesi iizerine Rusya niikleer silahlar
ilk kullanan olmama taahhiidiinii geri ¢ekmistir. ABD agisndan NATO'nun
varhgmin korunmasi ve genislemesi Avrupa giivenliginin temeli olarak
goriilmiis, Rusya’nin yeni bir karsit gii¢ olusturmamas: i¢in Russia first (dnce
Rusya) politikas1 izlenmis ancak 1995 yilindan sonra bu politika terkedilmistir.
NATO iiyesi devletlerin 23 Mart 1999 tarihinde Yugoslavya'ya yonelik baslattig:
Miittefik Gii¢ Harekat1 ve Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi karar1 olmaksizin
Yugoslavya'nin  bombalanmasi  Rusya’da  Atlantikgilerin  zayiflamass,
Avrasyacilarin etkisinin artmasi ile sonuglanmistir. Moskova ABD’'nin Balistik
Fiize Savunma Projesi, Bosna Savasina NATO miidahalesi ve NATOnun
genislemeye devam etmesi gibi tek kutuplu bir diinya sistemi gostergelerinden
biiyiik rahatsizlik duymustur (Celikpala ve Ceylan, 2023: 96; Sapmaz, 2020: 97-
98).
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Sovyetler Birligi'nin ¢okiisiinden sonraki donem; i¢ huzursuzlugun arttig,
yoksullugun, issizligin hizla yiikselerek ekonomik gelirlerin farkli kesimlerde
ucurumu derinlestirdigi, siyasi olarak da Yeltsin hiikiimetinin i¢ politikada sik
sik siyasi krizlerle ugrastig1 istikrarsiz bir tablo olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
Cecenistan Savasi’'nin Rus ulusal birligini tehdit etmesi ile ortaya ¢ikan ig
karisiklik donemi de bu istikrarsiz tabloya eklenmelidir. Putin iktidara
geldiginde Cegenistan Savasinin yarattigr i¢ huzursuzlugun giderilerek,
ekonomik durumun iyilestirilmesi ve Moskova'nin uluslararas: etkisinin
arttirilmasi onun i¢in temel gorev olmustur.

Putin, Rusya’da iktidara geldigi 2000’lerin baslarindan itibaren Rus dis
enerji politikasinda biiyiik degisimler olmustur. Bu énemli degisimler ilk olarak
dis politikada kendini gostermis, Rus dis politikas: pragmatik bir sekil almistir.
Bu dogrultuda tiim diinyada gii¢lii bir Rusya imaji igin askeri, siyasi ve
ekonomik adimlarla merkezi sistem gii¢lendirilmeye calisilmistir. Bu noktada
enerjinin kaldirag olarak kullanilmasi Putin iktidarmmn 6nem verdigi bir konu
olmustur; enerji kaynaklar1 ile i¢ politikada ve ekonomide biiylime, dis
politikada da bunu siirdiirme amaglanmaistir. Eski Sovyet devletleri ile iligkileri
gliclendirmek i¢in enerji anlasmalari/is birlikleri/koridorlar olusturulmustur.
Avrupa’daki tilkelerle de bu yonde anlasmalar imzalayan Putin, dis politika
yapim siireclerinde enerji kaynaklarini siyasi bir ara¢ olarak kullanmaktan geri
durmamastir.

Putin, Rus dis politikasinda degisim riizgarlarmi da beraberinde getirmistir.
YoOnetimi altinda {iilkede sadece siyasal istikrarin saglanmasi ile kalmamis
ekonomik istikrarin tesisi ile ilgili de Snemli adimlar atmustir. Oligarklarla,
yolsuzluklarla yaptig1 miicadele ekonomik iyilesmeleri beraberinde getirmis bu
durum da Putin liderligine halk destegini artirmistir. Dig politikadaki en biiyiik
tehdidin ekonomik zayifliklardan kaynaklandigini diisiindiigii i¢in Rus dig
politika 6nceliklerinin basina ekonomik basarilar1 yerlestirmis, temel kaldirac:
ise enerji politikalar1 olmustur. Genel olarak ii¢ temel belge ekseninde bu politika
sekillenmistir: Birbirini tamamlayan nitelikteki bu siyaset belgeleri 2000 Ulusal
Giivenlik Doktrini, Dis Politika Doktrini ve Askeri Doktrin’dir. Siyasi, giivenlik,
askeri ve ekonomik sorunlarimn tutarl bir sekilde yiiriitiilmesini amaglayan bu tig
belge Putin liderliginde yeni bir Rus dis politikas1 imaji1 belirlemistir (Akcapa,
2020: 56-57; armscontrol, agis, 2000a; armscontrol, agis 2000b). Bu belgelerde
genel olarak ©6ne ¢ikan konular; Rusyanin milli menfaatlerinin
gerceklestirilmesi, egemenliginin, toprak biitiinliigiiniin, dokunulmazhiginin
korunmasi ve bu kapsamda kendisinin ve miittefiklerinin askeri giivenliginin
saglanmasmin 6ncelikli oldugudur. Ulkenin uluslararasi alanda ekonomik ve
siyasi durumunun gii¢lendirilmesi ve ekonomisinin canlandirilmas: ile ulusal
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menfaatlerinin g6z ardi edildigi vurgusu 6n planda olmustur (Sapmaz, 2020: 101-
110; Akgapa, 2020: 57-63).

Boylelikle 2000°li yillardan itibaren uluslararasi politikada klasik gii¢
parametrelerinin yer yer saldirgan yansmmalarinin gorildiigii proaktif dis
politika kendisini gostermistir. Rusya'nin dev enerji sirketleri araciligiyla
uluslararasi politikada etkin bir rol oynamaya ¢alismasi, bu proaktif politikanin
bir sonucudur. Rus siyasi eliti, dogal gaz basta olmak tizere enerji kaynaklarma
salt ekonomik deger olarak bakmamakta Rus dis politikasinin amaglarini
gerceklestirmede Onemli bir enstriiman olarak da gormektedir. Putin’in
sOyleminde Rusya, ekonomik ve sosyal alanda gelisemezse diinya tarihinden
silinme ihtimali s6z konusu olacak bir {ilke konumundadir. Bu yiizden, Rus dis
politikasin1 ve enerji politikasini i¢ ice gecirerek Rus menfaatleri soz konusu
oldugunda enerji kartim1 kullanmay1 gorev bilmistir (Akgapa, 2020: 119-120;
Sevim, 2014: 91).

Rus ekonomisi Putin’in birinci bagkanlik doneminde enerji kaynaklarindan
yiiksek gelir elde etmistir. Ancak bu durum Rus ekonomisini enerji
kaynaklarindan elde edilen ihracata bagimli hale getirmistir (Sevim, 2014: 91).

Rus dis politikasinda enerji sektoriiniin Rus ekonomisinin en onemli
sacayaklarindan birisi olmasi nedeniyle, Rusya enerji sektoriiniin gelecegine
yonelik hedeflerini barindiran kapsamli siyaset ve strateji belgeleri
yayinlamaktadir. Ilk olarak 23 Kasim 2000 tarihinde 2020’ye kadar Rus Enerji
Stratejisi ilan edilmis, daha sonra revize edilerek yeni versiyonu 22 Mayis 2003
tarihinde onaylanmustir. Bu belge ile 6zellikle Asya’ya yonelik enerji ihracatinin
gelismesi ongoriilmiistiir. Hem Avrupa hem de Asya-Pasifik bolgeleriyle enerji
baglantilar1 agikliga kavusturulmaya ¢alisilmistir (Ivanov, 2000: 13). Bu belge ile
birlikte enerji konusu Rusya dis politikasinin 6nemli bir unsuru olarak
goriilmeye baglanmigstir. Rusya’nin iiretimi, yatirimlari, ihracat1 2009 krizinden
etkilenince mevcut strateji belgesinin giincellenme ihtiyac1 ortaya ¢ikmis, Rus
enerji sektoriinii tic asamada ayaga kaldirmay1 hedefleyen 2030 Rus Enerji Strateji
Belgesi 2009 yilinda yayimlanmustir (Sevim, 2014: 92). 2016 ve 2019 yilinda
yayimlanan Enerji Giivenligi Doktrinleri bulunmaktadir. 2015 yilinda gelistirilerek
yayimlanmasi 2020 yilin1 bulan 2035 Rus Enerji Strateji Belgesi kabul edilmistir.
Her bir enerji strateji belgesi daha etkin bir enerji stratejisi olusturmak tizere
revize edilerek sunulmustur. Bu belgeler enerji kaynaklarinin iilkenin dig
politikas1 ve jeopolitigi lizerindeki etkilerini gostermesi bakimindan &nem
tasimaktadir (Varol, 2013: 126-127).
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Ornegin, 2030 Rus Enerji Strateji Belgesi igeriginde 6ne g¢ikan ydnler
sunlardir (IEA, agis, 2021a; Sevim, 2014: 93):

Rusya'nin ekonomik biiylimesini siirdiirmek, yasam kalitesini
iyilestirmek,

Rusya’nin dogal enerji kaynaklarmin etkili kullanimini saglamak ve
enerji sektoriiniin potansiyelini {ist diizeylere ¢ikarmalk,

Rus enerji sektoriiniin uzun vadeli kalkinmasinda dnceliklerinin ve
belirtilen hedeflerinin gerceklesmesi icin mekanizmalar1 belirlemek,
Ar-Ge'nin desteklenmesi ve stratejik kalkinma yardimi saglamak,
Uzak Dogu, Dogu Sibirya bolgelerinde yeni sahalar olusturmak,
Avrupa enerji pazarinin oranini Rusya'nin ihracatinda goreceli
olarak diisiirmek (Cin, Japonya gibi yeni ihracat pazarlar1 bu
cercevede diisiinlilmiistiir),

Enerji sektoriinde revizyon, yeni teknolojilerle verimlilik kazanma
ve ekonomi genelinde enerji verimliliginin saglanmasi seklindeki {i¢
asamayla, 2030 i¢in %56’lik bir enerji yogunlugu azaltimina
ulasmak,

Hidrokarbon bagimhiliginin azaltilmasi kapsaminda ekonomiye
yenilebilir enerjiyi dahil etmek.

2035 Enerji Strateji Belgesi ise Rusya’nmn 2030 yili hedeflerinin
2035’e giincellendigi ayrintili bir plani icermektedir. Bu belgede
asagidaki boyutlar 6ne ¢ikmaktadir (Goverment, agis, 2020):

Yakit ve enerji ihracatinda artisin saglanmasi,

Enerji sektoriintin diinya enerji piyasalarindaki konumunun
giiglendirilmesi,

I¢ enerji talebinin karsilanmasi, enerji giivenliginin saglanmasi,
altyapinin iyilestirilmesi, teknolojik bagimsizligin saglanmasi,
Dogu Sibirya ve Uzak Dogu’da altyapilarin genisletilip, LNG
tesisleri inga etmeye odaklanmasi,

Yakitlarin ¢evre tizerindeki etkisinin azaltilmasi.

Bu belgelerde de bahsedildigi iizere Rusya’nin enerji stratejisinin amaci
Rusya’nin enerji potansiyelini diinya pazarlaria entegre etmek icin ekonomik
biiylimeyi devam ettirmek, Rusya’nin dogal enerji kaynaklarini etkili kullanarak
dis ekonomik konumlarmi giiclendirmek ve ayrica enerji sektoriiniin
potansiyelini en {ist diizeye ¢ikarmaktir. Genel olarak bu stratejiler enerji
sektoriiniin gelisimi i¢in devlet enerji politikasinin temel gorevlerini, onlemlerini
belirlemekle yiikiimliidiir. Tk agamanin temel hedefi diinyadaki ekonomik
krizlerin enerji sektdrii tizerindeki etkisini azaltmak/ortadan kaldirmak, ikinci
asamada enerji verimlili§ini artirmak, yeni petrol ve dogal gaz sahalar:
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olusturmalk, {i¢lincii asamada ise Rusya’nin enerjiyi verimli bir sekilde kullanip
alternatif enerjiye ge¢gmeye hazirlanmas: beklenmektedir (IEA, agis, 2021a; IEA,
agis, 2022a; Climate Change Laws, agis, 2020). Putin’in enerji stratejisinin
merkezinde Rusya’nin 6nemli enerji kaynaklar: bulunmakta ve bunlar Rus siyasi
gliciinii genisletmek i¢in kullanilmaktir.

Son olarak ise heniiz onay asamasmda olmakla birlikte, 2050 Rus Enerji
Stratejisi glindemdedir. Mevcut 2035 Enerji Stratejisi'nin 2050’ye giincellenmesi
olarak hazirlanan bu yeni stratejiye iliskin heniiz Rus yetkililerin agiklamalariyla
sinirli olmak {izere, taslak metnin olas1 igerigine iliskin cesitli ¢ikarimlar
yapilmaktadir. Buna gore 2050 Enerji Stratejisinin dogal gaz ve komiir {iretim ve
ihracatinin 2050 yilina kadar onemli Olglide artacagl, petrol ihracatmin ise
ortalama mevcut seviyelerde kalmasi beklentisiyle birlikte, temelde hidrokarbon
kullanimmin artacag1 varsayimina dayali olacagi dngoriilmektedir. Uzerinde
durulmast muhtemel 6ne c¢ikacak noktalarin ise ithal ikamesi ve teknik
¢ozlimlerin yurt icinde gelistirilmesi, Asya pazarlarmin artan énemi, Rusya'nin
enerji sektdriiniin dis politika ve ulusal giivenlik acgisindan daha genis ¢aplh
Oonemi oldugu diisiiniilmektedir (Bofit, agis, 2024). Ayrica 2050"ye iliskin dort
farkli gelisme senaryosunun dikkate alindigi stratejide i¢ pazar ihtiyaglarim
karsilamak i¢in tam tedarik de dahil olmak iizere etkin kaynak gelistirme ve tiim
enerji tiirlerinin iilkede kullanilmasi, teknolojik liderlik - yerli malzeme, ekipman
ve teknolojilerin gelistirilmesi ve isgiicliniin egitimi hususlarinin da belirlenecek
gorevler oldugu agiklanmaktadir (Interfax, agis, 2024).

Anlasmazlik/Catisma Siireclerinde Rus Enerjisi

Buraya kadar ana hatlar1 ve igerigiyle ele alman Rus enerji politikasmnin genel Rus
dis politikasinin hayata gecirilmesindeki ©nemini gosteren &nemli olaylar
bulunmaktadir. Ulkenin uluslararast iliskilerde jeopolitik ve jeostratejik gikarlar:
icin enerji kaynaklarinin dis politika araci olarak etkin/etkili bir sekilde
kullanilma  ornekleri olan bu olaylar, cgesitli ikili ve bdlgesel
anlasmazliklar/catismalar seklinde kendini gostermektedir. Bu olaylar zaman
icinde Rus enerji stratejisinin uygulama sahalari olarak da goriilmelidir.
Putin’in Rus enerji politikalar1 hakkidaki yazilarinda da goriildiigii gibi
Rusya’nin biiyiik gii¢ olma ideas1 gercevesinde ekonomik hedefleri, yabanci
yatinmlarin Rusya’ya ¢ekilmesi ile entegrasyonunun saglanmasi ve enerji
ihracatinin gelistirilmesidir (Akcapa, 2020: 73). Ote yandan Rusya, eski Sovyet
iilkeleri ile (Giircistan, Ukrayna vd.) dis politikada yasadig1 sorunlar1 paralel
olarak enerji iliskilerine de yansitmistir (Atlas, 2021: 417). Putin’in 2000'1i yillarin
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baslarindan itibaren yakin ¢evresinde gerceklestirdigi miidahalelerde enerji ya
merkezi rol oynamis ya da enerji baglantili uygulamalar/sorunlar Rusya lehine
bir diizenleyici arag olarak islev gormiistiir (Sonmez and Cobanoglu, 2016: 93-
101; Ramos, 2017). Putin’in iktidara gelmesi sonrasinda cesitli ikili ve bolgesel
anlasmazlik/catisma siireclerinde enerji arzim1 kisma/durdurma yoniindeki
davraniglarinin ¢ogalmasi ve etki alanini cografi olarak genisletmesi, nihayetinde
geleneksel ve en biiyiik pazari olan Avrupa’da enerji giivenligini tehdit eder hale
gelmesi Rusya’nin dig ve giivenlik politikasinda enerjiyi/fosil enerji kaynaklarimi
(0zellikle dogal gaz1) bir tehdit ya da sekillendirme unsuru olarak kullandiginin
kanitlaridir (Proedrou, 2018, Ozawa and Iftimie, 2020: 13-20; Ababakr, 2022,
Khrushcheva, 2011, 2013; Baev, 2012). Asagida bu 6rneklerden en 6nemli olanlar:
incelenmektedir.

Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan

Giiney Kafkasya bolgesi enerji kaynaklar1 ve enerji nakil hatlar1 agisindan 6nemli
bir bolgedir. Giiney Kafkasya devletlerinden Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan uzun
yillar ¢atisma igerisinde olan iki devlet konumundadir. Arabulucu misyonu ile
bolgede siireci takip eden devlet Rusya’dir. Rusya iki devlet arasinda yillardir
siiregelen Daglik-Karabag sorunu i¢in arabuluculuk ve baris ilkeleri {izerine insa
ettigi politikasini statiikonun devamini istemekten yana kullanmistir. Rusya’nin
bu tutumunun arkasinda yatan temel giidii hem stratejik ortak olarak
nitelendirdigi Azerbaycan ile hem de miittefiki Ermenistan ile iyi iliskilerinin
siirmesine izin vermektedir. Boylece Ermenistan’i kendisine bagimli kilarken
Azerbaycan’in da Rusya’dan uzaklasip Bat1 blokuna kaymasimin 6niine gegmis
olmaktadir. Bu gergevede iki iilkenin Daglik-Karabag 6zelinde yasadig1 sorunun
dondurularak ciddi bir savagin ¢ikmamasi énemli goriilmiistiir (IRAM, agis,
2020).

Hazar Denizi'ne kiyisi olan Azerbaycan 6nemli enerji kaynaklarina sahiptir.
Diinyanin en eski petrol iiretim bolgelerine sahip olan Azerbaycan, bolgede
Rusya ve Kazakistan’dan sonra petrol iiretimi en fazla olan figiincii iilkedir.
Azerbaycan enerji kaynaklar1 acisindan onemli bir iilke oldugu kadar boru
hatlar1 agisindan da stratejik oneme sahiptir. Azerbaycan’in enerji kaynaklarina
sahip olmas1 bolgedeki stratejik konumunu gii¢clendiren onun Ermenistan
karsisinda giiclii bir konumda olmasmna olanak tanmiyan bir durumdur.
Azerbaycan'm AB ile enerji anlagmalari imzalamalar1 Avrupa ve Giiney
Kafkasya pazarinda kendisine rakip olabilecek duruma gelmesinin oniine
gecmek icin Rusya ¢esitli baski arayislarina girmistir. Rus yetkililerine gore
Azerbaycan, Rusya’dan aldig1 ucuz dogal gazi kendi i¢ tiiketiminde kullanmakta
kendi dogal gazini ise disarrya satmaktadir. Rusya dogal gazmn miktarini diigtiriir
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veya fiyat1 arttirirsa Azerbaycan’in Rusya’ya bagimh olmasinn o6nii agilmis
olacaktir. Ancak Rusya'nin enerjiyi siyasi baski araci yapma politikas:
Azerbaycan’dan  Bakii-Novorossiysk =~ Boru  Hatti'na  petrol  akismi
durdurabilecegini agiklamasi ve Rus dogal gazmin elektrik iretiminde
kullanildiginin, dogal gaza zam yapildig1 takdirde kendi fuel oillerini
kullanacaklarini sdylemesi ile Rusya istedigi sonucu alamamistir (Karabayram,
2011: 315-316). Yasama gegcip ge¢meyecegi en ¢ok tartisilan boru hatlarindan olan
Bakii-Tiflis-Ceyhan Boru hatt1 Azerbaycan'mn petroliinii Giircistan ve Tiirkiye
tizerinden Avrupa pazarlarina tasiyan stratejik onemde bir hattir. Proje
asamasinda Rusya, en biiyiik limanlarindan olan Novorossisk limani araciligiyla
petroliin tasinmasi konusunda 1srarci olmustur. Boru hatlarinin dis piyasalara
hangi giizergahtan en ucuz sekilde ulasacagi konunun ekonomik boyutunu
olustururken, eski Sovyet devletleri i¢cin bu durum ekonomik olarak bagimsiz
karar alip uygulayacak ortam kurmalar1 agisindan siyasi boyutunu
olusturmaktadir (Yalginkaya, 2006: 231-232). Bir diger onemli boru hatt1 Sah
Deniz sahasindaki dogal gazi, TANAP iizerinden Avrupa’ya ulastiran boru
hattidir. Bu hatlar ile Azerbaycan hem ekonomik gelir saglayarak stratejik
Oonemini gii¢clendirirken hem de denizlere kiyis1 olmayan Ermenistan’a karsi
bolgesel iistiinlitk kurmaktadir.

Ermenistan enerji kaynaklarma sahip olmadig: icin enerji ihtiyaglarmin
biiyiik bir boliimiinii Rusya’dan temin etmektedir. Ermenistan’in Rusya’ya enerji
bagimlilig1 Ermenistan i¢in Rusya’nin stratejik etkisini artirirken, Azerbaycan da
Bat1 ile enerji anlasmalar1 yaparak Rusya’nin bolgedeki etkisini dengelemeye
calismaktadir.

Giircistan

Rusya, Giircistan’1 stratejik konumu nedeniyle hayati ¢ikar ¢ikar sahasinda
gormiis ve iligkilerine ayr1 bir 6nem vermistir. (Karabayram, 2011: 161). Bununla
birlikte Giircistan, Rusya’ya kars1 genelde mesafeli kalmig, Batili iilkeler ile yakin
iligkiler kurmayi tercih etmistir. Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasinm ardindan dil,
din, kiiltiir gesitliliginin neden oldugu etnik ¢atismalar, sosyal ve ekonomik
sorunlarla bogusan Giircistan, bolge disi devletlerin de niifuz miicadelesine
sahne olmustur (Karabayram, 2011: 164). Giircistan, enerji jeopolitigi agisindan
enerji kaynaklarma sahip {ilkeler ile bu kaynaklari talep eden iilkeler arasmnda
transit iilke konumundadir (Bayramoglu, 2018: 36).

Gircistan dogal gaz ihtiyacin1 Rusya ve Azerbaycan’dan karsilamakta,
Tiirkiye ve Ermenistan’a dogal gazin taginmasmda rol oynamaktadir. Petrol
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ihtiyacin1 Azerbaycan, Tiirkmenistan ve Rusya’dan karsilamaktadir. Kuzey-
Giiney Gaz Boru Hatlar1 Rusya’dan Ermenistan’a yilda 2-2,4 milyar metrekiip
gaz tasimaktadir. Giircistan’in Azerbaycan, Ermenistan, Tiirkiye ve Rusya ile gaz
boru hatt1 baglantilar1 ve Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan ile petrol baglantilar1 ve
Supsa’da petrol terminali bulunmaktadir. Karadagi-Tiflis gaz baglantis1 Socar
gaz sahasindan gaz ithal eden boru hattidir. Azerbaycan'dan Giircistan’a bir
diger boru hatt1 Sah Deniz sahasindan gaz tastyan Giiney Kafkasya Boru Hatt1
yolu ile ulasmaktadir (IEA, agis, 2023a).

Giircistan'm toprak biitiinliigiinii tehdit eden Giiney Osetya Ozerk Bolgesi
bagimsizligim ilan ettikten sonra Rusya askeri varligini bolgede artirmistir.
Giiney Osetya’da yer alan dogal kaynaklar (petrol yataklar1 ve hidroelektrik
santraller) bolgenin stratejik 6nemini arttirmaktadir. Giiney Osetya'nin AB, BM
ve BDT tarafindan bagimsizligimnin reddedilmesi {izerine 8 Agustos 2008
tarihinde Rusya bolgeye askeri harekat gerceklestirmistir. Rusya'nin etnik ve
kiiltiirel baglarn ve cografi yakinligin soruna miidahil olmasinda etkili gibi
gozitkse de Hazar Denizinden c¢ikan kaynaklarin AB’ye ulasmasi, Giiney
Osetya’da yer alan enerji kaynaklart bu miidahalenin neden gerceklestigini
gostermektedir. Sorun bolgesel bir kriz olarak goriinmesine ragmen ABD ve
Rusya arasinda jeostratejik bir krize neden olmustur. ABD ve AB iilkeleri
Giircistan’dan gecen BTC boru hattinin giivenligi ve Rusya’nin bolgede askeri ve
siyasi gliciinii agresif dis politika ile birlestirmesi nedeni ile rahatsiz olmuslardir
(Aydin, 2023: 98-99). Bununla birlikte Rusya’'nin, Glircistan'm ulusal
egemenligini yok sayan askeri saldirisina uluslararasi toplumdan yeterli destek
saglanamamuistir.

Giircistan Azerbaycan’dan aldig1 enerji kaynaklarmi Avrupa pazarlarina
tasmnmasimnda kritik bir 6nemdedir. BTC boru hatt1 Tiirkiye iizerinden Avrupa
pazarlarina Azerbaycan enerji kaynaklarmi ulastirmada TANAP ve TAP'da
Glircistan'm enerji koridorunda stratejik oneme sahip bir {ilke konumuna
getirmistir. 2008 Giircistan-Rusya savasmin ardindan Giircistan alternatif enerji
projelerine ve Batili {ilkeler ile iligkilerini gelistirmeye 6nem vermistir. Giil
Devrimi ile iktidara gelen Saakasvili, Bat1 ile entegre olma politikas: izlemis,
NATO'ya iiyelik dahil siyasi, ekonomik ve giivenlik alanindaki olusumlara tiye
olmay1 amaglamistir (Koger, 2010: 129). Rusya’nin saldirgan politikalarma cevap
iiretebilecek kabiliyette olmamas: nedeniyle Giircistan gesitli ittifak arayislar
icerisinde Avrupa-Atlantik alanmn bir pargasi olmaya AB ve NATO ile
biitiinlesmeye ¢alismaktadir. Kisaca Glircistan Batili {ilkelerin semsiyesi altinda
enerji alt yapismi giiclendirmeye, Rusya’ya olan enerji bagimhihigimi azaltmaya
calismaktadir. Gilircistan enerji transitine dayal stratejik konumu ile Rusya’y1
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dengelemeye calissa da Rusya’min bolgedeki enerji hegemonyas: Giircistan’
zorlayan gelismelerden olmaktadar.

Cekya, Beyaz Rusya ve Polonya

Bu {ilkeler enerji kaynaklar1 ve enerji giivenligi konusunda Rusya’ya bagh
olmalar1 agisindan ©Snemli benzerliklere sahiptir. Ancak Ukrayna krizi ve
ardindan yasanan Rusya-Ukrayna savasi sonrasi Rusya’ya olan bagmlilig
azaltmaya yonelik birtakim adimlar atmaktadirlar.

Cekya, Rus gazma biiyiik Olgiide bagimli olan bir iilkedir. Rusya'nin
Ukrayna’ya saldirmasmndan sonra enerji ithalatin1 azaltma hedefleri ile enerji
kaynaklarini cesitlendirmeye ve alternatif enerji kaynaklarmi temin etmeye
yonelmistir. Cek Cumhuriyeti'nin tek yerli fosil kaynagi komiirdiir. Ancak yeni
iklim hedefleri dogrultusunda komiir kullanimmin kademeli olarak
kaldirilmasina hazirlanmaktadir. 2009 yilindan 2019” kadar %19'luk bir azalma
egilimden olan komiir kullanimi 2009 yilindan itibaren de %36'lik bir diistis
olmasina ragmen hala daha toplam enerji {iiretiminin yarisi komiir
olusturmaktadir. COVID salgminin da bunda rolii olmustur. Ancak komiiriin
toplam enerji arzina katkisi elektrik {iretiminde komiir kullanimimnin azalmasi ile
olmugtur. Komiiriin elektrik {iretimindeki pay1r %40 oranlarinda diismiis ve
yerini dogal gaz, biyoenerji, glines ve niikleer enerji almistir. Yenilenebilir enerji
kaynaklar1 heniiz toplam enerji arzinda biiyiik rol oynamamaktadir (IEA, agis,
2021b). Ayrica Cek Cumhuriyeti'nin alt1 niikleer reaktorii iilke elektriginin
yaklasik iigte birini iiretmektedir. Cek Basbakani 2019'da yaptig1 konusmada
niikleerin elektrikteki paymin 2040 yilina kadar %40’a ulagmasmni hedefledigini
belirtmistir (Worldnuclear, agis, 2024).

Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasinin ardindan ekonomik krizle bogusan Beyaz
Rusya tilkesinin gesitlendirilmis end{istriyel profili sayesinde ekonomik biiyiime
elde etmistir. Ancak Rusya’ya enerji konusunda biiylik oranda bagmmhidir.
Diinyanin en biiyiik dogal gaz ithalatcilar1 arasinda yer almas: Beyaz Rusya’y:
diinyanin en az enerji 6z yeterliligine sahip tilkeler arasmna sokmustur. Bu agidan
Beyaz Rusya enerji politikasinin temel onceliklerinde enerji ithalat bagimliligini
azaltmaya, siirdiiriilebilir enerji saglamaya yonelik admmlar atmaya
calismaktadir. Daha fazla komiir ve yenilenebilir enerjiyi iceren yakit
cesitlendirmesi diisiinmektedir. Avrasya Ekonomik Birligi'nin bir tiyesi olan
Beyaz Rusya aymi zamanda Avrupa Birligi ile Hazar’a ve Karadeniz’e kiyidas
iilkelere ve bu iilkelere komsu {ilkeler arasinda siyasi diyalog yiiriiten Bakii



Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2025, vol. 7, no.1 33

Girisimi kapsaminda faaliyetler yiiriitmekte, Avrupa Komisyonu'nun Dogu
Ortaklig1 programina da katilmaktadir (IEA, agis, 2020a).

Rusya’nin enerji kaynaklarina 6nemli miktarda bagimli olan Beyaz Rusya
fiyatlandirma konusunda Rusya ile bir takim anlasmazhk yasamistir. Rusya,
Beyaz Rusya’ya diisiik fiyatlarla enerji saglarken zaman zaman bu fiyatlar:
arttirmayi teklif etmistir. Rusya Gazprom tarafindan saglanan dogal gazin fiyat
artisint1 kabul etmemesi takdirde Beyaz Rusya’'ya gazi kesme tehdidinde
bulunmustur. Rusya dogal gazi eski Sovyet Cumhuriyetlerini kendine yakin
tutma siyasetinin bir parcasi olarak zaman zaman kullanmistir. Geg¢miste
Giircistan, Ukrayna, Moldova ve Azerbaycan’a sattig1 dogal gazin fiyatin1 da
arttirmistir (BBC, agis, 2007). Rusya enerji kaynaklari fiyat artirmasi veya enerji
akisinin kesilmesi gibi tehditleri, Rusya’nin enerji politikasina kars1 bu gibi
tilkelerde tepkilere neden olmustur.

Polonya Rusya’nin ilk dogal gaz ihracat duragi olmustur. Polonya, Bati
Avrupa’ya yapilan ilk dogal gaz ihracati olmasi bakimindan 6nemlidir (Akgapa,
2020: 122). Polonya'nin enerji arz1 fosil yakitlardan karsilanmaktadir. Ozellikle
komiir enerji sisteminde dnemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Komiiriin devam eden
hakimiyetine ragmen giines fotovoltaiklerinde de AB’deki en hizli biiyiiyen
pazarlardan birisi olmustur (IEA, agis, 2022c). Polonya’nin uzun yillardir Rusya
ile olan gaz aligverisi iki iilke arasinda enerji bagimliligina yol agmigtir. 1993’te
iki iilke arasinda imzalanan anlagsma zaman igerisinde gesitli gerginliklere neden
olmustur. Polonya 2009 yilinda Rusya disi kaynaklardan enerji ihtiyacim
cesitlendirme yoluna gitmis bu cergevede Baltik Denizinde bir LNG terminali
insa etmistir. Katar ve ABD sirketlerinden bu terminal aracilig: ile gaz alma
imkan1 dogmustur. Polonya devletine ait olan PGNiG ile Gazprom arasinda fiyat
formiilii nedeniyle anlasmazlik ¢ikmis, bu nedenle Polonya Stockholm’deki
mahkemeye basvurmustur. 2020 yilinda mahkeme Gazprom'un yaklagsik 1,5
milyar dolar geri 6demesine karar vermistir. 2022 yilinda Polonya, Gazprom’un
ruble ile Odeme talebini reddettikten sonra Gazprom gaz tedarikini
durdurmustur. Polonya Rus enerji ithalatii azaltma ve enerji kaynaklarm
gesitlendirme ¢abalarini arttirmak i¢in Norve¢'in denizalti gaz sahalarmna
baglanacak boru hatt1 insa etmektedir (Politikaakademisi, agis, 2024). Polonya
Rusya’ya olan enerji bagimhiligini azaltmaya yonelik LNG alimlarini artirmis ve
Boru hatt1 projelerine agirlik vermistir. Bununla birlikte Polonya Rus enerji
kaynaklarina énemli 6l¢iide bagimli bir sekilde goziikmektedir.

Bu iig iilkenin ortak noktasi enerji konusunda Rusya’ya bagimli olmalar: ve
bubagimhilig azaltmaya yonelik adimlar atmalaridir. Rusya enerji iligkilerindeki
anlagsmazlik durumlarinda zaman zaman tedarik kesintilerine gidebilmektedir.
Bu iilkeler AB ve NATO iilkeleri ile dayanisma igerisinde olarak Rusya’ya kars:
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giiclii bir konumda olmak istemeleridir. Ozellikle Ukrayna krizi bu iilkeler igin
enerji giivenligi konusunu gilindeme getirmis enerji tedarik hatlarm
cesitlendirmeye yonlendirmistir.

Ukrayna

Ukrayna, biiyiik niifusu ve yiiksek enerji titketimi ile Avrupa’nin en biiyiik enerji
pazarlarindan birisidir. Rus gazmin Avrupa piyasalarina ulastirilmasinda da
transit konumuyla 6nemli rol oynamaktadir. Ayrica Rus enerji kaynaklarma
bagmmli bir iilkedir. Petrol tiiketiminin yaklasik %83’ti, dogal gazmn %331,
komiiriin ise %50’si ithalat ile karsilanmaktadir. 2008 ve 2017 yillarinda biiyiik
ekonomik krizler geciren iilke AB ile Dogu Ortaklig1 aracilig1 ile is birligi
yapmuistir. Ayrica 2014 yilinda AB ile Ortaklik anlasmasini onaylamis ve 2016
yilinda da Serbest Ticaret Anlagmasi yiiriirliige girmistir (IEA, agis, 2020b).
Ukrayna'nin yillar icinde AB’ye yakinlasmasi, Rusya'nin bu iilkeye yonelik
tutumunda 6nemli bir etken olmustur.

Rusya ve Ukrayna iliskilerinde dogal gaz konusu sik sik krizlere neden
olmustur. Iki iilke arasindaki iliskilerin merkezinde yer alan dogal gaz sadece
Ukrayna'nin degil ayni zamanda tiim Avrupa’nin enerji giivenligi agisindan
kritik Oneme sahiptir. Ukrayna hem kendi dogal gaz ihtiyacim1i hem de
Avrupa’nin enerji tedarikinin biiyiik bir kismini kendi {izerinden karsilayan bir
tedarik¢i konumdadir. Ancak siyasi anlagsmazliklar, catismalar iki iilke arasinda
krizler ortaya ¢ikarmistir. 2006 -2009 dogal gaz krizleri, 2014’te Rusya’nin Kirim'1
ilhakiyla yasanan gelismelerin neticesinde 2022’de Ukrayna'ya askeri
miidahalesiyle baglayan savas sadece Ukrayna’yr degil tiim diinyadaki
uluslararasi enerji gilivenligini etkilemis ve sorgulatmis oldugundan kisaca
tizerlerinde durmak gereklidir.

2004 yilinda Turuncu Devrim ile Ukrayna’da ABD-AB yanlis1 Viktor
Yuscenko'nun iktidara gelmesi ile Rusya Ukrayna’nin ayricalikli konumunun
sona erecegini bildirmistir. Rusya icin enerji ihracatinda hedef iilkenin kendisi ile
tarihsel, jeopolitik, ekonomik, giincel iligkileri dikkate almarak farkli politikalar
uygulanmistir. Ornegin kimi iilkeler igin Sovyet déneminden kalma alt yapilar
tizerinden bir politika belirlenirken kimi tilkeler i¢in de cezalandirici bir yaklasim
belirlenmistir. Ermenistan’a, Ukrayna, Beyaz Rusya’ya diisiik fiyattan dogal gaz
satan Rusya, Moldava, Giircistan ve bazi Baltik {ilkelerine Batili iilkelerle
yakinlastiklar1 oranda dogal gazi yiiksek fiyatlarla satmistir (Sapmaz ve Kisacik,
2022: 412; Akgapa, 2020: 120-121). Bu gercevede Ukrayna’dan ge¢mis donem
enerji borglarini tahsil etmek isteyen Rusya Ukrayna’dan olumsuz yanit alinca
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hem Ocak 2006 yilinda hem de Ocak 2009 yilinda dogal gaz akismni
durdurmustur. Bu durum Avrupa iilkelerine giden gaz akisini da etkilemis enerji
giivenligi sorunu ortaya ¢ikmustir. Bunun iizerine hem Rusya hem Avrupa
Ukrayna'ya alternatif dogal gaz tasima ¢alismalarma agirlik vermistir (Sapmaz
ve Kisacik, 2022: 412). Rusya 2009 yilindaki gaz kesintisinin ardindan
Ukrayna’nin Avrupa’ya giden 65 milyon metrekiip gazi caldigini ve Ukrayna’nin
vanalar1 kapattigindan Avrupa’ya sevkiyati gerceklestiremediklerini iddia
etmistir. Ukrayna ise Avrupa’ya giden gazin Rusya tarafindan kesildigini iddia
etmistir (TASAM, agis, 2009). Ukrayna Rusya’nin istedigi bor¢lar1 6deyemedigi
ve yeni bir anlagsmaya da varilamadig; i¢in iki tilke arasindaki kriz derinlesmis
ve Rusya Ukrayna’ya gaz tedarikini kesmistir. Basta Ukrayna olmak {izere cogu
Avrupa iilkesini de enerji giivenligi konusunda sikintiya sokmustur. 2013
sonlarinda Rusya ile yakin iliskileri olan Yanukovi¢'in devrilmesinin ardindan
Ukrayna’nin Bati ile yakinlasmasiyla, Rusya Ukrayna'nin toprak biitiinliigiinii
g0z ardi ederek 2014 yilinda Kirim': ilhak etmistir. Birgok tilke ve uluslararas:
orgiit Kirim’m Rusya’ya katilmasini tanimamais ve bir dizi yaptirim uygulamaistir.

Tim bu gelismelerin sonrasinda Rusya’nin Subat 2022 yilinda Ukrayna’ya
actig1 savas Avrupa’da biiylik bir enerji krizi baslatmasinin yani sira kiiresel
enerji pazarlarmi derinden etkilemistir. 2008 Giircistan Savasi, Rusya’nin 2006 ve
2009 Ukrayna ile dogal gaz krizleri, 2014 Kirim ilhaki ve son olarak da 2022
Ukrayna'y isgali enerji arz giivenligi konusunda AB iilkeleri basta olmak {izere
enerji ithalati yapan tilkeler icin kiiresel boyutlarda etkiler yaratmistir. AB ve
ABD Rusya’ya birtakim yaptirimlart olsa da bunlar caydirici bir islevde
olmamustir.

Rusya Ukrayna savas: iki iilkeyi ilgilendiren bdlgesel bir savag olmanin
otesinde kiiresel bir giivenlik krizi yaratmistir. Bu savas tiim diinyada enerji
tedariki ve giivenligi konusunda da biiyiik belirsizlikler yaratmistir. Rus gazimni
Avrupa’ya tasiyacak Kuzey Akim 1 ve Kuzey Akim 2 projelerinin sabotajlar1 ve
Rusya’nin enerji tedarikini kesmesi kiiresel enerji krizini tirmandirmastir.

Rusya, Ukrayna ile savaginin ardindan ciddi yaptirimlara ugramasma
ragmen diinya petrol piyasalarinda 6nemli rol oynamaya devam etmektedir.
2023 yilinda ABD ve Suudi Arabistan’dan sonra 3. biiyiik petrol {ireticisi
konumunu siirdiirmiistiir. ABD, AB, Birlesik Krallik gibi iilkelere yapilan ihracat
giinliik 4,3 milyon varil altina diismesine ragmen Cin, Hindistan, Tiirkiye gibi
iilkelere yapilan ticaret keskin bir sekilde artmigtir. ABnin Rusya’dan gaz
talebindeki payr 2018-2021 arasinda %40 civarinda gerceklesmistir. Rusya
Ukrayna isgalinden sonra 80 milyar metrekiip gazi kesmistir. Alternatif enerji
kaynaklarina yonelen AB iilkeleri ABD’den LNG alarak bu agigm %4(0’dan
fazlasini karsilamistir. Boylece ABD LNG tedarikgisi konumuna ge¢mistir (IEA,
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agis, 2023b). Rusya’ya uygulanan sert yaptirimlar Rusya ekonomisinde énemli
oranda daralmalara yol acsa da savasin diisiik olgekte de olsa devam ediyor
olmas: Rusya’y1 geri adim atmaktan alikoymamis onu yeni enerji pazarlari
aramaya tesvik etmistir.

AB, G7 ve NATO ile Iliskiler

AB, G7 ve NATO gibi uluslararas: aktorler, Rusya’nin enerji kaynaklarm siyasi
bir ara¢ olarak kullanmasim elestirmekte bu duruma kars: gesitli politikalar
tiretmektedir. Ornegin AB, Rusya'nin enerji kaynaklarina bagmmli olmasi
nedeniyle uzun yillardir Rusya ile enerji ticaret yapmaktadir. Rusya AB'nin en
biiyiik enerji tedarikgisi AB ise Rusya i¢in biiyiik bir pazar islevi gormiistiir.
Ancak bu iligki enerji giivenligi, siyasi ve ekonomik c¢ikarlar gibi nedenlerle
degisme potansiyelini igerisinde barmdirmigtir. 2000’li yillarin ortasindan
itibaren baslayan siyasi krizlerin enerji anlasmalarina yansimas: Subat 2022
yilinda Rusya’nin Ukrayna isgali ile en yiiksek noktaya ulasmaistir.

AB liderleri savasin basindan itibaren Ukrayna'nin egemenligini, toprak
biitinliigline tam saygl gosterilmesini Rusyamin askeri harekatinin
durdurulmasimni defalarca talep etmislerdir. Ayrica yaptirim listesine pek ¢ok kisi
ve kurulusu ekleyerek Rusya’ya yonelik yaptirimlarmi genisletmislerdir. BM,
AGIT, G7 ve BM gibi orgiitlerle Ukraynali miiltecilerle ilgili dayanisma
igerisindedir (Consilium, agis, 2014). Rusya’ya olan enerji bagimliligini azaltma
cabalar1 kapsaminda yenilenebilir enerjiye biiyiik yatirimlar yapmaistir. Bununla
birlikte alternatif enerji tedarikgileri ile anlasmalar yapip farkli giizergahlarm
yapimina da destek olmuslardir. LNG terminal kapasitelerini de arttirmiglardir.

ABD, Almanya, Fransa, Ingiltere, Kanada, Italya ve Japonya’dan olugsan
diinya ekonomisinin en geligsmis iilkelerinin olusturdugu G7 iilkeleri, giivenlik,
kiiresel enerji giivenligi, ekonomik istikrar gibi meselelerde 6nemli bir pozisyona
sahiptir. G7 iilkeleri Ukrayna’daki askeri operasyonlarina ve yasadisi savasi
stirdiirmek icin gereken teknolojilere ve diger malzemelere erismesini
engelleyecek yaptirimlar uygulamistir. Bunlar i¢inde enerji yaptirimlari da
bulunmaktadir (Consilium, agis, 2024; Sanctionsnews, agis, 2024).

Pek ¢ok iilkenin oldugu gibi NATO f{iyesi {ilkelerin de fosil enerji
kaynaklarina bagimlihig yiiksektir. Bu ylizden enerji konusuna da onem
vermektedir (Ersal ve Keser, 2020: 76). Dahasi, enerji gilivenligi baslhigmin
orgiitiin kapsamma alma siirecinin temelinde Rusya-Ukrayna dogal gaz
krizlerinin Avrupa’da yasattig1 enerji giivenligi tehdidi 6nemli rol oynamistir
(Cetinkaya ve Sahin, 2024: 363). NATO, enerji arzinda olabilecek bir kesintinin
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miittefiklerin giivenligini etkileyebilme, NATO'nun askeri operasyonlariin
tehlike altmna girebilme potansiyeli tasimasindan dolay1 enerji giivenligi
konusunda istisarelerde bulunmaya deger vermektedir (NATO, agis, 2024).
NATO, AB'nin enerji kaynaklarina bagimliliginin artmasi, Cin ve Hindistan gibi
biiyiiyen tilkelerin yiikselen enerji ihtiyaclari, fosil yakitlarin titkenecegine dair
ongortiler gibi sorunlar nedeniyle enerji giivenligi konusunun uluslararas:
giivenlik tartismalarinda ilk siraya yerlesmesini bu sekilde agiklamistir (Riihle,
2011). NATO'nun Dogu’ya dogru genisleme stratejisi ile 16 olan iiye sayisini
zamanla 30 {iyeye cikmas, Baris Icin Ortaklik Programi gercevesinde bircok iilke
ile giivenlik ortagi haline gelmesinden en ¢ok rahatsiz olan iilke Rusya olmustur.
NATO'nun genislemesini dogrudan kendi giivenligi i¢in tehdit olarak goren
Rusya bunu engellemek i¢in yakin cevresine askeri miidahalede bulunmaktan
¢ekinmemistir (Akgiil, 2022: 279). NATO'nun enerji giivenligi AB'nin enerji arz1
politikalar1 ile dogrudan ortiismektedir. NATO'nun giivenlik anlayist askeri
tehditlerin 6nlenmesi ile sinirli olmayip ayni zamanda enerji arzinin giivenligini
de icermektedir. Rusya’nin enerji arzini kisma, durdurma ya da kesme kapasitesi
NATO iiyesi tilkelerin enerji giivenligini dogrudan etkilemesi anlamma
gelmektedir. Bircok NATO tiyesi tilkenin enerjiyi Rusya’dan tedarik etmesi goz
oniine almarak, enerji altyapisinin korunmasi, tedarik yollarimin giivenligini
saglamak icin bir dizi énlem gelistirmistir.

Sonug

Rusya kapsamli enerji politika ve stratejileri uygulamaktadir. Dis politikasmnin
ana ayaklarindan birini de bu stratejiler dogrultusunda hayata gegirilen dis enerji
politikasidir. Temel amag {ilkenin enerji arzinin uluslararasi piyasalara entegre
edilmesi, bu kapsamda ekonomik gelirin artirilmasi ve bdoylelikle giiclii bir
ekonomik ve siyasal yapiya sahip olan Rusya'nmn kiiresel bir gii¢ olarak
yiikselmesidir. Rusya’nin enerji politikas1 bir nevi dis politikas: ile es deger
goriilmektedir. Ulkenin zengin hidrokarbon rezervleri, yiiksek iiretimi ve
dolayisiyla ihracati enerji kaynaklarmin dig politikada jeopolitik avantajlara
doniistiiriilmesine olanak saglamistir. Ozellikle Avrupali iilkelerin Rusya’ya
enerji bagimliligi Rusya’nin baz iilkeler {izerinde politik etkilerini artirmasina
yardimci olsa da uluslararasi iliskilerin degisen dinamikleri bunun siirekliliginin
garanti alinmasmnda engel tegkil edebilmektedir. Yine de Rusya kendini
uluslararasi enerji piyasasinda, 6zellikle hidrokarbonlar olarak petrol ve dogal
gazda onemli bir oyuncu olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Bununla baglantih
olarak ulusal ¢ikarlarma uygun bir enerji politikas: yliriitmekte ve etkili enerji
giivenligi stratejileri gelistirmektedir.
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Rusya’nin biiyiik giig statiisiinii ve hegemonyasini yeniden tesis edebilmesi,
askeri, siyasi, ekonomik gii¢ merkezi olusturmaya olan duydugu ihtiyag 6zellikle
Putin iktidariyla birlikte hayata gecirilmeye baslanmistir. Sovyetler Birliginin
dagilmasindan sonra uluslararas: politikada askeri, siyasi ve ekonomik olarak
agirligini giderek arttirarak farkli bolgelere ve bolgesel alt sistemlere askeri ve
siyasi agidan etki ederek mevcut konjonktiirii degistirebilecek/etkileyebilecek
potansiyelde bir devlet oldugunu zaman zaman gostermistir. Bu gibi
durumlarda o6zellikle 2000'lerin baglarindan itibaren hayata gecirdigi enerji
stratejileri dogrultusunda o©nemli bir dis politika araci-kaldiract olarak
kullanilmaya baglanan enerji kaynaklar:i ve ihracati onemli rol oynamistir.
Ozellikle eski Sovyet sahasinda yer alan Azerbaycan, Ermenistan, Giircistan,
Baltik {ilkeleri ve Dogu Avrupa iilkeleri basta olmak {izere genel olarak Avrupa
tizerindeki etkisinde enerji Rus dis politikasinin ayricalikli sahasi olarak
kullanmilmistir. Ayrica NATO oOzelinde Bati giigleri ve ekonomileriyle olan
givenlik ve ekonomik rekabeti lehine isletmek igin de kiiresel piyasalari
istikrarsizlagtirma pahasina ve yaptirimlara ragmen enerji kozunu kullandig:
goriilmektedir.

Avrasya bolgesinde enerji giivenligi ve arzi konusunda belirleyici bir aktor
oldugunu, Avrupa piyasasindaki bolgesel enerji giliciinii Ozellikle Rusya-
Ukrayna Savasina kadar gostermistir. Gazprom ve Rosneft gibi dev enerji
sirketleri ve boru hatlar1 ile alt yapisini genisletmis, enerji bagimliligini lehine
cevirmistir. Ukrayna ile savasm devam etmesi ve AB'nin Rusya’dan enerji
ithalatin1 ¢arpic1 bir bigimde diisiirmesi ile Rusya enerji ihracatini Asya pazarlari
ile dengelemistir. Enerji arz ettigi pazarlar1 genisletme cercevesinde Kuzey Dogu
Asya iilkeleri ile iligkiler gelistirmektedir. Cin basta olmak iizere Japonya, Giiney
ve Kuzey Kore gibi enerji talepleri artan tilkeler Rusya i¢in dnemli pazarlar olarak
belirmistir. Rusya'nin kiiresel enerji piyasalarindaki konumunun uzun bir stire
fosil kaynaklar {izerinden sekillenecegi diisiiniilmektedir.
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Abstract: This study examines the opium trade between the British Empire and
the Chinese Empire between 1830 and 1918, focusing on historical events and
trade dynamics. Opium, obtained from the poppy plant, has been used as both
medicine and a narcotic for centuries. The study shows how opium became an
important trade commodity, especially through the British East India Company,
which monopolized production in India and expanded its distribution to China.
The increase in opium consumption in China led to government repression; the
first repression occurred in 1799 when imports were banned. Despite this, the
British continued to trade through independent traders in the hope of
protecting their commercial interests. This conflict culminated in the Opium
War, in which the Chinese government tried to resist British pressure but was
eventually defeated. As a result of the agreements made, China was forced to
legalize opium imports and grant trade privileges to the British, thus
consolidating British influence in the region.When statistical data obtained from
British and Chinese trade records were examined, it was revealed that the war
and the ban did not significantly reduce the opium trade. On the contrary, the
data suggest that the trade continued to grow even in a period of legal
restrictions. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, awareness of opium
addiction in both the East and the West led to efforts worldwide to regulate and
eventually eliminate trade. Meanwhile, the emergence of heroin, initially seen
as a safer alternative, led to increased demand for opium-derived products. This
study concludes that opium trade was not only an economic phenomenon, but
also a significant factor in the shaping of international trade policies and
colonial conflicts, with long-term implications for international drug regulation.
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1830-1918: Asya Afyon Ticaretinin Incelenmesi

Oz: Bu calisma, 1830 ile 1918 yillar1 arasinda Britanya imparatorlugu ile Cin
Imparatorlugu arasindaki afyon ticaretini, tarihi olaylara ve ticaret
dinamiklerine odaklanarak incelemektedir. Haghas bitkisinden elde edilen
afyon, ytizyillardir hem ila¢ hem de narkotik olarak kullanilmistir. Calisma,
afyonun Ozellikle Hindistan'da iiretimi tekeline alan ve dagitimimi Cin'e
genisleten Britanya, Dogu Hindistan Sirketi araciligiyla afyonun nasil 6nemli
bir ticaret mali haline geldigini gostermektedir. Cin'deki afyon tiiketimindeki
artig, hiikiimet eylemine yol a¢gmis; ilk eylem, ithalatin yasaklandigi 1799'da
gerceklesmistir. Buna ragmen, Ingilizler ticari cikarlarini koruma umuduyla
bagimsiz tiiccarlar araciligiyla ticaret yapmaya devam etmislerdir. Bu ¢atisma,
Cin hiikiimetinin Ingiliz baskisina direnmeye ¢alistig1 ancak sonunda yenildigi
Afyon Savasti'yla sonuglanmistir. Yapilan anlagmalar sonucunda Cin, afyon
ithalatini yasallagtirmak ve Ingilizlere ticaret ayricaliklari vermek zorunda
kalmis ve boylece bolgedeki Ingiliz niifuzunu pekistirmistir. Ingiliz ve Cin
ticaret kayitlarindan elde edilen istatistiksel veriler incelendiginde, savasin ve
yasagin afyon ticaretini azaltmadigini ortaya cikarmistir. Aksine, veriler
ticaretin yasal kisitlamalar doneminde bile biiyiimeye devam ettigini
gostermktedir. 19. yiizyilin sonu ve 20. yiizyilin basinda, hem Dogu'da hem de
Bati'da afyon bagmmliligina iliskin farkindalik, diinya capinda ticareti
diizenleme ve sonunda ortadan kaldirma ¢abalarma yol agmistir. Bu ¢alisma,
afyon ticaretinin yalnizca ekonomik bir olgu olmadigini, ayni zamanda
uluslararasi ticaret politikalarinin ve somiirge ¢atismalarmnin sekillenmesinde
6nemli bir faktor oldugunu ve uluslararasi narkotik bilincinin fark edilmesinde
etkili oldugu sonucuna varmaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Afyon Ticareti, Britanya Imparatorlugu, Cin, Asya Ticareti

Introduction

This research focus on the opium trade of the British Empire and the Chinese
Empire between 1830 and 1918, over historical events and economics. How
opium became an important trade commodity, especially through the British East
India Company, which monopolized production in India and expanded its
distribution to China. Opium trade of the Empire was not only an economic
phenomenon, but also a significant factor in the shaping of international trade
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policies and colonial conflicts, with long-term implications for international drug
regulation.

History and Consumption of Opium

Society, Poppy and Opium

We know that opium from the poppy plant has been used for centuries as a pain
reliever and medicine, but the cultivation of this plant has not only been done for
the production of narcotics, but the poppy oil also obtained from the seeds of the
poppy plant has been used in cooking and other food products. In other words,
although poppy products are narcotic and pleasurable, poppy farming has
become an important part of daily life for the society in which it is consumed.
Opium, which is the subject of the research, is obtained from the capsule of the
poppy plant. The poppy product that will be studied historically throughout the
research will be opium.

Opium and Western Civilization

So how did the consumption of opium as a narcotic begin? The origin of opium
consumption dates to thousands of years. Traditionally, its consumption is
carried out through digestion by adding it to meals or by other means. The point
where the history of opium intersects with our research is that opium began to
be consumed as a tobacco product. For European states (especially the United
Kingdom), the consumption of opium through tobacco began with the use of
pipes or pipes by the natives of North America. Over time, opium, which is
smoked by adding it to tobacco, has become the preferred method for western
society.

Opium in Asia

The increase in opium consumption and the focus of trade started in the 17th
century with the arrival of opium tobacco products to the Chinese market (opium
has been consumed in the Chinese region since the 7th century). This new
consumption habit, which spread throughout the geographies under the control
of the British Empire, led to a significant expansion of opium production and
trade. In the 18th century, the out-of-control opium consumption in the Chinese
region increased the interest of the British Empire in the opium trade, this
situation led the Chinese administration to take action against the consumption
and import of opium, with the law published in 1799, the Chinese administration
banned the import of opium and the opium crisis started with the closure of
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British warehouses. The opium crisis between Britain and China, with its
historical events and facts, will be the center of this research paper.

Opium in the Health Sector

With the adoption of opium by Western civilization in the 18th century, research
on the benefits and harms of opium began in the same century. Although opium
has been used as a pain reliever or recreational for centuries, it became a part of
daily life in the 18th century, opium was not used in the pharmaceutical industry
until the 19th century. Between 1803 and 1806, the German pharmacist Friedrich
Sertiirner, who conducted medical research on opium and chemical products
obtained from opium, produced the drug he called "Morphine". (Duarte, Danilo
Freire) The Western medical world adopted morphine, an opium product, in a
short time and made it the standard treatment method. This naturally increased
Europe's consumption of opium and led to an increase in the commercial and
strategic value of it.

Opium in East Asia 1600-1800

1600-1800 British Empire Control of India

As the beginning of the British presence in India, we can accept that in 1600, the
British merchants who traded in the Bengal region were structured as the "East
India Company" by the Imperial Royal Charter. (Britannica) It can be said that
the Empire aimed to have influence in the Indian region in the long term with
this trade network. The British initially pursued this goal by obtaining land
ownership from local authorities, strengthening their presence, and establishing
mutually beneficial relationships. They entrusted it to the East India Company,
which settled in India by obtaining permission to trade duty-free. (Britannica)

Meanwhile (17th century), the introduction of opiate tobacco products into
the Chinese market increased the demand for opium in the East; In 1683, the East
India Company increased investments to increase opium production. (Asthana,
S. N.) The maturation process, which lasted for nearly a century, bore fruit by
1757, when the East India Company overthrew the existing Bengali
administration and introduced a new administration led by the company.

In the following period, as the demand for opium gradually increased and
therefore the value of opium production increased, the East India Company
transferred opium production to a few local manufacturers and monopolized the
market. (Rowntree, Joshua) At this point it will be a subject to return to later in
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the research; Warren Hastings, the Bengali ruler of the time, who organized the
monopolization of the market, described the importance and limits of opium
production as follows: "Opium was not a necessity of life, but only a pernicious
luxury, which was not to be permitted except for the purposes of foreign trade,
and had to be carefully kept away from domestic consumption by the wisdom of
the government." (Rowntree, Joshua)

At the end of half a century of wars and treaties dating back to the middle
of the 19th century, actions will be more tangible than the previous century; The
Dominion of India grew stronger in its political, economic and military power.
Aside of these, the pillars local administration was cracking, idea of corporate
ruled country started to fail because of lack of governance and state-discipline.
With the Sepoy Rebellion in British India in 1857, it was shown that the East India
Company's administration and authority were no longer sufficient to control the
region. With the Government of India Act of 1859, the administration of India was
directly subordinated to the British Government. (Britannica)

Chinese Rule and Opium in the 16th-17th-18th Centuries

Opium reached Chinese civilization centuries before the British, in the 7th
century. It has been used as a drug or as a medicine by adding it to food, but no
problems such as opium addiction have developed or been reported in Asian
societies. (Britannica) In the 17th century, when the British - the East India
Company - began to show themselves in the region - opium tobacco products
were rapidly adopted in Chinese society and opium consumption increased at
the same speed. In 1637, the British Empire entered the territory of China; In 1715,
they opened the first trading station in the Canton region. After that, the Western
States began to export opium and tobacco from Canton station. (Miron, Jeffrey
A., and Chris Feige)

The increasing addictions on opium led to the first action of the Chinese
government in 1729, when the importation of opium for smoking purposes was
prohibited. However, the import ban was not enough, and opium consumption
continued to increase in China. Export of opium became indispensable for Britain
in trade with China, because opium was exchanged instead of paying coins for
goods imported from China, such as silk, ceramics, and tea. (Britannica) In
addition to the increasing dependence on opium, the Chinese administration was
also suffering commercially from opium imports. With the new laws
promulgated in 1799, 70 years after the first prohibition, while the prohibition on
opium imports continued, the sale and consumption of opium was included in
serious crimes, and the punishment was made as severe as death or exile. (Miron,
Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige) "The opium seized by the state was burned, the ship
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containing the opium was confiscated, and the persons in possession of it were
sentenced to death." (Rowntree, Joshua)

The Asian Opium Trade and Wars in the 19th Century

Diplomatic War and the Road to the Actual War

The opium crisis, which started to bother the Chinese administration throughout
the 18th century, continued to intensify in the 19th century. Prior to the 1799
Chinese opium import ban, pressure was increased from the Chinese
government to the Company's management to end opium exports; In fact, the
Chinese government threatened the Company with the cessation of the tea trade,
which was as important as the opium trade for the British. (Chang, Hsin-Pao)
The pressures yielded results, the East India Company stopped exports to China
within its own structure, but predictably, the British did not plan to shelve this
trade, as a solution, they delivered the opium to be exported to British
(Independent) merchants in the Chinese region, and continued the export
indirectly, despite the end of direct exports (Miron, Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige)

The Chinese government is aware of the shadow opium trade that is being
carried out, but there is nothing they can do but carry out operations against the
local merchants with whom British independent traders cooperate. When we
look at the operations against narcotics or other illegal trades that are being
carried out today, we can observe the same predicament: the problem is not the
sellers, who are the capillaries of the trade network, but those who runs the
production and distribution of the goods, and the problem needs to be solved at
the root, not at the end. The Chinese government also knows the root of the
problem, but they have not been able to go beyond trying to prevent the activities
of free traders for a period of thirty years. With the inability to prevent trade and
pressure on local Chinese rulers from central authorities, tensions between the
Company/Independent Traders and the Chinese Authority have reached a peak
in the region.

The State of the Market Before the Opium Wars

By 1830, when the pressures on the opium trade were at their peak, the opium
market continued to grow. We can say that the maritime developments brought
by the new century or the political and economic changes in the region also
triggered the increase in these years. In more detail (Chang, Hsin-Pao); "The end
of the monopoly of the East India Company and the rapid expansion of British
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merchants in the country, the policy of expanding production in India, the
introduction of new clipper ships that made faster transportation possible, and
the rapid expansion of traffic eastward and northward along the Chinese coast."
Miron, Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige) It explains the growth of trade in the 1830s.

Table 1. Total Opium Exports of British India (In Chests)
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Table 2. Year-kilogram comparison

Year Chests Kilogram
1829 9.678 614.553
1830 11.726 744.601
1831 18.186 1.154.811
1832 16.083 1.021.271
1833 22.785 1.446.848
1834 17.862 1.134.237
1835 14.807 940.245
1836 33.616 2.134.616
1837 29.679 1.884.617
1838 35.574 2.258.949
1839 18.510 1.175.385
1840 29.432 1.868.932

(Data: Rowntree, Joshua)

A look at the accounting records kept by the British Raj shows that opium
exports to trade ports in China increased nearly sixfold during these years.
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The First Opium War — “War on Sanctions”

In 1839, the Chinese government ordered Commissioner Lin to stop the opium
trade due to the inability of the authority in the region to prevent smuggling. In
his year in office, Commissioner Lin first confiscated and destroyed the goods of
British merchants in the Canton/Guangzhou area to end the shadow trade. This
situation made the British retaliate and the British increased exports and brought
their battleships to the region. Tension in the region; evolved to war when British
soldiers who committed crimes in China were not handed over to Chinese
authorities for trial. (Chang, Hsin-Pao)

In response, the Chinese administration brought its navy to the region and
embargoed the trade ports and stopped the trade by force. In 1840, the British
landed an army in the region and went into war readiness. Silence in the region
ended in 1841 when Britain attacked the Chinese navy and destroyed the
embargo forces, and the war began. In the same year, the Chinese army was
defeated by the British, and the city of Canton was occupied. In 1842, with the
occupation of the city of Nanjing, the war ended in favor of England. Britain with
the Treaty of Nanjing in 1842; By taking a large compensation, the island of Hong
Kong, four treaty ports outside the Canton area (it should be noted that one of
them is Shanghai), it consolidated its authority in the region and paved the way
for larger scale trade. (Miron, Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige)

Second and Third Opium War

Peace in the region lasted until 1856, when the Chinese authorities raided the ship
"Arrow", which was anchored in Canton, lowered the British flag, and in
response, British ships bombarded the city. (Britannica)

France, citing a murdered missionary, also joined the war against China. In
1858 the British navy and army reached Tianjin and defeated the Chinese army.
With the 1858 Treaty of Tianjin signed in the same year, the Western States; The
presence of an embassy in Beijing, more commercial settlements, and the
acceptance of freedom conditions for Christian missionaries. (Miron, Jeffrey A.,
and Chris Feige) In the continuation of diplomatic negotiations in the ongoing
process, China has made opium imports legal again with an 8% customs duty.
(Miron, Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige)

In 1859, when the British and French ambassadors were prevented from
going to Beijing, tensions rose again in the region. With the Chinese
administration disobeying to the treaty, the Third Opium War (Also counted as
a continuation of the second war in many sources) began. The fleet assembled
under the British, defeated the Chinese Dagu Navy and reached Beijing,
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plundering and setting fire the Emperor's summer gardens. The Chinese
administration, which was defeated again, transferred the Kowloon peninsula to
the British with the Beijing Accord of 1860 and agreed to implement the 1858
Treaty of Tianjin. (Britannica)

Table 3. Number of Chests Imported to China by the British

Number of Chests Imported to China by the British

Year Chest Number Kilogram
1839 18.510 1.175.385
1840 29.432 1.868.932
1841 34.212 2.172.462
1842 35.887 2.278.825
1843 34.803 2.209.991
1844 36.942 2.345.817
1845 20.553 1.305.116
1846 42.379 2.691.067
1847 23.877 1.516.190
1848 53.679 3.408.617
1849 51.606 3.276.981
1850 52.040 3.304.540
1851 60.474 3.840.099
1852 61.157 3.883.470
1853 66.908 4.248.658
1854 77.379 4.913.567
1855 70.606 4.483.481
1856 72.385 4.596.448
1857 74.966 4.760.341
1858 75.822 4.814.697
1859 58.681 3.726.244
1860 63.464 4.029.964
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Opium Trade in Wartime

The Opium Wars lasted a total of seven years, during which the prohibition of
opium continued in China. British opium exports, including during the war,
continued to increase steadily during this period. Does this show that wars and
prohibitions have not harmed trade?

Table 4. Exported Chest Numbers

Exported Chest Numbers
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(Data: Rowntree, Joshua)

The amount of chest exports; Let's try to explain it with the variables of
revenue change, import ban and opium war period:

1. 860
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Table 5. Dependent Variable: Change in the number of Exported Chests

Dependent Variable: Change in the number of Exported Chests
Method: Least Squares
Sample (adjusted): 1835 1913

Variable Coefficient Std. Error t-Statistic Prob.
Revenue Change 0.303666 0.094255 3.221.737 0.0019
Import Ban 0.105544 0.055166 1.913.215 0.0595
Opium War -0.137925 0.113393 -1.216.341 0.2276

(Origin of Data: Rowntree, Joshua)

Since we cannot calculate reel revenues (we can’t calculate inflation of the
area) we are using revenue change ratio rather than total revenues. Both import
ban and opium war variables are dummy variables (yes/no variables for ruling
year). Import ban years between 1829-1860, opium wars are two different periods
as 1840,1841 and 1855-1860.

When statistically examined, there appears to be a negative relationship
between the growth of trade and the Opium Wars; with the level of significance
is insufficient, it can be said that wars did not impact opium exports of the Raj.
Another problem with this analysis is that our data is gathered yearly, near a
century but total timespan of wars are barely a decade, this is likely the reason of
failing significance.

The main issue to consider is the import ban and trade growth; The
relationship between these variables is significant, and even a positive
relationship is observed. Unlike the other variable this dummy spans quarter of
the sample, making this variable far more trustable.

It should be noted that it would be wrong to conclude from this
circumstance that the ban “increases” trade. This increase shows that trade grew
more during the prohibited periods than in the period when the bans were lifted.
As a complete result, wars and prohibitions could not prevent the increase in
opium trade.

The Effect of Opium Bans on Consumption

Jeffrey A., Miron, and C. Feige, who studied the impact of war and prohibition
on the opium trade, reached similar conclusions with this research; In their
research, the price change of Indian opium was studied to observe the change in
the demand of the Chinese people:
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"If there was a significant increase in Chinese opium production or opium imported
from a third country, exports from India to China would not indicate domestic
consumption behavior. But in this case, the shift in demand from Indian opium to Chinese
opium should have reduced the export price of Indian opium. Therefore, the study of the
quantity and price of opium exports can determine the impact of legalization on Chinese
opium consumption.” (Britannica)

The article uses data from the same source as our research. Therefore, the
results obtained will be explanatory for this research too. According to the
conclusion reached by examining the prices:

"The main feature of the data is that there was no increase in opium exports
after legalization. (...) If legalization is to be said to have increased consumption,
imports must have increased faster after legalization, (...). Therefore, it would be
wrong to say that the legalization of the import and use of opium increases
consumption, according to the conclusion reached by examining the data."
(Miron, Jeffrey A., and Chris Feige)

The Opium Trade in the 20th Century

The appearance of defects of opium

Opium production remained profitable for the British Empire for nearly a
century. However, this trade product not only harmed the Chinese people or
government, but the consumption of opium products also increased in the
Western States throughout the 19th century. The realization of its harms and
addictive potential began to be observed in the 1860s; The fact that the majority
of deaths occurred was due to the excessive use of opium for pleasure or suicide
increased the attention on opium products. The crisis that arose in the West grew
to such an extent that in 1874 such societies as the "Anglo-Oriental Society for the
Prevention of the Opium Trade" appeared.
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Table 6. Exports From British India 1860-1916
Exports From British India 1860-1916
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Table 7. Number of opium chests exported by British India between 1860 and 1917.

Chest

Data: (Rowntree Joshua) & (Department of Statistics INDIA-CALCUTTA)

1860 63.464 1874 94.745 1888 87.789 1905 62.936
1861 62.362 1875 88.354 1889 85.166 1906 66.274
1862 82.217 1876 96.872 1890 85.753 1907 63.760
1863 70.834 1877 92.820 1891 87.558 1908 66.957
1864 84.491 1878 91.200 1892 75.384 1909 56.191
1865 88.439 1879 105.508 1893 70.841 1910 43.921
1866 74.855 1880 92.192 1894 68.838 1912 38.189
1867 86.930 1881 89.340 1895 60.860 1913 31.374
1868 74.955 1882 91.800 1896 62.258 1914 11.906
1869 88.685 1883 91.964 1897 56.069 1915 10.856
1870 89.074 1884 86.579 1898 67.128 1916 8.786

1871 88.797 1885 87.956 1899 67.350 1917 8.710

1872 82.934 1886 95.839 1900 69.708

1873 88.724 1887 90.096 1901 65.603
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When we look at the numbers of opium chest exports by the British Empire
through India, we see that the trade peaked in 1879, and the amount gradually
decreased in the years that followed. It should be noted that this decrease took
place after the lifting of the import ban in China, because the developments that
started to manifest themselves in the West in these years and caused the public
opinion to turn against opium products were perhaps also experienced in
Chinese society.

There is an extensive chapter on this topic in Joshua Rowntree's book. The
"Voice of China" section includes an interpretation of the spread of opium in
Chinese society from the point of view of the people and the government. In
this section, we can see that the reaction against opium that developed in the
West also developed in China. Few excerpts from the chapter to support this
theory:

While a missionary is preaching her faith in Shaoshing City, an elderly
woman from among the people reacts to the missionary, memoir; "She
immediately stood up and came to the missionary; Don’t you dare mention that name
again! ... I won't hear another word. You foreigners come with opium in one hand and
Jesus in the other.”

In the rebellion that broke out in the city of Honan, the settlement belonging
to the missionaries was raided by the people, memoir; "The angry mob, led by the
scholars of the city, threw the missionaries out after him, shouting: "You have burned our
palace; you have killed our emperor, you are poisoning our people; and now you have
come to teach us virtue."

By adding one of the most detailed memoirs (Dr. Parker), we can support
the idea that the Chinese people also developed a reflex against opium; "As [ write
these lines (December 10, 1898), the cry of a wife sold by her opium-addicted husband
could be heard in the street where our house is. He was one of our closest neighbors and I
had known his wife since I came to China, she was very young at the time. When she first
started smoking, her mother, who was a widow and had some property, as well as an
embroidery teacher in our mission, killed herself by taking opium because she saw no hope
in life. Then he sold the houses one by one, then the furniture in the house, then his wife’s
clothes, then the shrouds that his grandmother had prepared for his funeral, then his own
clothes, and now his own wife. Luckily, both of her children died, or he would have sold
them too. This is not a single case but can be repeated in every street of every city and
town of this vast empire." (All excerpts: Rowntree, Joshua)
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Synthesis of Heroin and Its Effect on Trade

In the period leading to the end of the 19th century, we can say that both Eastern
and Western societies began to develop a reflex against opium. This situation not
only eroded the opium trade but also caused, the "Miracles of Opium Products"
which was going on in Western society, to be shaken. Addictions, which started
to show themselves in the middle of the century, and deaths caused by sub-
products such as morphine attracted the reaction of society and pushed scientists
working in this field to intensify their studies on opium and synthesize cleaner
and harmless opium products.

The "Heroin Paradox" of the beginning of the 20th century can be shown as
example. It has been claimed that this drug can replace morphine, relieving
morphine withdrawal symptoms (...). It took 12 years for heroin to be proven to
be one of the most rapidly leading alkaloids to addiction." (Miron, Jeffrey A., and
Chris Feige)

"In the last half of the 19th century, several attempts were made to create a
safer and less addictive alternative to morphine, and in 1874 heroin was
synthesized by the English chemist Alder Wright. In the 1890s, heroin was
produced by the German pharmaceutical company Bayer and marketed as a
substitute for morphine. In addition to its properties as a powerful pain reliever
(...), heroin was also a powerful cough suppressant, and Bayer declared heroin to
be a safer alternative to morphine for children suffering from coughs and colds.
Unfortunately, (...) heroin turned out to be no less addictive than morphine. By
the early 1900s, heroin addiction had become an even bigger problem than
morphine addiction in the United States and Western Europe. (Bryson, Ethan O.,
and Christine E. Boxhorn.)

The advent of heroin and its legal consumption, other medicines and
research conducted for years increased the demand for raw opium in both the
East and the West. However, this increase lasted shortly.
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Table 8. British Empire's Opium Exports in Kilogram

BRITISH EMPIRE'S OPIUM
EXPORTS IN KILOGRAM

Data: (Departments of Statistics, India)

As can be seen from the table, the UK's opium exports were triggered again
with the introduction of heroin to the market. (Introduction to the market
accepted as ~1890.) It would be difficult to say that this increase is only due to
heroin, but it would not be wrong to say that the interest in opium increased
again in this period and an important result of this increase in interest was heroin.

Table 9. British Empire's Oprum Exports % Change in Kilograms

BRITISH EMPIRE'S OPIUM
EXPORTS % CHANGE IN
KILOGRAMS

1870
1875
1880
1885
1890
1895
1900
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918

Data: (Departments of Statistics, India)
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We can observe that the opium trade revived at the beginning of the 20th
century when we looked at the previous table 9, but when it was visualized again
as a percentage change compared to the previous year; We see that the opium
trade has been in constant decline since the beginning of the century. We see that
opium lost its value in the 20th century and has started to be removed from daily
life.

Conclusion

Opium consumption has been in Eastern civilizations since B.C. . However,
opium consumption in the Chinese region did not pose a significant problem for
the people and the state until the 18th century. This situation changed with the
opium tobacco brought by the Westerners, and the new consumption method
spread rapidly to China. With the increasing demand, the British made
investments to increase opium production and expand the trade infrastructure.

The increasing dependency in China and the fact that opium, which is an
unvirtuous commodity whose share in the market is growing, harms the
efficiency of trade has led the administration to take action. The Chinese
administration, which could not prevent trade with import and consumption
bans, tried to stop trade by plundering British warehouses. When the British did
not take a step back, a state of war was started, and the Chinese administration
was defeated. The treaty concluded after the first war strengthened the
commercial infrastructure of the British. The stubbornness of the Chinese
administration in its war against opium increased the tension between the two
sides again in the following years and the second opium war began. The British
emerged victorious from this war and completely removed China's pressure on
the opium trade.

When the prohibition and repression period is examined on the axis of trade
growth; It has been observed that trade is not affected by these prohibitions and
pressures and even grows more during these periods.

Despite the lifting of the prohibitions, the growth of the opium trade could
not continue to increase as in previous years, because there was an awareness of
opium addiction and its harm in both Eastern and Western societies. Attempts
by the chemical industry to synthesize the "clean" products of opium with sub-
products such as heroin did not yield results in this period. Thus, opium began
to be removed from daily life by societies.
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Oz: Calisma kapsaminda cagdas siyasal rejimlerin analitik olarak
siniflandirilmast amaglanarak ozellikle totaliter, otoriter ve demokratik
rejimlerin birbirleriyle arasindaki kuramsal ve pratik farklar1 karsilastirmali
olarak ele alinmistir. Buradaki rejim tiirlerinin tanimlanmasi, sadece teorik
kavramsallagtirmalarla sinirl olmayip, tarihsel, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel iligkilere
yer verilerek rejimlerin dinamik dogasi 6n plana ¢ikarilmistir. Totaliter rejimler,
ideolojik tek bigcimlilik, yogun siyasal mobilizasyon ve merkeziyetci kontroller
ile toplum tizerinde mutlak bir tahakkiim kurmakta ve otoriter rejimler daha
sinirl pragmatik yonetim anlayisiyla farkli bir baskici yap1 sunar. Demokratik
rejimler ise hukuk devleti, secimlerin serbestligi ve temel haklarin giivence
altina alinmasi gibi unsurlar 6zelinde degerlendirmesi yapilmistir. Rekabetci
otoriterlik, suistimalci anayasacilik ve popiilist liderligin yiikselisi gibi hibrit
rejim pratikleri incelenip gliniimiiz demokrasi krizine 151k tutmasi saglanmistir.
Nihayetinde rejimlerin duragan yapilar da olmadig1 ve tarihsel baglam ile
toplumsal aktorlerin etkilesiminin doniisebildigi tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Totaliter Rejim, Otoriter Rejim, Demokratik Rejim,
Rekabetci Otoriterlik, Popiilizm

On the Classification of Political Regimes: Theoretical
Foundations and Current Reflections
Abstract: The aim of the study is to classify contemporary political regimes

analytically, and in particular, the theoretical and practical differences between
totalitarian, authoritarian and democratic regimes are comparatively
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addressed. The definition of regime types here is not limited to theoretical
conceptualizations, but the dynamic nature of regimes is highlighted by
including historical, social and cultural relations. Totalitarian regimes establish
absolute domination over society with ideological uniformity, intense political
mobilization and centralized controls, while authoritarian regimes present a
different oppressive structure with a more limited pragmatic management
approach. Democratic regimes, on the other hand, are evaluated in terms of
elements such as the rule of law, freedom of elections and the guarantee of
fundamental rights. Hybrid regime practices such as competitive
authoritarianism, abusive constitutionalism and the rise of populist leadership
are examined and shed light on today's crisis of democracy. Ultimately, it has
been determined that regimes are not static structures and that the interaction
of historical context and social actors can transform.

Keywords: Totalitarian Regime, Authoritarian Regime, Democratic Regime,

Competitive Authoritarianism, Populism
Giris
Siyasi rejimlerin, gilintimiizde c¢esitli smiflandirmalar icinde yer aldiklar
goriilmektedir. Yapilan rejim simiflandirmalarinda ayni rejimin iilkeden tilkeye
farkli sonuglar dogurmasi siyasi rejimlerin siniflandirilmasini zorlastirmaktadir.
Bunun temel nedeni ise siyasi rejimlerin degisim stirecinde goriilebilir. Degisim
stirecini etkileyen birgok etken sayilabilir ancak her iilkenin kendine 6zgii sosyal,
kiiltiirel, tarihi, ekonomik vb. yapisinin var olmasi, ayni rejimin farkl sekillerde
goriilmesini saglamaktadir. Calismada yapilan smiflandirmanin temelini
demokratik ve demokratik olmayan rejimler olusturacaktir. Demokratik
olmayan rejimler totaliter ve otoriter rejimler bashgi altinda incelenerek,
demokratik rejimle karsilastirmali yontem kullanilarak irdelenecektir.

Demokratik rejimin incelenmesinin yan1 sira demokratik olmayan

rejimlerin incelenmesinin dnemini Brooker beg farkli nedenle sayar (S6zen, 2015,
s. 46). Birincisi, son demokratiklesme dalgasindan sonra bile demokratik
olmayan y&netimlerin coklugudur. Ikincisi, demokratik olmayan rejimlerin
ylikselise ge¢mis olmasi. Uctinciisti, diinya tarihinde onemli bir yere sahip
olmasi. Dordiinciisii, siyaset biliminde bu konuda olusan birikimlerdir. Son
olarak beginci nedeni ise demokratik rejimlerle ilgili farkli yaklasimlar ve bakis
agis1 sunmasidir.
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Calismada smiflandirmasi yapilan rejimlerin temel ozellikleri {izerinde
durulacak olup, onu diger sistemlerden ayiran temel ilkeler tespit edilmeye
cabisilacaktir. Tiim bu nedenlerden dolayr smiflandirmasi yapilan rejimlerin
karsilastirmali yontemle daha iyi anlasilacagr diistiniilmiistiir. Bu baglamda, bu
¢alisma hem rejim kavramsallastirmalarma kuramsal bir katki sunmay1 hem de
giinlimiiz diinyasinda rejim déniisiimlerinin dogasini anlamaya yonelik analitik
bir perspektif gelistirmeyi amaglamaktadir.

Totaliter Rejim

Totalitarizm, politik tekellesmeyi hedef edinerek, iktidari yasal veya yasadisi
yollarla ele gecirdikten sonra mevcut rejimi yikip yerine tek partiye dayals,
toplumu tek parti ideolojisi etrafinda toplayarak yeni bir devlet yapis1 insa eden,
integratif bir politika anlayisina sahip politik egemenlik deneyi olarak
tanumlanabilir (Gentile, 2008, s. 292). Bu tanim, totaliter rejimin sadece bir
yonetim bicimi degil;, ayni zamanda mevcut toplumsal yapiyr kokten
doniistiirme iddiast tasiyan ideolojik bir proje oldugunu gostermektedir.
Totalitarizm, modern ¢agin en baskici siyasal rejimlerinden biri olarak, iktidarin
toplumun tiim alanlar1 tizerinde tam bir denetim kurma arzusuyla sekillenmistir.
Bu rejim tiirii, yalnizca siyasi otoriteyi merkezilestirmekle kalmaz; ayn1 zamanda
bireylerin diislince ve davraniglarii da belirli bir ideolojik eksende
sekillendirerek ideolojiye uygun toplumsal insa yoluna gitmektedir. Diger
taraftan totaliter kelime anlami olarak totalden tiireyip, biitiin, topyekun gibi
anlamlara gelmektedir.

Totalitarizm terimi literatiire ilk olarak Italya’da Mussolini tarafindan
1920'1li yillarda girmistir. Ikinci diinya savagindan sonra ise demokratik olmayan
rejimler arasmnda tizerinde durulan ve birgok arastirmaci tarafindan inceleme
yapilan rejim olmustur.

Totalitarizmin tarihsel gelisimi de bu yapmin sabit degil, dénemsel
kosullara gore doniisebilen bir karaktere sahip oldugunu gostermektedir.
Traverso’ya (2017) gore “totalitarizm” kavramy, tarihsel siireg igerisinde sekiz
temel doneme ayrilabilir:

1920’ler: Kavramin ilk kez Italya’da dogusu,

1930’lar: Fasist liderler ve siirgiindeki siyasetciler arasinda yayginlasmasi,

1939: Alman-Sovyet Pakt1 sonrasinda akademik olarak tanmmasi,

1941 sonrast: Antifasist cephede antitotalitarizmle kurulan ittifak,

Soguk Savas: Kavramin antikomiinizm ile 6zdeslestirilmesi,

1960-1980 aras1: Kavramsal krize girmesi ve etkisini yitirmesi,

1990°1ar: 20. yiizyilh anlamlandirmak {izere retrospektif paradigma olarak
yeniden canlandirilmas,
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2001 sonrast: 11 Eyliil saldirlarindan sonra Islamci kéktendincilige karst
miicadelede yeniden giindeme gelmesi (Traverso, 2017, s. 100).

Totalizmin, bu tarihsel arka plani, totalitarizmin sadece fasizm ve
komiinizm baglammda degil, kavramin esnekligini ve ideolojik olarak kendini
yenileyen bir yoniiniin oldugunu gostermektedir.

Klasik tanimlamalarda yarismaci olmayan modern rejimlerden biri olan
totalitarizm, temel olarak yoneticilerle halkin bir biitiin oldugu tezi {izerinde
durmustur. Juan Linz totaliter rejimleri otoriter sistemlerden ozelliklede
demokratik sistemlerden ayiranin, devletle toplum arasindaki smnirm
yikilmasmin ve toplumun tamamen siyasallasmasimnin miimkiin olmayacagin
belirtir (Linz, 2008, s.35). Hatta bazi totaliter rejimlerde secimlerin ya da
halkoylamasmin yapilip rejimin halk tarafindan desteklendigi gosterilmek
istenmistir. Ancak yapilan bu se¢imlerde iktidarin kaybetmesi miimkiin degildir.
Kaybetmemesinin nedeni yapilan secimlerin esit sartlarda partilerin iktidara
gelmek icin yaristig1 adil segimler olmamasidir. Bu yiizden Linz’in tespit etmis
oldugu toplumun tamaminin ya da biiyiik bir cogunlugunun devaml ayni siyasi
yapiy1 desteklemesi olas1 degildir. Bu durumun gesitli nedenlerine deginmekte,
ozellikle de silahli kuvvetlerin baskisindan s6z etmektedir (Linz, 2008, s.34-35);
yonetim kadrosu silahli kuvvetlerin sadakatine giivenebiliyorsa, halkin biiyiik
¢ogunlugunun onlarla 6zdeslesecegine ve rejimi destekleyebilecegine isaret eder.
Tabii burada goniillii desteklemekten ¢ok rejimin baskis: altinda bir destegin
goriilmesine vurgu yapilmaktadir.

Linz bir rejimi totaliter simflandirma igine alabilmemiz i¢in zorunlu
boyutlar belirlemistir. Egemen olan bir tek-parti ile diger mobilize edici orgiitler;
iktidarm genis bir ¢evreye hesap verme zorunlulugunun olmayis: ve iktidardan
kurumlasmis barigct  yontemlerle wuzaklastirlamayan bir kiside ve
yardimcilarinda veya kiigiik bir grupta toplanmis olmasidir (Linz, 2008, s. 35).
Linz, belirlemis oldugu kriterlerin diger ideolojilerde de goriilebilecegini ancak
hepsinin bir arada olusuyla totaliter rejimin olusacagini belirtir. Bu 6zelliklerde
anlasilacag gibi iktidarin mobilize etmede dncelikle bir ideolojiye ihtiyac1 vardir.
Ideolojinin halk bir arada tutabilmesinin ve bir amag dogrultusunda sistemli bir
yapisinin olmasi gerekmektedir. Ideolojinin koruyuculari ve ideolojiyi yaymakla
gorevli olan parti temsilcileri, olusturduklar1 ideolojiyi devamli dinamik
tutmakta ve halkin bu ideoloji etrafinda sekillenmesini saglamaya
calismaktadirlar. Burada iktidari bir kisinin eylemi ile digerinin rizas1 olmaksizin
onu yonlendirme kapasitesi olarak gormekte olup, otoritenin ise bu kapasitenin
mesru goriilmesi ve hissedilmesi olarak yorumlanmaktadir. ideolojinin saglamis
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oldugu zihinsel iklimle sadakat ve kimlik, biz ve 6tekileri gereken bir uzamda ve
olmasi gereken koordinatlara yerlegtirilmiglerdir (Saribay & Ogiin, 1999, s. 29,
142).. Burada onemli diger bir husus ise totaliter rejimlerde yonetici gruba
sistemin yliklemis oldugu sorumluluklarm azlig1 ama yonetilenlere gorevlerinin
devamli hatirlatilmasi ve sorumluluklarmin ¢oklugudur. Tktidari denetleyecek
ve iktidarin hesap verebilecegi hicbir yapimnn olmayisi, keyfi uygulamalara yol
acmasmin yani sira yonetilenler tizerindeki baskiy1 da artirmaktadir.

Sol totalitarizmin en iyi bilinen 6rnegi, Stalin donemi Sovyetler Birligidir.
Sag Totalitarizmin ise Nazi Almanya’sidir. Ideolojik olarak birbirlerine zit
goriinseler de yapi olarak birbirlerine benzemektedirler (Saribay & Ogiin, 1999,
s. 86). Iki ilkede de yonetici parti siyasal, ekonomik ve toplumsal yapi {izerinde
hem hukuki olarak hem de gercekten de biitiin kontrolii elinde tutar (S6zen,
2015, s. 48). Burada yonetici ve tek olan partilerin iizerinde durmakta fayda var.
Komdiinist terminolojide parti bir 6ncti, fasist terminolojide ise bir elit olarak
adlandirilan azinliktir (Linz, 2008, s. 50). Nasil adlandirilirsa adlandirsin sonug
olarak bu iki ideolojideki partilerin birer kitle partisi oldugu agiktir. Toplumun
kiiciik bir kismini temsil etmelerine ragmen ellerine gecirdikleri giicten dolay1
(devlet giicii) tilke yonetimini rakipsiz bir sekilde siirdiirmiislerdir. Parti
igerisinde sayisiz kat1 kurallar ve dikkat edilen hiyerarsik yapi ile parti devaml
gliclii tutulmak istenmistir. Burada tabii verdigimiz Ornekte partinin yani sira
giiclii iki liderin varlig1 yadsinamaz. Parti orgiitlenmis yapisiyla islerin liderin
istedigi sekilde yiiriitiilmesi i¢in olmazsa olmazidir. Ancak giiglii lider etrafinda
varligini stirdiiren parti, devletin sistematik isleyisini siird{iirebilir. Burada lidere
bagimliliktan s6z edilebilir. Ancak liderden sonra totaliter yapinin devam
edebilmesi, olusturulacak sistemle saglanabilir. Ama komdiinist ya da fasist
yonetimlere baktigimizda ya da totaliter rejimlere bakildiginda giiglii liderin
Olmesiyle birlikte sistem degisime ugramis veya baska rejimlere doéniismiistiir.

Totaliter rejimlerin bir diger ayirt edici 6zelligi ise halk egemenligi ve
demokratik kurumlara dair sembolik sOylemleri aragsallastirmalaridir. Bu tiir
rejimlerde otorite, toplumun tamammi kapsayan bir ideolojik hedef
dogrultusunda mutlak bir inangla hareket ederken, her tiirlii muhalefeti bertaraf
etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Kargit goriise sahip kisi, kurum ya da yapilar "diisman"
olarak kodlanmakta ve sistematik olarak tasfiye edilmektedir. Bu baglamda,
siirekli olarak i¢ ve dig diisman yaratma pratigi, totaliter rejimlerin siirekliligini
saglayan baslica stratejilerden biri haline gelmistir. Ne var ki bu stratejik
biitiinliikte herhangi bir kirilma ya da zaaf, rejimin “tam totaliter” niteligini
kaybetmesine yol agabilmektedir (Kahraman, 2023, s. 29).
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Otoriter Rejim

Demokratik olmayan diger bir rejim tiirii ise otoriter rejimdir. Totaliter ve
demokratik rejim arasinda kalmis gibi goriinen otoriter rejimin, bu gergevede
tanumlanmasi gesitli sorunlara yol agabilir. Boyle bir tanimlama iki rejim disinda
kalan yonetim sekillerini de kapsayacagindan, otoriter rejimin ozelliklerini ve
smirlarmi ortaya ¢ikarmak miimkiin olmayacaktir.

Otoriter rejim Linz'in tanmmiyla(Linz, 2008, s. 137): smirli bir siyasal
pliiralizme yer veren, ideolojiye degil zihniyetlere sahip olan, yaygin ve yogun
siyasal mobilizasyon ve katilma yaratmayan, bir liderin ya da kiigiik bir grubun
tahmin edilebilir smirlar igerisinde iktidar1 kullandiklar1 siyasal sistemdir. Bu
tanimlamada dikkat c¢ekici Snemli unsurlardan biri pliiralizmdir. Ancak
buradaki pliiralist unsur demokrasilerde bulunanin aksine smirli pliiralizm
olmasinin nedeni, iktidarin bir liderin ya da kii¢iik grubun kontrolii altinda
olmasidir.

Yonetenlerin temel 6zelligini ise; keyfi iktidar tasarrufuna sahip bir kisi ile
bu kisinin, liyakat ilkesini dikkate almayan, ekonomik ya da psikolojik
nedenlerle is birligi yaptig1 kisilerin yonetim tekeline sahip olmasidir (Anik,
2014, s. 79). Halkin siyasi siirecler disinda birakilmasi, sadece modern
donemdeki otoriter rejimleri degil, geleneksel yonetimleri de otoriter rejimler
kapsamina sokabilir (Erdem & Erdem, 2013, s. 217).

Linz, totaliter ve otoriter rejim arasindaki temel farklardan birinin ideoloji
ve zihniyet ayrimidir. Totaliter rejimler bir ideolojiye ihtiya¢ duyarken, otoriter
rejimlerin  zihniyete ihtiya¢ duymaktadir. Zihniyet ve ideoloji ayrimini Alman
sosyolog Theodor Gieger’dan alan Linz, zihniyet kavrammai sdyle agikliyor (Linz,
2008, s. 140): degisik durumlara karsi kodlastirilmamis tepkiler saglayan,
duygusal nitelik tasiyan, diistince ve duygu tarzlaridir. Aslinda ideolojiler ve
zihniyetlerde iktidarin megrulugunu kanitlayacak sistemsel diisiince tarzlaridir.
Buradan yola ¢ikarak rejimleri kesin olarak ayirma yanlighklara sebep olabilir.
Her rejimin kendine 6zgii iktidara gelis nedenleri, tarihsel deneyimleri, kiiltiiri,
toplumsal ve ekonomik yapisi farklilik gosterebilir. Burada smiflandirilmasi
yapilacak rejimin gercekligi goz 6niinde bulundurulmas: gerekmektedir.

Her rejim icin 6nceden belirlenen siiflandirma kriterleri ya da 6zellikleri
birebir gercekte olanla ortiismeyebilir. Ancak hangi rejimle daha ¢ok ozelligi
ortiisiiyorsa o rejimin ad1 altma alinabilir. Ornegin Franco Ispanyasini Linz ve
Stepan otoriter rejim kategorisine koyarken, Barbara Geddes kisisel diktatorliik
kategorisine koyar (S6zen, 2015, s. 56).
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Otoriter rejimler de belirli tarihsel ve toplumsal kosullar ¢ercevesinde ortaya
¢ikar, kurumsallasir ve zamanla doniisiime ugrayabilir ya da ortadan kalkabilir.
Yaygin kanmin aksine, otoriter rejimler duragan ve degisime kapali yapilar
degildir; aksine, kars1 karsiya kaldiklar: firsatlar, tehditler ve yapisal zorluklar
dogrultusunda kendilerini yeniden yapilandirma kapasitesine sahiptirler.
Diinya genelinde otoriterligin en yogun bicimde gozlemlendigi bolgelerden biri
olan Orta Dogu ve Kuzey Afrika (ODKA) bolgesinde de bu tiir rejimsel
dontiigtimlerin  6rneklerine siklikla rastlanmaktadir. ODKA’da otoriter
yonetimler, hem i¢ dinamiklerden hem de kiiresel gelismelerden etkilenerek
zaman zaman stratejik reformlara gitmis, yonetsel ve kurumsal mekanizmalarimi
yeniden sekillendirmigtir. Ozellikle Arap Bahari siireci, bu tiir rejimsel
doniisiimlerin gortiniirliigiinti artirmis olsa da, bolgedeki otoriter yapilarin
doniisiim pratiklerinin Arap Bahari oncesinde de varliklarindan s6z edilebilir
(Kilavuz, 2022, s. 267). Otoriter rejimlerin farkl: {ilkelerde, ¢esitli sekillerde ortaya
ciktig1 goriilmektedir. Tek parti donemi Tiirkiye’si, Salazar Portekizi,
Kaddafi'nin Libya’s1, Afrika ve Giiney Amerika’da olusan demokratik olmayan
yOnetimler otoriter rejimlere 6rnek olarak verilebilir (Gozler, 2004, s.87).

Otoriter rejimlerde kuvvetler birligi goriilmektedir. Yasama, yiirtitme ve
yargi iktidarin siki kontrolii altndadir. letisim araglar1 otoritenin elinde olup
secimler ise ya yoktur ya da gostermelik olarak yapilmaktadir (Erdem, 2013, s.
216).

Totaliter ve otoriter rejimler arasindaki farklari su sekilde belirtilebilir
(Aleskerov, 1954, 5.73)

e Otoriter rejimlerde sinirli ¢ogulculuk ve denetim altinda muhalefet
varken, totaliter rejimlerde bu durum s6z konusu degildir.

e Ikirejimde de devletin yonetim ve siddet araglar1 iktidar1 tarafindan
gasp edilmistir.

e Totalizmde ideoloji 6n planda tutulur ve devaml toplum {izerine
iglenir. Otoriter rejimde ise zihniyet én plandadar.

e Totaliter rejimler halkin genis destegine dayanir ve genellikle
karizmatik parti lideri vardir. Otoriter rejimin ise kitlesel destek
kaygis1 yoktur. Biirokrasi, ordu, is cevreleri ve dini 6nderlerin
destegine ihtiya¢ duyar ve sOylemlerini milliyet¢ci sloganlar
etrafinda olur.

Diger taraftan otoriter rejimler kategorisi igerisinde yer alan Levitsky ve
Way'in (2002) rekabetci otoriter rejimler tanimlamasimnda; baskin olan partinin ve
yoneticilerinin, muhalefeti zayif duruma diisiirmekten ¢ekinmeyerek kendilerini
secimlerde bagarili kilmay1 saglamaktadirlar. Bunun igin zorlayict ve adaletsiz
araglar kullanilarak belirli araliklarla yapilan se¢cimlerde kendi bagarilar: ugruna
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kullanmaktadirlar. Rekabetgi otoriter rejimler otoriter rejimlere gére minimum
diizeyde rekabeti gerceklestirmekte zayifta olsa muhalefetin iktidar olma
sansmin oldugu rejimlerdir. Bu rejimlerde segcimler 6zgiir ve adil olmasa da
secim siirecinin tam anlamiyla hileli ve dolandirici oldugu da sdylenemez
(Howard & Roessler, 2006, p. 366). Rekabetci otoriter rejimler, bigimsel olarak
demokratik kurumlart muhafaza etmekle birlikte, bu kurumlarm isleyisini
sistematik olarak manipiile eden yonetim bigimleridir. Bu rejimler, klasik
anlamda otoriterlik ile demokrasi arasinda konumlanmakta; demokratik araglar:
iktidarin siird{iriilmesi amaciyla kullanmaktadir. Ozellikle segim siiregleri, yargi
bagimsizligl, yasama yetkisi ve medya Ozgiirliigii gibi temel alanlar iktidar
lehine sekillendirilmekte ve denetim altina alinmaktadir. Bu baglamda, segimler
diizenli olarak gerceklestirilse de adil ve rekabetci bir ortamdan uzak oldugu
gozlemlenmektedir. Yargi ve yasama organlarma iktidar yanlis1 aktorlerin
atanmasi yoluyla kurumsal denge ve denetim mekanizmalar1 zayiflatilmakta;
yasal diizenlemeler ve c¢esitli yasaklamalar araciigiyla siyasi muhalefet
tizerindeki baski artirilmaktadir (Bayramoglu, 2023, s. 81).

Otoriterizm, 6zellikle Tkinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda siyasal diisiince ve
rejim tartismalarinda 6nemli bir kavramsal cerceve olarak one ¢ikmistir. Bu
yOnetim bigimi, pratikte zaman zaman totaliter rejimlere, zaman zaman da
demokratik sistemlere benzerlik gosterebilmektedir. Ancak giintimiizde,
demokratik degerlere yonelik artan kiiresel duyarliigin da etkisiyle, bir¢ok
otoriter rejim kendini agikga totaliter degil, bigimsel olarak demokratik normlara
daha yakin bir konumda sunmaktadir. Bu durum, s6z konusu rejimlerin
demokratik olarak nitelendirilmesini miimkiin kilmamakta; aksine, bu tir
rejimlerin otoriter niteliklerinin {izerini Orten stratejik bir ara¢ olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. (Ulug, 2022, s. 214).

Demokratiklesme siireci, yalnizca siyasal rejimlerin yapisal doniisiimiinii
degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal degerlerin ve siyasal kiiltiiriin yeniden insasm
da igermektedir. Bu siireg, otoriter rejimlerden liberal demokrasilere gegisi ifade
ederken, temel 6zgiirliiklerin taninmas, siyasi haklarm giivence altina alinmas;,
serbest ve rekabetci secimlerin tesis edilmesi gibi unsurlar1 6n plana ¢ikarir.
Ozellikle post-komiinist toplumlarda demokratiklesmenin ekonomik boyutu da
onemli bir yer tutmakta; piyasa temelli reformlarla birlikte siyasi ¢ogulculugun
gelistirilmesi hedeflenmektedir (Heywood, 2007, s. 97).

Ancak demokratiklesme yalnizca normatif diizlemde yasal diizenlemelerle
gerceklestirilebilecek bir olgu degildir. Yasalarn demokratik ideallere uygun
bicimde yeniden yapilandirilmas: 6nemli bir adim olsa da, bu doniigiimiin
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stirdiiriilebilirligi, toplumun tarihsel deneyimleri, siyasal birikimi ve demokratik
kiiltiire olan yatkinhgiyla dogrudan iliskilidir. Bu nedenle demokratiklesme,
hem kurumsal hem de kiiltiirel diizeyde ¢ok katmanl bir siireg¢ olarak ele
alinmalidir (Bahargigek & Agir, 2015, s. 21).

Demokratik Rejimler

Demokratik rejimlerin ¢ikis noktasini Eski Yunan'a kadar gotiiren bir¢ok ¢alisma
vardir. Atina demokrasisini klasik demokrasi icerisinde degerlendirildigi
goziitkmektedir. Bizde boyle degerlendirirsek modern demokrasiyle arasindaki
fark; birinin dogrudan digerinin dolayli olmas: degil, birinde her yurttasin esit
bir sekilde se¢me ve secilebilme hakki varken digerinde elit smifin yonetme
hakki vardir. Bu 6zellikleriyle giiniimiiz demokrasi ile iliskilendirilemez.

Demokrasinin tanimi gesitli boyutlarda yapailabilir. Ancak demokratik
rejimde olmas: gereken minimum sartlar belirlenirse, bu tartismalarmn disina
¢ikmis olup, rejimin daha iyi anlasilabilir. Demokratik rejimlerin ortak 6zellikleri
ise (Gozler, 2004, s.115): Etkin siyasal makamlara secimle gelindigi, secimlerin
diizenli araliklarla tekrarlatildig1, secimlerin serbest ve adil oldugu, birden fazla
siyasal partinin katildigi, muhalefetin iktidar olma sansinin oldugu, temel kamu
haklarmin taninmis oldugu ve giivence altina alinmis oldugu bir rejimdir.

Demokrasinin 6zelliklerini belirttikten sonra kavramsal karisiklig1 onlemek
i¢in demokrasinin ne olmadiginin tespit edilmesi gerekmektedir. Demokratik bir
tilkede iktidara gelenler beklenilen basariy1 gostermemis olabilirler, ekonominin
iyi yOnetilmemesi, idari aksamalar, iktidar1 kendi veya bir grup lehine
kullanmasi vb. tiim bunlar mevcut olsa bile, o iilkede ¢ok partili adil se¢imler ve
temel zgiirliikler varsa rejim demokrasidir (S6zen, 2015, 5.62-63). Onemli olan
iktidar igin yarisan partilerin hangi sartlar altinda yarigtiklar1 ve yarist nasil
kazandiklaridir. Bir diger énemli unsur ise istikrardir. Tktidara gelen partinin
istikrarli bir sekilde yonetimde kalmasi veya yonetmesinin, demokrasi agisindan
6nemi yoktur. Bu iktidarin basarisiyla, halkin beklentilerini gerceklestirip
gerceklestirmedigiyle ilgili olabilir ancak rejimin demokratik olup olmasiyla
ilgili bir durum degildir.

Soguk Savag sonrasinda, hem otoriter hem demokratik nitelikler
tastyan ¢cogaldig1 goriilmektedir. Bu durum hibrit rejimlerin iilkelerde 6zgiin
yansimalara sebep olmustur. Diizenli ancak adil olmayan siireclerle secimler
yapilmakta, iktidar kayb1 olasilig1 fiilen engellenmektedir. Yargi bagmmsizlig
zedelenmis, medya kontrol altma tutularak, yasama organlar iktidar yanls:
aktorlerle doldurulmustur (Bayramoglu, 2023, s. 81). Dolayisiyla, anayasa ve
yasa degisiklikleri, iktidarm siirekliligini saglamak amaciyla degistirilerek
aragsallastirilmaktadir.
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Smirh topluluklar, ¢ogunlukla dislayici kimlik politikalar1 etrafinda
sekillenmekte; bireyler, bu kolektif kimliklere yonelik giiclii bir aidiyet duygusu
ve ahlaki baglhlik gelistirmektedir. grup i¢i farkliliklarm
bastirilmasina ve elestirinin diglanmasina neden olarak elestirel diisiinceyi

Bu durum,

zayiflatmakta, siyasal alam1 homojenlestirmektedir. Bu tiir topluluklarmn
radikallesen bicimleri, 6zellikle i¢ elestiriye kapali liderlik figiirlerinin 6n plana
¢iktig1 ve karar alma siireclerinin kisisellestigi “kabilevi siyaset” ortamlarmin
olusmasma zemin hazirlamaktadir. Bu baglamda, hibrit rejimlerin evrilecegi yon
de netlikten uzaktir; bu rejimler hem demokratiklesme yoniinde derinlesme hem
de rekabetci otoriterlige dogru gerileme potansiyelini ayni anda tagimaktadir
(Onis, 2015, s. 37).

Tablo 1. Demokrasinin Cesitli Boyutlarina Gore Siyasi Rejimlerin Dagilimi

Kriterl Kapal1 Hegemonik Rekabetci Secimsel Liberal
riterler
Otoriter Otoriter Otoriter Demokrasi | Demokrasi
Sec¢imler Var mi1? Hayir Evet Evet Evet Evet
Rekabetgi Segiml H H Evet Evet Evet
ekabet¢i Segcimler ayir ayir ve ve
g1 oee y Y (Simurh)
Ozgiir ve Adil Evet
H H H Evet
Secimler i i i (Kismen) ve
Ozgiirliik,
Cogulculuk, Hayir Hayir Hayir Kismen Evet
Hukuk Devleti
. .. in, Suudi T : Zimbabve, Brezilya, .
Ornek Ulkeler Gin .uu ! . um.ls mbabve .r?Z,l ya Isve¢, ABD
Arabistan Ozbekistan Malezya Filipinler

Kaynak: (Howard & Roessler, 2006, s. 367)
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Tablo 1 ‘de goriildiigii iizere rejim tiirleri, siyasal sistemlerin se¢im
mekanizmalari, rekabet diizeyi, 6zgiirliik ve hukuk devleti gibi temel kriterler
cercevesinde karsilastirmali bir sekilde analiz edilmistir. Kapali otoriter ve
hegemonik otoriter rejimler, secimlerin ya tamamen yok sayildig1 ya da yalnizca
iktidarmn lehine olacak bi¢imde bicimsel olarak var oldugu sistemlerdir; bu
rejimlerde siyasal cogulculuk, ifade ozgiirliigii ve yargt bagimmsizlig1 biiyiik
Olctide baski altindadir. Rekabetci otoriter rejimler ise, disaridan bakildiginda
secimsel mesruiyet izlenimi verse de, fiilen muhalefetin ve demokratik
kurumlarin sistematik olarak zayiflatildigi, se¢imlerin adil olmayan kosullarda
yapildigr rejimlerdir. Secimsel demokrasilerde 0zgiir ve rekabetci segimler
yapilmakla birlikte, temel hak ve Ozgiirlitklerde yapisal eksiklikler bulunur;
hukuk devleti ilkesi ise tam anlamiyla islerlik kazanmaz. Liberal demokrasiler
ise yalnizca segimlerin diizenli ve rekabetci olmasini degil, ayni zamanda siyasal
ozgtirliiklerin, cogulculugun ve hukukun istiinliiglintin kurumsal teminat altina
alinmasim esas alir. Bu karsilastirma, ¢agdas diinyada rejimlerin cogunlukla bu
kategoriler arasinda gegiskenlik gosterdigini ve demokrasinin yalnizca segimle
sinirli bir kavram olmayip, ¢ok katmanli bir kurumsal yap1 ve kiiltiirel altyap:
gerektirdigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Moderniteye geciste iilkeler daha ¢ok halkin seckinler iizerindeki etkisine
degil seckimlerin modernlesme siirecindeki rolleri {izerinde durmaktadir. Bu
durum kurumsal yapilar1 etkileme kapasitesinde seckinlerin avantajli
durumlarinin kurumsallagma ile  birlikte devam edebilmesini
saglayabilmektedir. Kurumlarin degisimi ve doniisiimii gerceklesse bile
yOneticiler bu degisim ve doniisiimlerde kendilerine fayda saglayacak sekilde
gerceklestirebilmektedirler (Khan, 2012, s.366). Seckin/elit = olusumlarda
demokrasilerden, otokrasi ve diktatorliige yonelim bes asamada
gerceklesebilmektedir. Bunlar (Gerlich, 2021, s.294);

1) Bir grup veya hizbin siyasi basaris1.

2) I cemberin olusumu ve gliciin merkezilesmesi.

3) I¢ cemberin kontrol edilebilir, daha zayif {iyelerle degistirilmesi.

4) Liderin kendini izole etmesi.

5) Mubhalefetin hiikiimet tarafindan kontrol edilmesi ve otoriter
kontrol mekanizmast.

[k asamada secim zaferi ile iktidardaki mesruiyet tesis edilip daha sonra
iktidar1 saglamlastiracak ikinci asamada liderin etrafinda i¢ c¢ember
olusturularak giiciin merkezilesmesi saglanmaktadir. Uciincii asamada, liderin
ve gliciin devamliligr ve istikrar1 i¢in ¢ember igerisindeki kisilerin itaatkar
olmasina Ozen gosterilirken itaatkar olmayan kisiler cemberin disina
itilmektedir. Dordiincii asamada, giicii elinde bulundurma stiresi uzadikga ise
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lider kendini izole ederek geri besleme mekanizmalar1 zayiflatilmakta ve
elestirilerden uzaklasarak tek yonliiliige yol agmaktadir. Son olarak muhalefet
yasal ve ideolojik araclarla kontrol altinda tutulmaktadir.

Demokrasinin isleyisini karakterize etmek icin ii¢ kavram s0z etmek
miimkiindiir. Bunlar; birey, toplum ve devlettir (Ural, 1988, 5.453). Bu ii¢ kavram
demokratik rejimlerde birbiriyle uyum iginde siirdiiriilmesi gerekmektedir. Tabii
burada bireysel ¢ikarlarla toplumsal ¢ikarlarin catistigi bir¢ok alan ortaya
¢ikabilir. Toplumsal ¢ikarlarin 6n plana gikmasi elbette beklenebilir. Ancak bu
durum tehlikeli sonuglara sebep olabilir. Burada devletin birey- toplum
iliskisiyle ilgili bircok diisiiniiriin felsefi tartismalar1 oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu
tartismalar 1g1§1ndan devletin varlig1 ve misyonu sorgulanmistir. Ideal biirokrasi
ya da ideal devlet tartismalar: konumuz disinda kalmakla birlikte bireyin temel
hak ve hiirriyetinin minimum diizeylerine dokunulmamas: gerektigini,
demokratik rejimlerin temel prensipleri arasinda yer almaktadir.

Hiikiimet sistemleri demokrasinin uygulanmasinin onemli gostergeleridir.
Hiikiimet sistemlerini kuvvetler birligi ve kuvvetler ayrilig1 sistemleri olarak
ikiye ayrilir. Kuvvetler birligi sistemi de kendi i¢inde kuvvetlerin yiiriitmede
(diktatorliik) ve yasamada (meclis hiikiimeti ) birlestigi sistemler olarak ikiye
ayrilir. Kuvvetler ayriligi sistemi de sert (bagkanlik) kuvvetler ayriligi ve
yumusak (parlamenter) kuvvetler ayriligi olmak {izere kendi i¢inde ikiye ayrilir.
Cagdas rejimler olarak da nitelendirilen bu dort sistemin demokratik ve
demokratik olmayan uygulamalar ile ilgili baz1 0rnekler vermek gerekirse;
Meclis hiikiimeti sistemi Isvicre’de gercek anlamda uygulanabildiginden
demokrasinin gerceklesmesine aracilik edebilirken; Kiiba’da sadece bigimsel
anlamda uygulandigindan demokrasi gerceklesememektedir. Mesruti
monarsiye dayali parlamenter sistemin uygulandigi Isvec’te sistem demokratik
sekilde islerken; Urdiin'de ve Fas'ta demokratik olmayan bir sekilde
islemektedir. Yar1 bagkanlik sistemi Fransa’da demokratik bir gekilde islerken;
Cezayir ve Misir gibi {ilkelerde demokrasi yeterince gerceklesememektedir.
Baskanlik sistemi ABD de demokrasinin belirli 6l¢iide gergeklesmesine aracilik
edebilirken; ¢ogu Latin Amerika ve Afrika {ilkesinde ayni sonug
almamamaktadir (Buran, 2009, s.76).

Siyasetin kisisellestirilmesi (personalism) olgusu, Tiirkiye ve Rusya gibi
iilkelerde goriilmekle birlikte Banglades, Cin ve Filipinler gibi {ilkelerde de
gozlemlenmektedir. Hatta demokratik Avrupa cografyasinda Dbile
(Macaristan'daki Viktor Orban ve Polonya'daki Jarostaw Kaczynski 6rneklerinde
oldugu gibi) siyasi aktorlerin, kurumsal denge mekanizmalarim1 ve siyasi
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miittefiklerini zayiflatarak gii¢ konsantrasyonuna yoneldigi sdylenebilir. Avrupa
genelinde yiikselen popiilist sdylemler, bu egilimi besleyerek "giiclii lider"
talebini artirmaktadir. Bu durum, ABD gibi koklii demokrasilerde dahi siyasi
sistemin kisisellesme potansiyeli hakkinda analizlere yol agmistir (Kendall-
Taylor, Frantz, & Wright, 2017, s. 7).

20. Yiizyilda ve 21. yiizyilin baslarinda, savaslar, kiiresel ekonomik krizler
ve kitlesel go¢ hareketleri gibi kiiresel olgekli krizler, halkin mevcut siyasal
yapilara olan giivenini sarsmis ve bu durum, demokratik yollarla iktidara gelen
popiilist liderlerin toplumdan genis destek alarak giiglii bir sekilde yonetim
kademelerine yerlesmesine zemin hazirlamistir. Popiilist iktidarlarin siyasal
mesruiyetlerini ve iktidar siirekliligini giivence altina alma cabalari, anayasal
mekanizmalarin ve demokratik kurumlarin gesitli anayasa degisiklikleri yoluyla
denetim altina almmasina neden olmustur. Bu tiir pratikler literatiirde
"suistimalci  anayasacilik”  (abusive  constitutionalism) kavrami ile
aciklanmaktadir. Suistimalci anayasacilik, hukukun {istiinliigii, demokratik
temsil ve temel haklarin korunmasi gibi anayasal demokrasinin temel ilkelerine
zarar veren, ancak bunu bigimsel olarak anayasal siirecler araciligiyla
gerceklestiren bir stratejidir. Giintimiizde bu uygulamalar, bir¢ok {ilkede
yayginlik kazanmis ve ozellikle Dogu Avrupa'da dikkat cekici 6rnekler ortaya
¢ikmistir. Macaristan ve Polonya, popiilist soylemlerin ve liderligin yiikselisiyle
birlikte otoriter egilimlerin belirginlestigi ve insan haklarma dayal:i liberal
demokratik degerlerin ciddi bigcimde tartismaya agildig: {ilkeler arasinda yer
almaktadir. Nitekim Macaristan, Avrupa kitasinda son on yilda yeni bir anayasa
kabul eden tek tilke olmas1 bakimindan, suistimalci anayasacilik gergevesinde
degerlendirilmesi gereken 6nemli bir 6rnek teskil etmektedir (Eltimur, 2024, s.
31).

Tiirkiye, uzun siire "liberal olmayan demokrasi" (illiberal democracy) veya
Freedom House terminolojisiyle "kismen 6zgiir" statiistinde smiflandirilmis olsa
da, son donemde "rekabetci otoriterlik" (competitive authoritarianism) esigine
kayma egilimi gostermistir. Bu rejim tipi, muhalefetin formal varli§ina izin verse
de, secim siiregleri, medya erisimi ve yargi bagimsizlig1 gibi alanlarda iktidar
lehine sistematik esitsizlikler barmdirir (Levitsky & Way, 2010). Rekabetci
otoriter liderler, bagimli yargi mekanizmalarmi aragsallagtirarak gayriresmi
baski yontemlerini (informal mechanisms of repression) devreye sokarlar.
Liberal demokrasilerde bile kisisellestirilmis gii¢ yapilanmasi, otokratik
doniistimii tetikleyebilir. Bu siireg, direnisi mobilize edecek belirgin kirilma
anlarindan ziyade, kademeli kurumsal asmndirma taktikleriyle (incremental
institutional erosion) ilerler: Liderler, yargiy1 siyasallagtirir, yerel yonetimleri
zayiflatir, yasama yetkilerini budar, bagimsiz medyay: susturup yandas medya
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aglar1 kurar ve nihayetinde se¢im kurallarini (adaylik kriterleri, segmen kayds,
oy sayim prosediirleri) degistirir (Kendall-Taylor, Frantz, & Wright, 2017, ss. 16-
17). Elestirel sesler, "dis gii¢lerin ajani" veya "istikrarsizlastirici unsurlar” olarak
itibarsizlastirilir. Bu nedenle, sivil toplum ve siyasi partilerdeki orgiitlii
aktorlerin, demokratik kurumlar1 korumak ic¢in erken uyar: isaretlerine (giic
tekellesme girisimleri) kars: direng gelistirmesi hayati 6nem tagimaktadir.

[ Countries Declined [ Countries Improved
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Sekil 1. Diinya Ozgiirliik verileri (Kaynak: Freedom Hosue)

Sekil 1’de 2006’dan 2024’e kadar gegen 19 yilda diinya genelinde 6zgiirliik
yer almaktadir. Ozellikle 2006 yilinda 6zgiirliik skorunda iyilesen iilke sayisi
(83), gerileyen iilke sayisindan (53) iken, 2010'dan sonra bu durum tersine
donmiistiir. 2010 sonras1 dénemde her yil 6zgiirliikleri gerileyen {ilke sayisinin,
Ozgiirliikleri artan iilkelerden fazla olmasi, bu siirecin gecici degil yapisal bir
dontisim oldugunu diistindiirmektedir. 2024 verisine gore 60 iilke Ozgiirliik
acisindan gerilemis, sadece 34 {ilke ilerleme gostermistir. Ozgiirliik kriteri
iilkelerin yapmis olduklar: se¢imlerin rekabetci ve adil olup olmadig1 hakkinda
bilgiler vermektedir. Ozellikle muhalefetin bastirilmasi ya da iktidar1 zora
sokacak aktorlerin bask: altma alinmasi ve cezai yaptirrma ugramalar1 segimlere
golge diistirmektedir.
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Rejimlerin Dogas1

Totaliter rejimlerde, kurumlarin ve var olan Orgiitlerin iktidarin amaglarina
hizmet ettikleri siirece varliklarmni siirdiirebildigi yonetim sekli ortaya
¢ikmaktadir. Baska bir tanimlamada; ¢ocuklarmn egitiminden baslamis tiriin
iiretimine kadar her seyin tek bir merkezden kontrol edildigi kapali toplum
olarak tanimlanmistir (Aleskerov, 1954). Her seyin kontrolii ve istisnasiz bir
sekilde tek bir ideolojinin verilmesini miimkiin kilacak sey siiphesiz merkezin
elinde bulundurdugu cezalandiric giictiir. Toplumu zorla itaat ettirecek araglara
sahip olan iktidarmn mesruiyet kaynagini giice dayandirir (Cetin, 2002, s. 20).
Ozellikle toplumun kapali bir sekilde tutulmasi ve ¢ocuklugun ilk
donemlerinden itibaren tek bir ideolojinin Ogretilmesi, yetisen yurttaglarn
bilinglenmesini engelleyebilecegi gibi tek bir dogrunun olduguna inanmalarimni
miimkiin kilacaktir. Boylece sistemin stirekliligi saglanacak ve lider ya da parti
konumunu koruyabilecekti. Giinlimiizde o0zellikle teknolojik gelismelerin
getirdigi bilgiye ulasimdaki kolayliklar ve iletisim araglarinin gesitliligi istenilen
yurttaglarin yetistirilmesini engelleyecek diizeydedir.

Totaliter rejimlerde bireylerin siyasal benliklerini yeniden insa etme ¢abalar1
ve iktidarin mutlak kontroliine karsi gelistirilen direnis pratikleri, rejimin
ideolojik hegemonyasini sinirlayan 6nemli dinamikler arasinda yer alir. Totaliter
iktidarlar yalnizca bedenler ilizerinde degil, zihinler {izerinde de mutlak bir
tahakkiim kurma gabasi igerisindedir. Ancak bu ¢aba her zaman mutlak basariya
ulagsmaz; ¢iinkii olusturulan ceza rejimi ¢ogu zaman vaat edilen refah diizeyine
ulasamaz ve bireyler hakikat rejimlerine karsi Oznel direnis yollar
gelistirebilirler (Kurnaz & Kara, 2022, s. 392). Totalitarizm bireysel yasamin
6nemsiz oldugunu toplumsal ¢ikarlarin 6nem arz ettigini ve bu dogrultuda
partinin destekledigi ideolojiye bagli kalmmasmni zorunlu kilmaktadir. Bu
baghliklarini ise yurttaslar toplu sekilde gosterirlerdi. Kisisellik kotiilenir,
bireysel hareketlere iyi bakilmazdi. Hatta yiyecekler, kiyafetler, miizik, spor vb.
hayatin her alaninda ideolojiye uygun hareket edilmesi beklenirdi.

Otoriter rejimleri kuramsal olarak tanimlamak, 6zellikle belirli bir ideolojik
temele dayanmayan 6rneklerde daha gii¢ hale gelmektedir. Ideolojik temelli
sistemler analiz agisindan daha net cerceveler sunarken, ideolojik angajmani
olmayan otoriter yonetimler icin smirlarin cizilmesi daha belirsizdir. Bu
rejimlerin ortak Ozelligi ise, kendilerini otoriter olarak tanmmlamaktan
kagmmalaridir. Cogu durumda, bu yonetimler demokratik olduklarmi iddia
eder ve kamuoyuna bu yonde bir mesruiyet anlatis1 sunarlar. Bununla birlikte,
otoriter rejimlerin niteligi sahip olduklar1 kurumsal ilkelerden ziyade,
sergiledikleri yonetsel pratikler aracihgiyla tespit edilmektedir (Ulug, 2022, s.
234-235).
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Demokrasinin ve demokratiklesmenin {ilkelerdeki cesitliligi, demokrasinin
kavramsal ve alt tiirlerinde cesitlilie sebep olmaktadir. Bu “sifatlarla
demokrasi” terimiyle demokrasinin kavramsal karmasikliktan kurtarilmasi ve
uzlasmak hedeflenmistir (Collier, ve Levitsky, 1997, s.430). Ancak hem
uygulamada hem de literatiirdeki cesitlilik yine de bu smiflandirmalar
zorlastirabilmektedir. Yine yapilan bir diger smiflandirmada yeni segim
demokrasilerin  yarisndan  fazlasmnin  kusurlu  demokrasiler  olarak
goriilmektedir. Secim rejimi, siyasi haklar, yatay hesap verebilirlik, etkili yonetim
giicii rejimlerin kok kavramlarmi olusturmaktadirlar. Kusurlu demokrasiler;
dislayict demokrasi, illiberal demokrasi, delege edici demokrasi ve vesayetci
demokrasi olarak alt kategorilere ayrilabilinir. Bunlar gecis rejimleri olmamakla
birlikte, ekonomik ve toplumsal gevrelerle bag kurmakta seckinler tarafindan ve
toplumun biiylik bir kismi tarafindan desteklenerek sorunlar1 ¢ozebilecek
yeterlilikte olarak mevcut yonetim goriilmektedir (Merkel, 2004, s. 33).

Demokratik sistemler, tarihsel olarak halk egemenligini esas alan bir
yOnetim bi¢imi olarak idealize edilse de, zamanla cesitli yapisal sorunlarla kars:
karstya kalmistir. “Kitlesellesme yoluyla yabancilasma”, “paranin siyasal stireg
tizerindeki belirleyici etkisi”, “kamuoyunun yanls bilgilendirilmesi ve
yonlendirilmesi”, “siyasal yozlasma”, “se¢menlerin gercek anlamda alternatif
segeneklerden yoksun birakilmasi” ve nihayetinde “siyasal mesruiyet krizi” gibi
olgular, cagdas demokrasilerin karsi karsiya oldugu temel kriz alanlarim
olusturmaktadir. Bu sorunlar yalmizca yoOnetisimsel diizeyde degil, ayni
zamanda halkin demokrasiye olan inancini ve baghhigini da asindirmakta;
demokratik rejimlere duyulan kitlesel giiveni zayiflatmaktadir (Bal, 2024, s. 57).
Bu baglamda, demokratik rejimin kendi i¢inde barindirdig1 yapisal ve islevsel
aksakliklarin, 6zellikle karizmatik liderler etrafinda sekillenen popiilist-otoriter
siyasal yonelimlere mesruiyet zemini hazirlamaktadir. S6z konusu kriz alanlari,
popiilist aktorlerin genis kitleleri mobilize etme kapasitesini artirmakta ve
demokratik rejimden memnuniyetsizlik duyan se¢gmenleri alternatif olarak
otoriter egilimli siyasal yapilara desteklemeye itmektedir.

Sonug

Cagdas siyasal rejimlerin analitik bir smiflandirmasini sunarak, totaliter, otoriter
ve demokratik rejim tiplerinin kuramsal c¢ergevesini karsilastirmali bir
perspektifle ele alinmistir. Rejimlerin sabit kategorilerden ziyade, tarihsel
kosullar, sosyo-kiiltiirel dinamikler ve kurumsal etkilesimler sonucunda
bigimlenen yapilar oldugu sdylenebilir. Ozellikle totaliter rejimlerin ideolojik
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homojenlik, merkeziyetgilik ve siyasal mobilizasyon araciligiyla insa ettigi
tahakk{im bigimi ile otoriter rejimlerin smirh siyasal cogulculuk ve keyfi iktidar
pratikleri arasindaki farklar belirtilmistir. Demokratik rejimler ise, hukuk devleti,
temel hak ve ozgiirliiklerin giivencesi ile siyasal rekabetin saglanmas: gibi
normatif olciitler temelinde degerlendirilmistir.

Calismanin 6nemli katkilarindan biri, ¢cagdas diinyada rejimlerin melez
bicimlere evrilme egiliminde oldugu ve klasik doktrinlerin 6tesine gegmeleridir.
Rekabetci otoriterlik, suistimalci anayasacilik ve kisisellestirilmis liderlik gibi
hibrit rejim tiirleri, demokratiklesme soOylemleri esliginde yiiriitiilen
otoriterlesme siireclerine isaret etmektedir.

Nihayetinde, siyasal rejimler duragan ya da mutlak kategoriler olmaktan
ziyade, degisken, esnek ve baglamsal yapilardir. Siyasal sistemlerin stirekliligi,
yalnizca anayasal diizenlemelere ya da se¢im prosediirlerine degil; ayni
zamanda toplumsal aktorlerin demokratik normlara baglhiligina, siyasal kiiltiiriin
niteligine ve kurumsal denetim mekanizmalarmin iglerligine baglidir. Bu
nedenle, demokratik rejimlerin korunmas: ve konsolidasyonu, yalnizca yapisal
reformlarla degil, demokratik yurttaslik bilinci, elestirel diistince pratigi ve sivil
toplumun giiclendirilmesi yoluyla saglanabilir. Rejim analizi ¢calismalarmnin da
bu ¢ok katmanh yapiyr dikkate alan, disiplinler arasi bir yaklasimla
surdiiriilmesi gerekmektedir.
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Abstract: In this studyj, firstly, the culture policies implemented by Chiang Kai-
Shek who the leader of the authoritarian-nationalist single-party government in
the Republic of China, under the name of "New Life Movement" were
examined. Seeking a new path for China in which outside the existing political
systems in the Western world, Chiang examined Kemalism and the Republican
People's Party (RPP) as examples and drew attention to the connections
between his own ideas and Kemalism. The administrators of these republican
regimes sought modernization formulas that were suitable for their own
historical conditions, and the Chinese leadership saw Kemalism as the ideology
closest to themselves. The interest of the Guomingdang (GMD) to the RPP
inclueded the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), in the person of Mao Zedong,
into the discussion of Kemal Atatiirk and Kemalism. In this article, Chiang Kai-
shek's political-cultural manner and writings on the citizen project are
examined together with the objections of Mao, accompanied by the visits of the
representatives of the Republic of China to Turkey and the "Turkey and RPP
instructions” conveyed to them by the GMD center, and discussed in
comparison with RPP policies in Atatiirk's period.

Keywords: China, Chiang Kai-shek, New Life Movement, RPP, Kemalism

Milliyetci Cin’de ideolojik Arayis: Kemalizm ve “Yeni
Hayat Hareketi”

Oz: Bu calismada, ilk olarak otoriter-milliyet¢i tek parti yonetiminde Cin
Cumbhuriyeti'nin  kiiltiir politikalarin1 “Yeni Hayat Hareketi” iizerinden
uygulamaya koyan Baskan Chiang Kai-shek’in bakis agis1 incelenmistir. Bat1
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diinyasindaki mevcut siyasal sistemler karsisinda yeni bir yol arayan Chiang,
Kemalizm’i ve Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi'ni bir 6érnek olarak inceletmis, kendi
diisiinceleri ile Kemalizm arasindaki baglara dikkat gekmistir. 19. yiizyilda
kapitalist diinya ekonomisinin pargasi haline gelmis iki imparatorlugun
bakiyesi {izerinden kurulan bu cumhuriyet rejimlerinin yoneticileri, kendi
tarihsel kosullarina uygun modernlesme formiilleri aramislardir. Bu arayista
Cin liderligi Kemalizm’i kendisine en yakin ideoloji olarak gormiistiir.
Guomingdang'in (GMD - Cin Milliyet¢i Partisi), Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi'ne
(CHP) olan ilgisi, Mao'nun sahsinda Cin Komiinist Partisi'ni de Kemal Atatiirk
ve Kemalizm tartismasina dahil etmistir. Boylelikle Kemalizm, Cin siyasetinin
tartisma konularmndan biri haline gelmistir. Bu durum daha ziyade, Tiirkiye'de
CHP ve Kemal Atatiirk’{in eylem ve diisiincelerine yon veren bir ideoloji olarak
kabul goren Kemalizm’in uluslararas: etkileri agismdan dikkat cekicidir.
Makalede Chiang Kai-shek’in siyasal-kiiltiirel tutumu ve yurttas projesi
tizerinden yazilari, Cin Cumbhuriyeti temsilcilerinin Tiirkiye ziyaretleri ve
kendilerine GMD merkezinin ilettigi “Tiirkiye ve CHP talimatlar1”esliginde,
Mao Zedong'un itirazlariyla beraber incelenmis, Kemalizm ve tek parti donemi
CHP siyasetleriyle mukayeseli olarak tartigilmigtir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Cin, Chiang Kai-shek, Yeni Hayat Hareketi, CHP,
Kemalizm

Introduction

Shortly after the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), the leader of the
Guomindang (GMD - Chinese Nationalist Party), who played a critical role in
the collapse of the Qing Dynasty and the establishment of the Republic of China,
Chiang Kai-shek, who successfully emerged from the clique struggles within the
party and broke the alliance Dr. Sun had established with the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), embarked on the construction of an authoritarian
single-party regime. Chiang, who suppressed the leftist tendencies of the GMD
and pulled the Party into the right-wing political arena, took advantage of the
Soviet Union’s lack of faith in the CCP, provided the support he desired in the
international arena, and reinterpreted Dr. Sun’s revolutionary program, which
he called the “Three People’s Principles,” while maintaining his claim to be a
follower of Sun, and on the other hand, he tried to bring together Sun's
nationalism, which was increasingly taking on a socialist aspect, with the right-
wing political agenda. Chiang, who prioritized alliances with Western
democratic states, primarily the United States of America (USA), against
Japanese expansionism, and while constructing the ideological construction of
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the GMD and the type of citizen he wanted to create, much as emulation Italian
fascism, which was an ally of Japanese militarist nationalism, but it is not possible
to openly say that he was inspired by it. In addition, Chiang's adoption of the
role of an authoritarian-nationalist Bonaparte rather than a fascist, and his
promise of democracy in China's political future, albeit a distant goal, has kept a
certain distance from fascism. It is noteworthy that he resorted to Kemalism as
an international ideological basis while defending the right-wing interpretation
of the GMD’s programmatic text, “The Three People’s Principles (nationalism,
the rights of the peoples, and the well-being of the peoples)” (Weaver, 1939), and
while implementing the “decent citizen” project he called the “New Life
Movement.” China’s search for a connection with “Kemalism,” which was
reinforced by the visits of Chinese politicians and statesmen to Turkey in the
1930s, initiated a discussion in which Kemalism and Kemal Atatiirk were at the
center, with the involvement of CCP leader Mao Zedong (1893-1976) in the
subject.

In this study, while discussing China's ideological quests and cultural
policies in the center of Chiang's decent citizen project "New Life", it was tried to
explain how Kemalism was seen as a model in China, thousands of kilometers
away beyond national borders. However, it was emphasized that Chiang and the
right wing of the GMD did not view Kemalism in all its aspects, but they
approached it in line with their own political-ideological needs.

Chiang’s Cultural Policy: “New Life Movement”

Chiang Kai-shek is a typical example of the right-wing nationalist politician who
emerged in the oppressed world of the 20th century: Anti-communist; yearning
for a soldier-nation, loyal to tradition but using it selectively for his own
authoritarian regime and nation-building; anti-imperialist in rhetoric but a
British-American collaborator in practice; the leader of an elitist single party that
wants to keep the masses out of politics; a Bonapartist who is careful to protect
the interests of the big bourgeoisie, foreign capital and landowners while
preserving the relative autonomy of the political sphere; an autocrat who speaks
of the goal of a democratic society in an uncertain future but who, for now,
establishes tutelage over society in order to raise the “decent citizen” that he
thinks should be in perfect shape (Ulusoy, 2023).

The “culture” movement he called “New Life” and his book China’s Destiny
published in 1943 are two important reference sources that guide us in
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understanding Chiang’s world of thought. Of course, when analyzing the world
of thought of a political leader, it is more correct to focus on his practice rather
than his words. However, it is also extremely important to identify the harmony
and contrasts between words and actions. In particular, the difference between
his statements and his practice in China’s Destiny does not go unnoticed.

It can be said that Chiang had two reasons for starting the “New Life
Movement”. The first was to implement his project of transforming the masses
into soldiers-nation through the instruments of power; the second, unlike during
Dr. Sun's era, due to GMD could not maintain its connection with the masses,
was to prevent the disintegration of the patriotic ranks that he had not yet been
able to consolidate by breaking the influence of the CCP, which maintained its
ties with the masses.

In 1930's Chiang, who was caught between the Japanese invaders and the
communist political opposition, thought of turning this situation into an
opportunity for the ideological-cultural front he had opened. Under normal
circumstances, China was not a country where the masses would docilely submit
to any kind of autocrat after May 42 and the New Culture Movement. However,
internal and external threats, as in many countries, became a justification for
narrowing down the civil sphere, excluding the masses from the political sphere,
and legitimizing authoritarian rule. Despite Japan’s occupation of Manchuria,
Chiang, who spent all his energy on destroying the communists, responded to
the objections rising from all over the country and within the party with “New
Life”, which his ideological-cultural mobilization.

“New Life” can be seen as a blending of Neo-Confucianism, Protestant
ethics and the pathetic understanding of citizenship inherited from it. In this
respect, it can be said that Chiang tried to find a compromise between East and
West, tradition and modernity, Confucianism and Methodism. Indeed, the
reflection of these in his daily life practice is clear. Chiang is a very good
calligrapher who is interested in Tang Dynasty poetry, a traditionalist who
attaches importance to the Confucian concept of “Junzi” (gentleman - perfect
person); a modern man who wants to follow the West in political terms, a
baptized Chinese who lives a Western-style life with his socialite family.> He is

2 The anti-Japanese patriotic movement, which started at Beiyan (Beijing) University in Beijing on
May 4, 1919 and spread throughout the country, is a very important historical event that later led to
a major breakthrough in modernist thought in China's politics and culture and shaped China's
future.

3 The Protestant Soong family, one of the richest in China, has a significant place in Chinese politics
through their marriage ties. The eldest sister, Soong Ai-Ling, is the wife of the Prime Minister of the
Republic of China, the great banker H.H. Kung; the middle sister, Soong Ching Ling, is the wife of
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also passionately attached to discipline, control, order, in other words, the
militaristic understanding. Although he does not speak a Western language and,
except for his short stays in Japan and Russia, has never been outside China, he
thought that he had overcome the problem of socializing with foreigners with his
American-educated wife who speaks a foreign language very well. While he
could wear Sun Yat-sen clothes on one side, he can take photos with a cane in his
hand and a fedora on his head on the other (Schell — Delury; 2013).

The May 4 Movement directed the nationalist reaction against the
imperialist states, as well as China’s traditional institutions and Confucianism.
But Chiang, passionately drew nationalism to tradition, and the right-wing
GMD members, primarily Dai Jitao (1891-1949), made peace with Chinese
tradition. During this process, Chiang accepted Dai Jitao and other right-wing
GMD theorists’ Confucian reinterpretation of Sun’s Three People’s Principles
(Schell — Delury, 2013). This situation also reveals the ideological aspect of
Chiang’s alliance with those who continued the legacy of the traditional
bureaucratic elites and the large landowners in the countryside who were
extremely loyal to traditions.

Before the "New Life Movement", Chiang was re-shaped administrative and
curriculum of school that is most important socializn tool, and so initiated nation-
building activities. In 1928, the Nanking Government decided to attach
missionary colleges and foreign schools, including universities, to the Ministry
of Education. The government, which also required the principals of these
schools to be Chinese, also removed the religious courses based on Christian
theology taught in these schools from among the compulsory courses and
arranged the curriculum in order to raise generations of Chinese nationalists on
the basis of Chinese nationalism. In particular, with the reform carried out in
1933, it was decided that the Three People's Principles would now be taught in
all schools. It was emphasized that universities, whose incomes were increased
and strengthened with this reform, had important duties in nation-building. The
curriculum was standardized and unity of education was given great importance
(Sun, 1986).

The communists also had no objection to the establishment of unity in
education. However, when the reproduction of the Three People's Principles
with a right-wing political perspective began to be supported through
education curriculum, important literary figures such as Lu Xun (1881-1936) and

Dr. Sun Yat-sen; and the younger sister, Soong Mei Ling, is the wife of Chiang Kai-shek. Their
brother, T.V. Soong, is the architect of the Republic of China's economic policies, and the family has
been among the most important financiers of the GMD.
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Mao Dun (1896-1981), who were already disturbed by the oppression, the
compromise with the landlords and the tendencies from Chinese nationalism to
Han chauvinism, with intellectuals and writers who supported the CCP and the
Left GMD, organized a Literary Front (Lee, 2013). It was a great misfortune for
Chiang to have an opponent like Lu Xun, especially when Lu's influence on
university youth was considered. Mao Zedong said the following about Lu Xun
in those days:

“Lu Hsun was the greatest and the most courageous standard-
bearer of this new cultural force. The chief commander of China's
cultural revolution, he was not only a great man of letters but a great
thinker and revolutionary. Lu Hsun was a man of unyielding integrity,
free from all sycophancy or obsequiousness; this quality is invaluable
among colonial and semi-colonial peoples. Representing the great
majority of the nation, Lu Hsun breached and stormed the enemy
citadel; on the cultural front he was the bravest and most correct, the
firmest, the most loyal and the most ardent national hero, a hero
without parallel in our history. The road he took was the very road of
China's new national culture.” (Mao, 1975).

Under these conditions, Chiang increased the pressure on intellectuals and
students and decided to start the “New Life Movement” with the aim of breaking
the radicalism of these groups (Dirlik, 1975). Chiang explained the reasoning
behind the “New Culture Movement” (Dirlik, 1975), which was officially
declared to have begun in Nanchang, Jiangxi, on February 19, 1934, with the
following words:

“The general psychology of today’s people can be described as soulless.
What is evident in behavior is that they are unable to distinguish
between good and bad, what is public and what is (]i)rivate, primary and
secondary. Failure to distinguish between good and bad leads to
confusion between right and wrong. Failure to distinguish between
EUth and private leads to irregularities in the use of public funds.

ailure to distinguish between primary and secondary leads to failure
to place the first and the last in the correct order. As a result, officials
tend to be dishonest and greedy, the masses to become undisciplined
and callous, the elite to become corrupt and ignorant, the rich to live in
extravagance and luxury, while the poor to become miserable and
rebellious, which naturally leads to the breakdown of social order and
national life. Therefore, we are in no position to prevent or cure natural
disasters, internal disasters, and external invasions. The individual,
society, and the entire country are suffering... In order to improve the
life of our nation, to preserve the existence of our society, and to
imﬁrove the livelihood of our people, it is imperative that these
unhealthy conditions be eliminated and a new and rational life be
started.” (Chiang, 1934).
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To eliminate these problems, Chiang resorts to the four fundamental virtues
of Neo-Confucianism, but reshapes them according to the conditions of the time.
He tries to respond to the emphasis of the leftist understanding of the period on
infrastructure with the typical approach of right-wing conservative movements
that say “morality and spirituality first.” It is also very natural for Chiang, who
is obsessed with discipline, order and stability, to resort to Confucianism. The
Confucian family and state imagination, which can be reconciled quite easily
with the patriarchal discourse of nationalism, also supports Chiang’s position as
the head of China, which he imagines as a patriarchal family (Spence, 1990).
Besides, the difficulty of producing social consent in a system where he tried to
respond to the needs of the big comprador bourgeoisie in a semi-feudal country,
which was as underdeveloped, and in which he favored the landowners whom
he saw as essential to guaranteeing his power, forced him to resort to Confucian
principles centered on "loyalty". According to Chiang:

“The New Life Movement aims to promote an orderly life guided by
the four virtues of i, yi, lian, and chi.

...Those who violate these rules are doomed to failure, and nations that
neglect them will not survive.

There are two types of skeptics:

First, some think that the four virtues are merely rules of good conduct.
No matter how good they are, they are not enough to save a nation
whose knowledge and technique are inferior to others.

Those who holc% this view do not seem to understand the difference
between matters of primary and secondary importance. People need
knowledge and technique because they want to do good. Otherwise,
knowledge and technique will only be used for dishonorable deeds. Li,
yi, lian, and chi are general rules for the community, the %rou , and the
entire nation. Those who do not follow these rules will probably use
their knowledge and skills to the detriment of society. Therefore,
virtues can not only save the nation, but also rebuild it.

Secondly, there is another group of people who claim that these virtues
are mere formal refinements, useless in coping with hunger and cold.
...when these virtues prevail, even if food and clothing are insufficient,
they can be produced. If the granary is empty, it can be filled by human
labor. On the other hand, when these virtues are not observed, if food
and clothing are insufficient, they will not be made sufficient by
fighting and robbery, or if the granary is empty, they will not be filled
by stealing and begging.” (Chiang, 1934).

According to Chiang, i - principle: organized attitudes (discipline); yi -
proper: correct behavior (being able to distinguish good and bad, Chinese
etiquette); lian - clear: clear discrimination (separating good and bad); chi - self-
awareness: It is understood as awareness that actions are in accordance with the
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other three principles. Advocating that people should have military awareness,
Chiang said, “If a country cannot protect itself, there is always a possibility of
losing its existence. Therefore, our people need to receive military training. As a
start, we should acquire the habits of orderliness, cleanliness, simplicity,
frugality, speed and clarity. We should maintain order, pay attention to
organization, responsibility and discipline, and be ready to die for the country at
any time” (Chiang; 1934).

What does the soldier-nation individual who is ready to devote himself do
in his daily life, what kind of a citizen is he? To give a few examples from the
“New Life”: He is anti-communist, patriotic, salutes the flag, values loyalty,
respect, personal hygiene, is thrifty, modest, polite, spends his free time not with
demoralizing songs but with athletics that will develop his body and arts that
will raise national morale, pays attention to sexual abstinence, does not use
opium (Chiang, 1934).

When we look at the behavior and way of thinking preached by Chiang and
Soong Mei-ling, the ethical and political world of the “good citizen” is shaped by
Chiang’s Confucianism and S. Mei-Ling’s deep Christian moralism. Time
magazine did not miss his the Methodist tone in the “New Life”:

“What Chinese officialdom needed, the Generalissimo & Mme Chiang
had decided, was a big dose of the castor oil of Puritanism. The
tablespoon with which they dished this out they called the New Life
Movement, and with every ounce of Nanking's authority they dosed all
China. Batch after batch of local mayors and magistrates were ordered
to Nanking, drilled and exhorted there in the primary decencies—to
stop wiping noses on sleeves, to stop taking bribes from litigants. They
were warned that he who did not practice the new Puritanism might
expect the worst—and this was no empty threat.” (Time, January 3,
1938).

From the time the “New Life Movement” was declared, it was attempted to
spread throughout the country through various organizations under the close
control of the army and the GMD (Dirlik, 1975). Dirlik states that “the
“politicization” (cheng-chih-hua) of the people and the ‘awakening’ of their
consciousness (chuiehhsing)” was an accepted goal of the New Life Movement
(Dirlik, 1975). If Dirlik defines the intense anti-communist propaganda of the
movement and the “Blue Shirts” (Society for the Application of the Three
People’s Principles), which checked whether people behaved in accordance with
the “New Life”, inspired by the example of the Italian Black Shirts, as a process
of “politicization”, then we can perhaps evaluate this together with the goal of
Italian fascism, “a society melting into the political sphere”. Because there is no
data available to see this as democratic politicization. Moreover, if we consider



90
Cappadocia Journal of Area Studies (CJAS) 2025, vol. 7, no.1

this process together with the transformation of the GMD into an elite-
bureaucratic mechanism disconnected from the masses, it would be more
accurate to evaluate it as an attempt to determine a political attitude that will
enable the people to become "decent citizens" who act with a sense of
responsibility, rather than to become the subjects of politics.

Chiang’s most important work is China’s Destiny (Zhonggud zhi mingyun),
prepared with the help of editor Tao Xisheng and published in 1943. The work
was published in New York in 1947 with Philip Jaffe’s comments and notes under
the title China’s Destiny & Chinese Economic Theory. Despite his regime’s close
alliance with the British and Americans, a passionate political and economic
discourse of complete independence dominates this book (Chiang, 1947).
Keeping the memory of a century of national humiliation alive, Chiang did not
neglect to use the slogan “never forget national humiliation”, urging generations
of Chinese not to compromise on the policy of a fully independent and unified
China (Chiag, 1947; Schell-Delury, 2013). American foreign service officer John S.
Service, who read the book in Chinese, called it “Chiang’s Main Kampf” and
evaluated it as “a bigoted, narrow-minded, extremely nationalist effort to blame
foreign aggression for all of China’s problems” (Service, 1974).

Chiang, who was “furious” against those who called him a dictator, claimed
that he was only exercising “necessary tutelage” until Chinese society was ready,
and that he did not approve of the Blue Shirts and that they ended their activities
in 1938 when they were only a few hundred strong (Taylor, 2009). Taylor, who
provided this information, also emphasizes Japanese customs as one of the
sources of the “New Life.” Considering the influence of these customs and
especially the bushido tradition on Japanese militaristic fascism, the degree of
sincerity of Chiang’s words is debatable, to say the least. In this respect, when
considered together with his thoughts and practice, Friedrich Jr. Wakeman’s
definition of “Confucian Fascism” is noteworthy (Wakeman, 1997). However,
when we consider the subtle distinction between authoritarian nationalism and
fascism, and evaluate its developmentalism, cultural conservatism and
militaristic nationalism together, it is possible to say that he is an "authoritarian
rightist" and that he is trying to establish a regime in line with this.

The Kemalism Debate in China

There had been a debate in China that Chiang Kai-Shek and the GMD take
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and the CHP as examples. Mao Zedong’s words are
especially important in this regard. However, before this, it would be useful to
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look at the statements of the GMD leaders and the Republic of China officials
during their visits to Turkey.

Hu Hanmin (1879-1936), one of the sharpest rightists of the GMD who
visited Turkey in 1928, emphasized that Turkey should be taken as an example
(Demircan; 2021-2022). The first official visit from China to Turkey was made in
1930 by a military delegation consisting of General Vonk Moo Song, Colonel
Cenk Kay and Pilot M. V. Chio. The delegation stated that “All of China follows
the Turkish youth and revolutions with great interest and appreciation” and
emphasized that Chinese intellectuals “know and love Mustafa Kemal as the
greatest saint” (Demircan, 2021-2022). The most interesting visit is that a civilian
delegation visited Ankara on June 14, 1934. They want to benefit on Tiirkiye
example for “New Life Movement” and they said that Turkey was the country
they paid the most attention to (Demircan, 2021-2022). If you pay attention, this
visit was made at a time when the regime in Turkey, especially in the provinces,
established the People's Houses (1932), implemented the university reform (1933)
- which is the same date in China - and almost completely eliminated civil
organizations, in an environment where Kemalism was taking shape as a
doctrine, the nation-building program was accelerated with theories of history
and language, and the attempt at multi-party political life was abandoned for a
long time. This period is the period when the CHP most strictly implemented its
“decent citizen” project and “nation-building” efforts, and cultural policies
under an authoritarian regime. In 1938, the newly appointed Chinese Chargé
d'Affaires M.D. In an interview with Cumhuriyet newspaper, Toung stated that
Chiang Kai-shek always remembered Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and his
revolutions with admiration (Demircan, 2021-2022). According to Prof. Pen, who
came to Turkey in 1937 upon the request of the League of Nations and the
Chinese Administration, Turkey is the only example of China (Demircan, 2021-
2022). He Yao Zu, the first Chinese ambassador to Turkey appointed in 1935, also
emphasized the similarity of the Three People's Principles with the Kemalist
program (Fidan, 2019). The Chinese government asked He Yaozu to seek answers
to three questions in Turkey:

“1. How did Turkey remain neutral as a country between fascism and
communism and create its own cultural world?

2. Despite the fact that Turkish politics resembles autocracy and a
single-party dictatorship, the existing parliament and its activities
continue. What can you say about this?

3. Turkey’s economic development began very recently, how did the
economy improve and living standards increase?” (Fidan, 2019).
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These questions show that China is seriously examining the CHP
administration and Kemalism as a program and practice. In fact, CCP leader Mao
Zedong, who was aware of this effort, also joined the discussion. In his speech
titled “On New Democracy” in 1940, Mao Zedong said:

“Even though the petty Kemalist dictatorship of the bourgeoisie did
emerge in Turkey after the first imperialist world war and the October
Revolution owinig to certain specific conditions (the bourgeoisie's
success in repelling Greek aggression and the weakness of the
proletariat), there can be no second Turkey, much less a "Turkey" with
a population of 450 million, after World War Il and the accomplishment
of socialist construction in the Soviet Union. In the specific conditions
of China (the flabbiness of the bourgeoisie with its proneness to
conciliation and the strength of the proletariat with its revolutionary
thoroughness), things just never worE out so easily as in Turkey.

Did not some members of the Chinese bourgeoisie clamour for
Kemalism after the First Great Revolution failed in 19277?

But where is China's Kemal? And where are China's bourgeois
dictatorship and capitalist society? Besides, even Kemalist Turke
eventually had to throw herself into the arms of Anglo-Frenc
imperialism, becoming more and more of a semi-colony and part of the
reactionary imperialist world.

In the international situation of today, the "heroes™ in the colonies and
semi-colonies either line up on the imperialist front and become part of
the forces of world counter-revolution, or they line up on the anti-
imperialist front and become part of the forces of world revolution.
They must do one or the other, for there is no third choice.” (Mao, 1975).

Mao Zedong analyzed the world as divided between the Reds and the
Whites (League of Nations) in the 1930s. Of course, this view cannot be seen as
very accurate at a time when Nazism and fascism were on the rise. Mao’s claim
that Turkey threw itself into the arms of Anglo-French imperialism and almost
became a part of the semi-colonial and reactionary imperialist world is also not
true. Mao must have been referring to Turkey becoming a member of the League
of Nations and especially the Turkey-England-France Alliance of October 19,
1939. How could explain Mao from this perspective that the “Non-Aggression
Pact” that the USSR signed with Nazi Germany on August 23, 1939? Or as of
1941, to Allians against Mihver? Of course, it may be a bit too much to expect a
man who fought in the Yenan Mountains to fully comprehend and analyze the
international arena. But it is clear that Mao’s main concern was “within.” It is
clear that Mao said these words regarding the GMD’s desire to establish a
country by taking Kemalism as an example.
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Is Kemalism, which attracted the attention of the GMD as a third way
between communism and fascism in those days, really sufficient to explain
Chiang’s ideology? It would be right to open the discussion by giving the answer
from the very beginning: Chiang is a statesman who is much more to the right of
Mustafa Kemal, and much more dependent on the Chinese ruling classes and
Western states. However, if we consider that Kemalism also has “wings,” it is
necessary to say that there are many commonalities that bring Chiang, who is
much more to the right of Mustafa Kemal, together with “Right Kemalism,” as
well as obvious differences between them. Indeed, the relationship Chiang
established with ancient Chinese political traditions, discussed above, is foreign
to Kemalism, first and foremost as a method.

Chiang harshly criticized the May 4 and New Culture Movement, which
was seen as a historical turning point in China’s reckoning with tradition, when
many modern political movements, especially Marxism, came into being in
China, and which was called the “Young China” period, praised by Dr. Sun, due
to their intense attacks on China’s traditional institutions and thought system
(Fenby, 2019). He distanced himself from Sun’s revolutionism not only in terms
of program and implementation, but also in his perspective on China’s recent
history. In this context, there is a major difference between him and Mustafa
Kemal Atatiirk, the leader of the Turkish Revolution, primarily in terms of
“revolutionism”. However, Kemalism also compromised with the notables and
landowners in order to achieve the political and cultural revolutions it aimed for,
in the absence of social classes that would lead modernization. The removal of
the tithe tax was a move made to prevent the landowners from clashing with the
regime and to gain their support, the largest source of income that Turkey could
save for its national development (Karacmerlioglu, 2009). In addition, despite
various attempts at a multi-party life, the Kemalist regime was also determined
to keep the society under “guardianship” until it reached the economic and
cultural stage it envisioned. Especially in the 1930s, by closing down all civil and
democratic institutions, it made serious interventions through education and
culture policies in order to produce social consent, build a nation and raise decent
citizens. Similar to China, the rejection of political freedoms and the rejection of
aesthetic autonomy went hand in hand (Kogak, O., 2009). The CHP, as an elitist
party that was completely disconnected from the mass line, integrated with the
state. The “One party — One 1deology — Eternal Chief” trilogy reflects the political
character of this period (Kogak, C., 2009). While the notables were supported to
create a national bourgeoisie, the 1924 Constitution did not recognize workers’
rights to strike, collective bargaining, unions and other forms of organization.
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With these characteristics, it can be said that it overlaps with the practices of the
GMD and Chiang,.

The Right Kemalists have come to life as a political wing that tries to
establish ties between Kemalism and the religious and traditional political-
cultural codes that the regime wants to ignore, and as a supporter of economic
liberalism. They stand out with their reaction against the economic attitude and
cultural tendencies of Left Kemalism, especially the land revolution. Indeed, this
wing, which established its own political organization under the roof of the
Democratic Party (DP), takes Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk and the Republic as its
main reference even during the period when it is most in conflict with the
Republican People's Party (CHP) (Ogiin, 2000, p. 312; Cinar, 2013). In this respect,
they resemble Dr. Sun, Chiang, who adopted his programmatic "Three People's
Principles” albeit with a right-wing interpretation, and the GMD, as well as their
positioning themselves on the basis of right-wing political-cultural values. The
similarity cannot be overlooked in the social class level they are allied with.
However, the Right Kemalists give more importance to the 1920s, which coincide
with the liberal-populist openings in economic terms, rather than the 1930s, when
the corporatist tendency was dominant (Bora-Taskin, 2002). In addition, the
liberal-populism of Right Kemalism is much more democratic than Chiang's,
with its loyalty to parliamentary democracy, provided that it is in harmony with
the established order of the state, as in the example of Siilleyman Demirel (Bora,
2023).

Conclusion

Chiang’s “New Life Movement” was defeated by the CCP’s “New Democracy”,
which had raised the poor peasantry and gained the support of the working class,
students and intellectuals in the cities. Essentially, Mao Zedong and the CCP,
who set out with a democratic revolution program suitable for Chinese
conditions, implemented an all-out modernization program in the first six years
of the 1949 Revolution, including the land revolution that the Kemalist
Revolution in Turkey desired but failed to achieve. Chiang, on the other hand,
maintained his authoritarian single-party rule with right-wing nationalist
political-cultural policies, but also in coherent with the Western camp after World
War II, and maintained his power on the island of Taiwan by claiming that his
regime was the legitimate Chinese regime, without resorting to creating a mass
cultural movement. Although Turkey and Taiwan positioned themselves as
allies of the US and Turkey did not establish direct contact with the People's
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Republic of China until 1973 in accordance with US policies and continued to
recognize Chiang's Republic of China, Chiang and his team no longer mentioned
Kemalism as an "ideological" source.

In the political climate of the 1930s and 1940s, the political elites of the
Republic of China put “Kemalism and the CHP” on their agenda as a model for
their countries where pre-industrial social patterns were dominant and who
wanted to carry the modernization process to success with a third path
alternative to socialism and capitalism. It is known that the leaders of countries
such as Iran and Afghanistan, where the productive forces were not developed
and the ideal of modernization was defined through a nationalist discourse, were
interested in Turkey and Kemalism in certain aspects during the same period and
came to Turkey. However, the broad scope of Chiang’s view of Kemalism and
the CHP, who did not have direct contact with the Turkish leadership, is striking.
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